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COURTESY OF KATIE BROOKS 
Stover addresses the FCA about his long career in professional football. 


Ravens kicker discusses 


commitment to religion 


By ASHLEY EMERY 
News & Features Editor 


The Fellowship — of 
Christian Athletes (FCA) 
hosted former kicker for 
the Ravens, Matt Stover, 
this past Monday to dis- 
cuss his athletic career 
and the importance of 
religion in his life and 
profession. Stover spoke 
at FCA’s weekly Bible 
Study Meeting at 8 p.m. 
in Charles Commons Sa- 
lon A. 

Stover said that in his 
career, he aims to “glorify 
[God] with [his] talents.” 

“I'm not going to tell 
you I’m perfect,” Stover 
said. “To me, when you 
have purpose and hard- 
ship comes. . .when you 
know it’s for Him and you 
have work to do. . .failure 
you don’t fear. . you em- 
brace it.” 

Stover explained that, 
after each kick, he point- 
ed up to the sky to God 
because of a prayer that 
was taught to him. With 
each kick, he wants to 
“get it off me and put it 
on Him.” Stover says that 
he is carrying out “God’s 
plan” for him. 


Stover said. 
fined me since 4th grade? 
I. wanted to be an NFL 
athlete.” 

Stover discussed the 
negative aspects of being 
a professional athlete as 
well, asserting that it is 
an unstable path. Despite 
his 20-year career, he said 
that a career in the NFL 


is not “eternal” and is not 
life-long. 

“When our career is 
over, we go through a 
death, the same symp- 
toms of a death,” Stover 
said. 

However, Stover 
stressed that the primary 
debacle that commonly 
affects professional ath- 
letes is divorce, and the 
subsequent issues result- 
ing from paying alimony 
and child support. Often, 
such expenditures greatly 
detract from the financial 
success of professional 
athletes. 

The two things in Sto- 
ver’s life that he said 
are eternal are the word 
of God and people. He 
strives to value his fam- 
ily and is dedicated to 
not getting divorced-He 
married his high school 
sweetheart, and they have 
three children. 

“I don’t want to get 
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JHU life sciences increase expenditures 


| By KATIE QUINN 

“I always wanted to | 
have the ball in my hand,” | 
“What de- | 


Layout Editor 


The National Science 
Foundation (NSF) reported 
that Hopkins had the largest 
research and development 
expenditures in all academic 
science and _ engineering 
fields for the fiscal year 2010. 
The NSF's National Center for 
Sciénce and Engineering Sta- 
tistics: the Higher Education 
Research and Development 
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By SUZ AMEDI 


Stalf Writer 

“One Day Without 
Shoes,” held this past 
Tuesday, April 10 in Le- 


vering Courtyard raised 
awareness about the 
health risks of extreme 


poverty through — vari- 
ous barefooted activities 
throughout the afternoon. 
The event is part of an an- 
nual nationwide effort by 
TOMS shoes, a shoe com- 
pany that donates a new 
pair of shoes to an under- 
privileged child for every 


iy 
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Event emphasizes worldwide need for shoes 


pair of shoes it sells ers, said. “In the past, 

“1 wanted to make I’ve worn no shoes on 
people understand what April 10, but this year 
it feels like to live with- my friend, [senior] 
out shoes, as many peo- Chelsea DeVita, decid- 


ple, especially children, 
around the world are 
forced to do,” senior Kim 


Stein, one of the organiz- 


Barnstormers presents The Drowsy Chaperone 


(HERD) Survey conducted 
the report. 

Hopkins spent the most 
in research with financial 
assistance from an invest- 
ment from the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009. 

The University had a 
6.9 percent increase in 
spending on research and 
development from fiscal 
year 2009 to 2010, reach- 
ing $61.2 billion. Life 


sciences saw the largest 


of the 10 broad fields that 
were surveyed in data col- 


lection, representing $34.9 | 


billion of the $61.2 billion 
total. 

Despite the upsurge in 
the expenditures for engi- 
neering and computer sci- 
ence, social sciences saw a 
reduction in spending by 
more than four percent, 
dropping to $2 billion. 


Students place third at national business competition 


By NASH JENKINS 
Senior Staff Writer 


Six undergraduates 
from the Hopkins chapter 
of the American Market- 
ing Association (AMA) 
placed third at the SABRE 
Business Simulation Com- 
petition at the AMA‘s 34th 
annual Collegiate Con- 
ference in New Orleans 
last month. The Hopkins 
team — founded in 2008 by 
the Center for Leadership 
Education’s Entrepreneur- 
ship & Management minor 


program — made its first 
appearance in the competi- 
tion and placed ahead con- 
sistent contenders. 

The team, comprised of 
undergraduates Erica Sut- 
er, Xiao Le, David Carasiti, 
Matt Mulholland, Amanda 
Yaccarino and Katie Brooks 
and led by Leslie Kendrick, 
a Senior Lecturer in the 
Center of Education, draws 
heavily from the execu- 
tive board of the Hopkins 
chapter of the AMA: Suter 
sits as its President, while 
Le and Carasiti share the 


title of Vice-Pres- 
ident of Program- 
ming. This is the 
first year that 
the chapter has 
fielded a team 
for a marketing 
simulation con- 
test, competitions 
whose atten- 
dance levels have 
corresponded 
with the increas- 
ing popular- 
ity of marketing 
as an academic 
See SABRE, pace A5 
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COURTESY OF LESLIE KENDRICK 
The AMA team developed marketing skills. 


ed to join me and we 
wanted to turn it into a 
public event.” 


See SHOES, pace A4 
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Junior Peabody student Justine Icy Moral plays Janet van de Graaff, who gets married in the JHU Barnstormers’ spring musical. 


HUBS holds talk on 


worldwide health care 


increase in spending out | 


think- 


Staff Writer 


By SUZ AMEDI 


ing,” 


oulas-Razis said. 


promote critical 
junior Dennis Ork- 


“Often, 


The Hopkins. Under- 
graduate Bioethics Sym- 
posium (HUBS) held a 


we present questions that 
really have no wrong ,or 
right answer, and chal- 


Research lenge peo- 
Ee taberects ple to form 
| Talk yes- ° opinions 
ten ae y The PRtROee of this ee defend 
evening event and any other them with 
in the evidence 
Charles eventsthat wehost j44q ~~ tea. 
Com - is to promote son.” 
m Ones . ; : About 25 
Ballroom _ critical thinking. students’ in 
3 discuss — Dennis total attend- 
the role : ve ed the event 
aia Orkoulas-Razis, Junior ait desea 
care in different 
develop- questions 
ing coun- including: 


tries. Attendees were di- 
vided into small groups 
of about five people, and 
each group was assigned 
to discuss and debate a 
particular set of issues 
pertaining to research 
worldwide. 

“The purpose of this 
event and any _ other 


events that we host is to 


is health care a universal 
right? Who is responsible 
for providing health care? 
Whose standard of care 
should be implemented 
when conducting research 
in developing countries? 
And what sort of compen- 
sation should be offered 
for people in developing 
_ SeE RESEARCH, pace A5 
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The Hopkins chapter 
of UNICEF (JHUNICEF) 
hosted a _ fundraising 
event for the UNICEF Tap 
Project last Friday, Apr. 
6, on the Beach. Entitled 
“Water on the Beach,” 
the event aimed to raise 
money to provide clean, 
safe drinking water to 
children in impoverished 
nations. 

‘[The] goal is to get 
clean, safe drinking wa- 
ter to people around the 
world,” sophomore Evan 
Rule, fundraising co-chair 
of JHUNIJCEE said. 

The event was originally 
scheduled for Friday, Mar. 
30, but the rainy weather 
discouraged attendance. 
Save for the few members 
of JHUNICEF, no other 
people were on the beach. 
In addition, Rule explained 
how the cold weather 
forced the group to cancel 
the water balloon toss. 

“We're still selling wa- 
ter balloons,” Rule said. 
“[People] can throw them 
at us if they pay us enough 
money.” 

Consequently, JHUNI- 
CEF took down the event 
at 3 p.m. on Mar. 30. The 
event was set up again the 
following week, garnering 
more success. 

“The event was _ post- 
poned from Friday March 
30th to Friday April 6th due 
to rain, which confused 
some. people. Neverthe- 
less, we had a good turn- 
out, with a lot of people 
buying lemonade or water 
balloons. I’d say about a 
100 [were in attendance],” 
sophomore Maha Haqgqa- 
ni, President of JHUNICEF, 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. 

The event featured a 


lemonade stand, a water 
balloon toss and a water- 
themed scavenger hunt. 
The scavenger hunt in- 
cluded challenges such 
as finding a bendy straw, 
identifying the cheapest 
bottle of water:in Charles 
Street Market and _ find- 
ing a Water-Iype Poke- 
mon card. The winning 
team was given UNICEF 
t-shirts. 

Upon learning about 
the event, some students 
thought the event's activi- 
ties contradicted its cause. 
Students believed that the 
activities seemed to waste 
water to support a cause 
that strives to provide 
clean water to impover- 
ished populations. 

“There was a_ small 
handful of students ex- 
‘pressing their views on our 
facebook event page, and 
while they are entitled to 
their own opinions, [JHU- 
NICEF] felt that was not 
the right platform to raise 
their concerns,” Haqqani 
wrote. 

“Moreover, we stand by 
our belief that the event 
was not contradictory to 
the cause. . .Along with the 
lemonade stand and Water 
Trivia table, we thought the 
event would attract people 
as well as raise awareness 
about the water crisis in 
some parts of the world. 
There was no unneces- 
sary wastage of water. The 
interesting thing is that 
UNICEF itself approved of 
the event when I sent the 
Volunteer Office our en- 
tire event outline and how 
we were planning to raise 
money, so it was strange 
that others should so ve- 
hemently oppose it with- 
out realizing that our pri- 
mary concern was to raise 
money that could actually 

be put to use helping those 


most in need of it. In the fu- 
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COURTESY OF MAHA HAQQANI | 
Members of JHUNICEF attend their event, Water on the Beach, which raised nearly $200. 


JHUNICEF hosts Water on the Beach 


By JUSTIN LI and 
KATHERINE SIMEON 


ture, however, we’ll try to 


| transablism and 


keep in mind the views of | 


everyone.” 


Despite the issues with | 


the weather, JHUNICEF 
was able to. earn money 
for its cause. In total, they 
raised nearly $200. 

“Considering the 
weather, it’s been pretty 
good,” Rule said. “People 
have been pretty generous 
with donations.” 

Overall, JHUNICEF sees 
its event as a success and a 
significant step forward. 
As a provisional group, 
they currently receive no 
funding from Hopkins. 
The entire event cost the 
organization $35. 

“The team and I were 
pleased with the. event. 
We put a lot of effort into 
it and while it could have 


been warmer outside and | 


we could have attracted a 
larger crowd, we're very 
happy considering this 
was our first major event 
as a campus club,” Haqqa- 
ni wrote. 

JHUNICEF is already 
thinking of ways to im- 
prove this event for next 
year. Changes include 
moving the event to mid- 
April in order to take ad- 
vantage of better weather. 

“We most certainly plan 
on having events like this 
in the future!” Haqqani 
wrote. “In fact, the JHU- 
NICEF committee thinks 
“Water on the Beach” could 
become an annual thing.” 

The event’s cause, the 
UNICEF Tap Project was 
created in 2007. Since then, 
it has raised nearly $3 mil- 
lion to provide clean, safe 
drinking water to children 
across the globe. 

For UNICEF’s 2012 
campaign, the funds will 
be targeted at Togo, Viet- 
nam, Mauritania and 
Cameroon, according : to 
the UNICEF website. 


TUESDAYS WITH GERTIE 
$12 dinner entrees — a dozen to chose from! 
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Jou SHIELDS CELEBRATES CHESAPEAKE CUISINE AT THE BALTIMORE MUSEUM OF ART 


_ Gertie, John’s grandma 
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By BEN KUPFERBERG 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins Under- 
graduate Bioethics Society 
(HUBS) hosted Professor 
Dan O'Connor this past 


| | Monday to speak about 


the history of transablism 
— the idea that a person 
believes 
he will be better off if he or 


| she were disabled. He pre- 
| sented his opinion on the 


subject and the potential 
future of the movement. 
“We have hosted simi- 


| lar events in the past. The 
| goal with our events is to 


promote critical thinking 


| inan environment that de- 
| velops awareness for the 


growing field of bioeth- 
ics. We have held discus- 
sions, academic panels, 
and symposiums; how- 
ever, the challenge for this 
event was deciding how 
to present the topic,” Den- 
nis Orkoulas-Razis, HUBS 
board member, said. 

The event began with a 
30-minute lecture by the 
professor, in which he pro- 
vided some background on 
showed 
why modern society views 
it as such a bizarre feeling. 

“Transablism goes 
against everything we 
have been doing in bio- 
medical science for the 
last 200 years. The whole 
idea of medicine is to 
make people better off, 
and transablism, the need 
to make you worse off, 
goes against all of that. 


| However, we need to un- 


derstand the context be- 
hind transablism, and 
the physiological pain 
these people are going 
through,” O’Connor said 
to his audience. 

O’Connor also showed 
how transsexuality has 
provided a model _ for 
transablism, and that peo- 
ple who believe they need 
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to be impaired use trans- 
sexuality to justify their 
thoughts. In terms of trans- 
sexuality, people have an 
idea of themselves that is 
completely incongruent to 
what society sees of their 
body. The same idea is true 
of people who believe they 
need to amputate a leg or 
become blind. 

He shared a short anec- 
dote about John Money, a 
famous physician at Hop- 
kins who pioneered treat- 
ments in transsexuality. 
When the idea of trans- 
ablism first arose, people 
believed the only person 
that would remove a per- 
fectly healthy limb would 
be a doctor who deals with 
transsexuality. 

Money believed these 
two men desired to lose 
a limb because of their 
attraction to apotemno- 
philia, an amputation fe- 
tish. However, their bod- 
ies were perfectly healthy. 
Money believed they did 
not actually want to lose 
a leg but were just stimu- 
lated by the idea. 

“Transexuality | works 
because we believe in gen- 
der, but society cannot get 
their heads around the fact 
that someone could truly 
believe that they would 
be better off with a certain 
physical disability. The 
treatment of transablism 
in popular culture, such 
as in TV shows, also paints 
transablism as_ bizarre, 
which makes it even hard- 
er for these people to tell 
their stories,’ O’Connor 
said. 

Following a brief dis- 
cussion on the effects that 
modern culture has on 
the idea of transablism, 
O’Connor fielded a few 
questions. He spoke about 
what he believed would be 
the future of the movement 
oftransablism. 


“There is very little 
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research money in this 
movement and therefore 
Johns Hopkins most like- 
ly won't get involved in 
transablism,” O’Connor 
told The News-Letter, 
“However, transablism 
will be included in the 
Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual (DSM), which will 
legitimate transablism as 
a true condition, but will 
also limit the flexibility in 
which people can discuss 
the idea, and possible so- 
lutions to transablism.” 

“This was a significant 
event because we want to 
engage the student body 
to develop critical think- 
ing and inform the student 
body and other aspects of 
the Johns Hopkins com- 
munity about issues preva- 
lent in bioethics that affect 
our society,” Orkoulas-Ra- 
zis said. 

There were about 30 
people in attendance for 
this event, not including 
the members of the Bioeth- 
ics Society. It was a diverse 
turnout with students who 
were interested in pursu- 
ing a career in bioethics, 
students who were taking 
a moral philosophy class 
and others who were just 
interested in the topic of 
debate. 

“T thought the event 
was really interesting and 
the speaker presented it re- 
ally well. He raised some 
very _ thought-provoking 
questions that challenged 
my pre-conceived views 
against transablism. I left 
the event very confused 
over which side I agreed 
with,” senior Jordan Glass- 
berg said. 

O’Connor, who received 
his PhD from Hopkins, 
teaches two classes at 
Homewood and is a part 
of the Berman Institute of 
Bioethics. He has been part 
2010. 


Annual JohnCon attracts gamers 


Gamers and fantasy fans enjoy convention in Levering 


By MARY KATHERINE 
ATKINS 
Copy Editor 


Science fiction and fan- 
tasy fanatics gathered at 
Levering Hall this past 
weekend for JohnCon, an 
annual science fiction and 
fantasy convention at Hop- 
kins. JohnCon included 48 
hours of continuous video 
gaming, tabletop gaming 
and science fiction and fan- 
tasy screenings. 

The interior of Lever- 
ing Hall was transformed 
into a fantasy world for the 
weekend. The Glass Pavil- 
ion hosted video games; 
the Sherwood Room fea- 
tured anime shows; the 
Arellano Theater provided 
movie screenings; and the 
Great Hall accommodated 
board games. 

The Hopkins Science 
Fiction and Fantasy Asso- 
ciation (HopSFA) teamed 
up with the Johns Hop- 
kins Animation Club 
(JHAC) and Hopkins 
Pen and Paper Gaming 
(HPPG) to sponsor John- 
Con. Each group offered 
its expertise and resourc- 
es to provide events for 
the “Con.” 

“This convention is for 
any and all things fun and 
nerdy, ranging from an- 
ime to role playing to la- 
ser tag,” Jeffrey Bismayer, 
a HopSFA board member 
and one of JohnCon’s key 
organizers, wrote in an 
email to The News-Letter. 

JohnCon attracted a di- 
verse audience, including 
current Hopkins students 
and Hopkins alumni, as 
well as members of the lo- 
cal Baltimore community. 


Some JohnCon partici- 


pants hailed from outside 
of Maryland — one loyal 
JohnCon attendee trekked 
to Baltimore from Virginia 
in order to attend the Con. 


Some of the weekend 
highlights included the 
Lord of the Rings Tril- 
ogy marathon on Saturday 
night, student run panels 
on topics such as “Hacking 
in the Movies versus Hack- 
ing in the Real World” and 
“Classic Modeling,” and 
several pick up games of 
laser tag. ‘ 

The panel on “Clas- 
sic Modeling” focused 
on building and painting 
role-playing figurines, 
as well as different tech- 
niques used to make them 
appear more realistic. 
Hobbytown USA, based 
in Timonium, MD, spon- 
sored this panel and pro- 
vided gift cards for mem- 
bers of the audience. 

Walt’s Cards and Games 
is another long standing 
vendor and attendee of 
JohnCon. This year, they 
sent a representative down 
to set up shop in the Great 
Hall. 

Bismayer cited this 
year’s inauguration of la- 
ser tag as one of the most 
successful events of the 
weekend. JohnCon hosted 
laser tag battles of six ver- 
sus six on the quad. Par- 
ticipants played for several 
hours each night. HopSFA 
hopes to purchase more 
laser guns in the future to 
enable games on a larger 
scale at JohnCon, as well 
as to incorporate laser tag 
games at HopSFA meet- 
ings throughout the year. 

The Con produces a 
more intimate setting than 
some of the larger science 
fiction and fantasy con- 
ventions, which allows for 
larger games against more 
players. 

“The event provides a 
fun weekend-long break 
from school and the like, 
so that people can come 
out and play board games, 


role playing games and 


video games; watch an- 
ime, sci-fi and fantasy 
films; buy things from lo- 
cal hobby shop vendors; 
and enjoy the occasional 
pack of Japanese treats, 
such as Pocky,” Bismayer 
wrote. 

HopSFA, JHAC and 
HPPG spent the entire 
year planning this year’s 
JohnCon. Levering Hall 
was reserved in early 
September. This year, the 
only weekend available 
happened to fall over Eas- 
ter and Passover, which 
affected attendance. Al- 
though many Hopkins 
students went home for 
the weekend, around 60 
people attended JohnCon 
this year — more than 
double the HopSFA club 
member count. 

“I was surprised at how 
active it was,” Bismayer 
said, “Overall, I found the 
event very successful. It 
was quieter this year than 
last year, both in atten- 
dance and overall events, 
but there were plenty of 
options available to at- 
tendees to have fun and 
experience something 
new.” 

In order to attract a wid- 
er following, this was the 
first year that the organiz- 
ers of JohnCon waived the 
entrance fee. 

As Bismayer graduates 
from Hopkins, he looks 
forward to handing his key 
role as head organizer to 
his successor. 

“L intend to pass on my 
experience to my prede- 
cessor, and he will have, 
hopefully, what he needs 
to do to make this Con as 
good as it was last year and ~ 
make it better,” Bismayer 

said. . he* 

HopSFA will begin the 
early stages of planning for 
JohnCon ‘13 in the upcom- 
ing months. rs 
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By KATHERINE SIMEON 


News & Features Editor 


Class registration is a 
serious process. Searching 
through next semester's 
course offerings, students 
wonder about what type 
of work is required in each 
class, which classes they 
need to graduate on time 
and which to place in the 
ISIS cart first. 

Readings, papers and 
labs are all commonplace 
in the classroom scene. 
However, in the “Adver- 
tising and Promotions” 
course, students directly 
apply what they are learn- 
ing outside of the class- 
room. 

Offered through the 
Center for Leadership 
Education, the 40-person 
class is extremely diverse, 
comprised of students 
ranging from freshmen to 
seniors, with majors rang- 
ing from engineering to 


The z-man striking a pose at the 


economics. Offered every 
spring, the class is con- 
nected to a professional 
client who gives them a set 
of goals for an advertising 
campaign. 

For a semester-long 
project, the class is mod- 
elled after an advertising 
team, with different de- 
partments, managers and 
staff members. 

“It’s entirely an ex- 
perimental learning type 
of situation. So it’s really 
interesting, it’s very real 
world experience. The 
class also has readings and 
things to make it more of 
an academic class. But the 
project is the biggest thing 
that we do for the class,” 
senior Ava Scheininger, 
an Economics major in 
the class and the advertis- 
ing team’s co-coordinator, 
said. 

This semester, the class’s 
client is zaahah.com, a so- 
cial search engine. Users 
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Hopkins advertising class learns concepts outside the classroom 


register with the search 
engine, which functions 
like Google or Bing. When 
users enter something intq 
the search engine, they will 
be able to see other users 
who searched for the same 
item and chat with them to 
improve their search. 

The class’s objective is 
to spread awareness of 
the search site using the 
advertising skills they 
learned in class. Their ul- 
timate goal is to obtain 
75,000 site registrations 
and more than 50 percent 
awareness, or how many 
people know about zaa- 
hah.com on campus. 

“We conducted pre- 
campaign research and at 
the end of the campaign, 
we will also conduct post 
campaign research,” 
Scheininger said. “Origi- 
nally when we had con- » 
ducted our pre-campaign 
research no one said they 
had ever heard of zaahah. 
When we conduct our 
post-campaign research, 
we hope that people will 
say that they heard of 
zaahah and they know 
what it is through our 
advertising and all our 
events.” 

In order to achieve this 
goal, the class has been 
working hard producing 
media and hosting events 
to spread the word about 
zaahah.com. 

“We've come up with 
an entire integrated mar- 
keting campaign, which 
pretty much means that 
we haven't focused on sim- 
ply one aspect of advertis- 
ing, we've done it all and 
we've been trying to bring 
it all together,” Scheininger 
said. 

The class has made fli- 
ers to post around cam- 
pus and stickers to dis- 
tribute to students ‘who 
registered for the site. 


Website helps students find free food 


By SINDU RAVI 
Staff Writer 


Food is essential for 
college students to fuel 
their studies and activi- 
ties, but many students 
have strict criteria when 
selecting and obtaining 
food. Some students need 
food has to be easy to 
make or to covertly eat in 
the library. Others need it 
to be low on calories when 
dieting or able to power 
all-nighter when study- 
ing late. Though different 
students want different 
things, cheap and free 
food is a universal prefer- 
ence. 

Nourishmeforfree. 
com, a website that was 
launched at the beginning 
of the semester, is updat- 
ed daily to show events 
with free food on campus. 
It lists and categorizes 
free food offered during 
each event each day, from 
light refreshments to free 
pizza to coffee, pastries 
and treats. 

The site also contains a 
link so students can “sub- 
mit a tip” if they know 
about free food on cam- 
pus. Students can also 
sign up to receive regular 
email updates about the 


events. These resources 


give students a direct 
source for students to 
find free food at events on 
campus. 

Some of the site’s feed- 
back has been positive. 

“Nourishmeforfree.com 
is such a great website, I 
can get all the free food I 
want even when I’m pull- 
ing all-nighters to study,” 
Seti Elmasri, a junior, said. 

The website now has a 
mailing list, Facebook page 
and twitter, making the 
site’s contents even more 
accessible. 
_ Nourishmeforfree.com 
is run by Hopkins stu- 
dents junior Will Shep- 
herdson, the creator of the 


_ website, as well as senior — 


TJ Bozada and junior Cary 
Glynn. They keep the site 


~* 


_ 


running and useful for 
students. 

However, free food is 
not the only aim of nour- 
ishmeforfree.com. Shep- 
herdson hopes that it will 
become a way to help the 
Hopkins community, espe- 
cially the student organi- 
zations on campus. 

“For a college student, 
this website is an easy way 
to find free food events,” 
Shepherdson said. “Nour- 


The site’s main goal was 
to be easy for students at 
Hopkins to view and navi- 
gate. Shepherdson aimed 
to make the website be a 
single page with no user 
registration. 

“T tried really hard to 
make _nourishmeforfree. 


com easy to view and use | 


for JHU students,” Shep- 
herdson said. “I wanted to 
make _nourishmeforfree. 
com as immediately useful 


ishmeforfree.com also as possible.” 

serves aS a Te haee 
promotional website 
vehicle for also faced 
student activ- Fora college the obstacle 
ity groups. student, this of convinc- 
St ud ent a \ees ing student 
groups pay a website is an easy groups to 
lot of mone support it 
for food at Ways find free eae send- 
their events food events. ing in tips. 
and they However, 
want people —WILL the _ site’s 
to come to SHEPHERDSON, Creator 
their activi- * has been 
ties. By ad- JUNIOR receiving 
vertising free positive 
food at their feedback. 
events, student groups “Everybody I’ve talked 
provide incentives for to about the website has 


JHU students to attend 
these events, generating 
higher event turnouts. All 
student groups have to do 
is submit tips to nourish- 
meforfree.com of the free 
food offered at any of their 
events to attract students 
who visit the website.” 

The site, also hopes to 
extend its scope to the 
graduate community as 
well by getting graduate 
student organizations to 
send tips for free food at 
their events. 

“Well, there are a lot 
of graduate organizations 
on campus, and I know 
they want undergrads 
to attend their events so 
I would like the site to 
be able to bridge the gap 
between undergrads and 
grads in terms of partici- 

ation in events,” Shep- 


‘herdson said. 


Despite the site’s suc- 
cess, there were a lot of 


challenges for the stu-_ 


dents developing the site. 


been really happy,” Shep- 
herdson said. 

The site is still looking 
to make improvements on 
the site, including allowing 
student groups to indepen- 
dently post events on the 
site by themselves, rather 
than sending a tip that 
must go through the site’s 
admin. Additionally, the 
site also hopes to expand 
its student staff to make 
improvements on the site 

Shepherdson is also 
looking to expand the site 


and bring it to other col- — 


lege campuses with hun- 
gry college students. 

“I'm looking to expand 
this site to other universities 
as well and be able to make 
a national website with 
links to individual nour- 
ishmeforfree web pages for 
each American university. 


‘Then, I hope to make this 


national website able to lo- 
cate site visitors by location 


as well as their respective _ 


colleges,” Shepherdson said. 


They have also hosted 
multiple events such as 
a Trivia Night at Nolan’s 
and a Beach Party on the 
Beach in front of the li- 
brary. While all of the 
events were crucial in 
helping spread the word 
about’ zaahah.com, the 
Trivia game demonstrat- 
ed the function of the site 
to students. Participants 
searched for the answers 
to the trivia questions us- 
ing zaahah.com. 

“We made extreme- 
ly hard questions,” 
Scheininger said about the 
trivia event. 

The class also estab- 
lished themselves in the 
social networking scene. 
They introduced Z-man, a 
mascot they created for the 
site and the face of their 
campaign. 

“We created a mascot 
called ‘z-man’ who’s the 
social search superhero. 
But he is the face of our 
campaign. He is all over 
facebook and_ twitter,” 
Scheininger said. 

The class's campaign is 


COURTESY OF KELSEY DONOHUE 
The advertising team introduced z-man, the social search superhero, as the face of zaahah’s advertising campaign. 


also entered in the startUP 
productions Marketing, 
Competition, competing 
against campaigns of 12 
other schools across the 
country. 

“At the end of the se- 
mester, we will be graded 
and compared to how we 
did versus how the other 
schools did,” Scheininger 
said. 

If the class’s campaign is 
selected as a finalist, class 
will have a chance to win 
money for the Center for 
Leadership Education. The 
class is highly motivated 
but sees the challenges 
ahead. 

“(The goal of 75,000 reg- 
istrations] will be a little bit 
hard for us, just because 
our school is so small but 
we hope that they take 
into account that we are 
a small school competing 
with much larger schools,” 
Scheininger said. 

Overall, students have 
found the class invigorat- 
ing and engaging for dif- 
ferent reasons.- LOnes 

“There’s just so ‘much 


o 


that goes into what we do 

that it’s hard to say what 

we learned in one sen- 

tence,” Scheininger said. 

“And I really think if you 

were to talk to somebody 

else in the class they 

would say they learned 

five different things than 

what I would say and 

somebody else would say 

even five more things. It 

depends on what you are 

getting involved in and 

I absolutely suggest ev- , 
eryone take this class if 

you have any interest in 

advertising, event plan- 

ning [public relations] or 
graphic design or any- 

thing, it’s a great oppor- 
tunity to kind of find 
your niche in what you 
like to do if you are at all 
interested in any of the 
topics.” 

The class’s campaign 
ends at this Saturday’s la- 
crosse game versus Mary- 
land where the z-man 
interacting with the fans. 
Zaahah giveaways will 


be ‘distributed ‘among the 


crowd. 
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Football player presents on professional career, faith, family 


Stover kicks off FCA’s Bible Study with a discussion of his life in the NFL 


FCA, From Al 
divorced—she’d be worth 
a lot,” Stover said, “I say 


that humorously, but I’m 
not kidding you.” 

Stover revealed that he 
did not always have his 
priorities straight. He said 
that God allowed for free 
will and for him to choose 
things, but did not make 
him choose to sin. 

“Tl had the whole world 
and was forfeiting my own 
soul,” Stover said. 

Stover emphatically as- 
serted he has improved 
himself from his former 
state and has learned what 
being a man is. 

“I finally understood 
that the first definition 
of a man is that he first 
must accept responsibil- 
ity. A man is somebody 
who says my wife, my 
daughter, my job I am re- 
sponsible for and | must 
deal with these issues. 
Which brings me to the 
second issue, which is | 
reject passivity . . . and 
then next thing is that you 
must lead courageously. 

* Somebody that leads cou- 
rageously does it even if 
it’s hard,” Stover said. 

Stover continued by 
claiming that despite his 
success as an athlete, he 
led an empty life. Now, 


however, he is fulfilled by 
giving back to others and 
leading a Christian life. 
‘Even though I reached 
the pinnacle of my career. 
it was still empty, and 
it did come to an end,” 
Stover “People al- 
ways ask me, ‘What are 
you doing now?’ I say, 
‘I’m serving. Number one, 
I’m my family. 
Number two, I’m serving 
the community, which of 
-and 


said 


serving 


course is the Lord. . 
the church.” 

Stover declared that he 
leaves the world of football 
without regrets because 
what he truly feels remorse 
for is mistreating people 
who are important to him, 
such as his family, and not 
a failure in football. 

“When I look back at my 
career, I don’t have regret. 
I don’t have regret of miss- 
ing a 51-yard field goal. . .1 
do have regret for how I’ve 
handled situations with 
my family or people, but I 
know I’ve been forgiven. . 
I know that if I make the 
right choices, and I stay 
accountable, and I jour- 
nal, and I do the things 
that God has asked me to 
do, there’s going to be a 
whole lot less regret in my 
life than if I didn’t,” Stover 
said. 


COURTESY OF KATIE RROOKS 
A full audience received the Ravens kicker with interest in his career. 


Senior Stepha- 
nie Fong, soph- 
omores Katie 
Brooks, Jared 


Beekman and Eva 
Smith and juniors 
Megan Hogdson 
and Marie Fergu- 
son organized the 
event. 

FCA wanted 
to bring Stover to 
speak because he 
personifies the in- 
tersection of reli- 
gion and sports. It 
strove to broaden 
the perspective of 
its members. 

“This semester, 
we made an ef- 
fort to bring guest 
speakers to our 
group in order to 
gain perspectives 
on faith beyond 
what our week- 
ly Bible studies 
typically entail,” 
senior Stephanie 


Nae eee a eae 


—— 


PHOTO CREDIT 


Fong, President of Stover shared his experiences as an athlete and a Christian, to which many athletes at Hopkins could relate. 


FCA, wrote in an 

email to The News-Letter. 
“I personally was excited 
to learn about how he ap- 
plies Christianity to his 
life, and of course, to hear 
stories from his life and 
career in the NEL.” 

The strength of Sto- 
ver’s presentation lied in 
exposing the glamorous 
world of the NFL, while 
also detailing experiences 
with which FCA members 
could relate. 

“As a graduating senior 
whose. career in _ basket- 
ball has come to an end, I 
could also relate to what 
he said about the end of 
your competitive career as 
a death of sorts, but ulti- 
mately, that we are defined 
by much more than our 
sports or achievements,” 
Fong wrote. 

The reception amongst 
FCA members who attend- 
ed the event was positive. 
It had an impact on them 
as students, athletes and 
Christians. 

“As a student, it made 
me think of my sport in 
more realistic terms - that 
I won't have it forever and 
academics are still really 
important; as an athlete, 


it made me recognize that _ 


I can use the spotlight to 
put all eyes on Him and off 
of me and that I just need 
to give God the glory, win 
or lose or no matter how 
I play; as a Christian, it 
reaffirmed that Christ re- 


No shoes, no salety for students 


SHOES, From Al 
The event consisted of sev- 
eral fun, foot-related ac- 
tivities — including a “shoe 
check,” 
where peo- 


pus because we’re often in 
our own Hopkins bubble 


here,” junior Stephanie 
Caronna said. 

Junior 

Stephanie 


le could Spetka said 
leave their I believe the aE attended 
shoes for a : : the —_ event 
couple hours impact of this because she 
to join the campaign has always 
pledge, feet been in- 
painting supercedes the volved. 
and “foot : “It’s a 
interactive” cost of buying a good cause 
games such new pair of shoes. and I’ve al- 
as Twister ways — par- 
and Hop- — Monika ticipated in 
scotch. In “One Day 
addition, SANTANA, Without 
people could SENIOR Shoes” on 
place an April 10,” 
order for a she said. 
blank pair of Stein is 
Toms which they would be _ the president of the Public 


able to design at a second 
event called “Style Your 
Sole.” 

“1 think it’s great that 
they’ve managed to tie in 
fun games to raise aware- 
ness for a really concerning 
topic,” sophomore Becky 
Sturner said. “It’s impor- 
tant to get the message out 
in a way that will engage 
college students.” 

Some students echoed 
these sentiments. 

“It’s important to build 
’ global awareness on cam- 


Health Brigades and at- 
tributes a lot of the inspi- 
ration for her decision to 
organize the event on her 
past experiences in Hon- 
duras. 

“I saw a lot of kids 
running around without 
shoes where there was 
broken glass, construc- 
tion and other hazards,” 
she said. “It was an eye- 
opening experience. I’ve 
stepped on my fair share 
of rocks today and it’s not 
fun. I can’t imagine doing 


it every day.” 

The event demonstrat- 
ed the difficulties of not 
wearing shoes and the 
health risks involved. Ev- 
ery few squares on the 
Hopscotch course had 
facts about foot-related 
illnesses that can develop 
as a result of going bare- 
foot in less than prime 
conditions. One square 


_read: “Millions of children 


around the world are at 
risk of injury, disease, and 
soil-transmitted infections 
because they do not have 
proper footwear.” The 
next square over stated: 
“Hookworm can cause 
intestinal pain, weakness, 
and cognitive impair- 
ment.” Another square 
said: “Children who are 


ally does fill an emptiness 
that no amount of worldly 
things can fulfill,” fresh- 
man KC Emerson wrote 
in an email to The News- 
Letter. 

Specifically, the story 
Stover told about miss- 
ing the kick against the 
Saints made an impres- 
sion among FCA mem- 
bers, demonstrating to 
them how even his failure 
glorified God. 

“I was impacted greatest 
by the story he told about 
Jim Nance talking on air 
about God and Matt Sto- 
ver during the 2009 Super- 
bowl, and it was inspiring 
how he gave God the glory 
even when he missed ‘the 


kick against the Saints,” 
sophomore FCA member 


77 
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The Women’s Lacrosse Team attended Stover's presentation to 


i’s Business Time at 
The News-Letter 


Katie Brooks wrote in an e- 
mail to The News-Letter. 
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healthy are more likely to 
be successful students.” 

“Il would definitely go 
to an event like this in the 
future. I believe the impact 
of this campaign super- 
sedes the cost of buying a 
new pair of shoes,” senior 
Monika Santana said. 

At the event, senior Jen- 
ny Hession dipped her foot 
in bright blue paint and 
proceeded to make foot- 
prints on a large banner. 

“It’s a fun way to sup- 
port a really fantastic 
cause,” she said. 


aving to write a word 
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Email business@jhunewsletter.com 


to find out more. 
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Hopkins students succeed at SABRE Business Simulation Competition 


SABRE, rrom Al 
discipline in the past three 
decades. 

The team 


traveled to 
Louisiana 


over spring 
break to compete on Mar. 
oa 

“Tit was] against all 
odds,” junior Carasiti, a 
Mechanical 
major, said. 

“We're all incredibly 
happy,” he said. “Prepara- 
tion was minimal and the 
software required [by the 
competition] usually poses 
a learning curve — but it 
looks like we broke it.” 


Engineeri ng 


American Marketing Association 


inspire ¢« onnect «create 


The SABRE contest is 
a hands-on, analytical 
test of students’ ability 
to succeed in a dynamic 
marketplace. The initials 
SABRE stand for Strategic 
Allocation of Business Re- 
sources. 

It injects its partici- 
pants into a _ simulated 
“year” (seven hours) in 
a competitive business 
market, during which 
analyses are made, goods 
are purchased, employees 
are hired and, ultimate- 
ly, a company report is 
compiled: a close quality 


COURTESY OF AMA 


The American Market Association hosted the business competition. 


Students debate bioethics and health care with HUBS © 


RESEARCH, From pace Al 
countries who participate 
in research? 

Some members of the 
audience were students 
looking to earn extra credit 
in their In- 
troduction 
to Moral 
Philosophy 
class. 

“T came 
to the event 
because I 
could . get 


It’s important 

to discuss what 
the issues facing 
healthcare in the 


stinct,” freshman Jeremy 
Lin said. 

Some students enjoyed 
coming, despite originally 
attending for the sake of a 
class. 

“Tm glad 
that the pro- 
fessor of- 
fered this 
as an extra 
credit as- 
signment, 
because 
otherwise 


extra credit : I probably 
for my In- developing world: would _ not 
troduction are have heard 
to Moral s of it,” sopho- 
Philosophy — CHLOE REICHEL, more Christi- 
class, .but I na Luk said. 

also enjoyed FRESHMAN In con- 
it because it trast, Chloe 
was like an Reichel, a 
outlet to talk freshman, 
about important issues, attended the event because 


global issues, without hav- 
ing to necessarily examine 
it from an academic lens. 
It was more about how 
you felt about issues on in- 


she is a Philosophy major 
and found the. topic inter- 
esting. 

“I think this event is 
especially pertinent now 


evaluation of which deter- 
mines the winner. 

“Participants must 
make their decisions in 
the face of uncertain mar- 
ket conditions, including 
competitor’s moves,” the 
AMA website’s page for 
the 2012 competition said. 
“As is often the case in real 
life, there is no one specific 
solution to a problem but 
there are alternatives that 
are clearly superior or in- 
ferior.” 

During the seven-hour 


XIXI XU/PHOTOGRAPHY STAFFS 
Small groups discussed the implications of health care and research worldwide. 


ALE 


contest, these solutions 
come in hyper-real-time, 
Carasiti said. 

“We had a morning and 
afternoon to make deci- 
sions that a firm gener- 
ally makes in a year,” he 
said. “And we were defi- 
nitely learning as we went 
along.” 

He cites the Hopkins’ 
apparent “underdog” sta- 
tus as initially daunting, 
and the competition they 
faced as even more so. 

“We were up against 
teams like [the University 
of Pennsylvania], which 
offers a full course to train 
students in the competi- 
tion’s marketing software. 
It was stressful at first, but 
when we jumped ahead of 
Penn in the second half, 
we thought ‘wow, we’ve 


with the Affordable Care 
Act before the Supreme 
Court,” she said. “It’s im- 
portant to discuss what the 
issues facing healthcare in 
the developing world are. 
My favorite part was being 
able to discuss these issues 
with other people who 
have a background in eth- 
ics or are interested in it.” 

The event was discus- 
sion based, encouraging 
everyone to speak out 
regardless of their back- 
ground. 

“J was surprised that 
people were very well in- 
formed by things,” sopho- 
more Morgan Halstead 
said. “Even people who 
were initially hesitant to 
join in eventually got the 
hang of it. I like that as- 
pect of it and how it was 
a lot of open discussion. 
Nobody ever said you're 
wrong. It was very re- 
spectful.” 

Halstead was not the 
only one who thought the 
event went well. 

“Ym _ pleased 


tani, Director of 
HUBS and Re- 
search Program 
Coordinator at 
the Berman In- 
stitute of Bioeth- 
ics, said. “Ideal- 
ly, we would like 
to have better 
technology and 
faculty moder- 
ating some of 
these _ things. 
Most of the 
moderators are 
students — most 
of them have 
been trained 
to moderate by 
me and_ they 
brought — what- 
ever moderating 


; 


with the turn-— 
out,” Abbas Rat- — 


ey idl 
COURTESY OF LESLIE KENDRICK CREDIT 


The Hopkins team, Brooks, Carasiti, Le, Mulholland, Suter and Yaccarino, placed third at the competition. 


never done this before, 
and now we're beating one 
of the country’s best mar- 
keting teams.’ That’s when 
we really became emo- 
tionally invested in it,” he 
said. 

Xiao Le, a junior Chemi- 
cal & Biomolecular Engi- 
neering major, concurred. 

“Penn competes every 
year, and this was our first. 
And we beat them,” he 
wrote in an email to The 


experience they had to the 
table. Still, it’d be great if we 
had people who are experts 
moderating.” 

Rattani noted that atten- 
dance has increased since 
HUBS began holding these 
events two years ago. 

“A symposium goes 
back to the original idea of 
the Ancient Greeks — to 
provide good food, good 


News-Letter. 

Leslie Kendrick, who 
advises the Hopkins 
chapter of the AMA, sug- 
gests that Hopkins’ tri- 
umph derives from the 
raw ability of its team, 
with preparation — how- 
ever minimal — as an an- 
cillary benefit. 

“The performance of 
our students who are mi- 
noring in Entrepreneur- 
ship & Management shows 


people and good ‘conver- 


sation all together,” he 
said. “We tried to bring 


. that here. Our belief is that 


people don’t want to go toa 
lecture after they just came 
from a lecture. They want 
to do something that em- 
powers them and makes 
them think more. Every- 
thing that we try to do fos- 
ters that.” 


that they can compete with 
the likes of marketing ma- 
jors at [Hopkins’ peer insti- 
tutions],/” Kendrick wrote 
in an email to The News- 
Letter. 

Hopkins offers no mar- 
keting major, but Kend- 
rick, with two decades of 
experience in the Baltimore 
chapter of the AMA, uti- 
lizes the Entrepreneurship 
& Management minor and 
the Center for Leadership 
Education to identify stu- 
dents with marketing skills 
and link them with the lo- 
cal marketing network — an 
invaluable aspect of the 
AMA, Carasiti said. 

“I became active [in 
AMA| this fall, when Pro- 
fessor Kendrick pushed me 
into it because I’m an engi- 
neer, since SABRE is just a 
lot of numbers. I’ve since 
had the opportunity to 
shadow the Chief Manag- 
ing Officer of the Baseball 
Factory,” he said, referring 
to the athletic education fa- 
cility twenty miles south of 
Baltimore. ; 
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Support the JHU St. Baldrick’s Foundation Event and watch the head-shaving 
of Hopkins Athletic Director, Tom Calder, and other volunteers during the 
half-time of the Men’s Lacrosse game vs. University of Maryland. 


ALL PROCEEDS GO TO FUDNING CHILDHOOD CANCER RESEARCH, 
including doctors here at Hopkins!! 


Join the event on Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/events/245314595549254/ 


Donate at: 
http://www.stbaldricks.org/events/JHUsavesthekids 


BEATIT } 
JHU ST. BALDRICK’S DAY 
APRIL 14** 2012 
HOPKINS MEN’S LAX VS. UMD @6PM 


Be a 
GLASS PAVILION 


HOMEWOOD CAMPUS 
S10 1T 


HOPKINS ID REQUIRED FOR ENTRY 
ALTERNATIVE BEVERAGES WILL BE AVAILABLE 


MUST BE 21+ TO DRINK 
SEMIFORMAL ATTIRE ENCOURAGED 


BROUGHT TO YOURY: 
DSAGA, THE HOPKINS LGBT GRAD STUDENT GROUP, 
THEGERTAUDE STEIN SOCIETY, & THE PEABODY GAY-STRAIGHT ALLIANCE 
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Get a taste for Little Italy at 


he cab ride was 


almost better 
than the ex- 
perience. We 


stepped into a 
cab on St. Paul Street, and 
our cabbie immediately 
sensed that we are food 
critics from the way we 
were blabbing about ‘food, 
articles, restaurants, etc. 
He gave us his personal 
opinions about restaurants 
in Baltimore's Little Italy, 
listing Sabatino’s as one 
of the best and encourag- 
ing us to look up “Best of 
Baltimore” restaurants on 
the spot. Thirty dollars 
later, we pulled up to La 
Tavola, characteristic of a 
typical Little Italy restau- 
rant but not featured on 
the Best of Baltimore list. 
A kind woman greeted 
us, but what started out as 
friendly small talk quickly 
turned into a conversation 
about thinning hair. Not 
exactly what we had in 
mind to first start off our 
pasta meal. 

We were seated at a ta- 
ble and looked around to 
assess our surroundings. 
Only two other tables were 
filled, and let’s just say 
we brought down the age 
average in the room sig- 
nificantly. The room was 
too quiet, but at the same 
time we felt like the clas- 
sical music was blaring in 
our ears. The frescos on the 
yellow walls were barely 
visible in the dim light- 
ing, and yellowed curtains 
topped off the decorations. 
Granted, we dined at La 
Tavola early on a Monday 
evening. Nevertheless, we 
were relieved when the 
bread and olive oil arrived, 
and after deeming it deli- 
cious, we were hopeful 
that the food would rem- 
edy the ambiance. 

We perused the menu 
and decided on a salad to 
start with two different 
pasta dishes. Less than five 
minutes after placing our 
order, the salad showed 
up on our table. This was 


HIP HOP 


The next generation of COLUMNS is here. This is the place for restaurants, fashion, fitness, cooking, relationships, lifestyle and trends 


Wake up Hopkins, 
there is more out there 


There is so much to your life than grades 


LITTLE ITALY 


_ ROBERT McCLINTOCK © 


COURTESY OF ROBERT MCCLINTOCK 


An artistic rendering of Little Italy, by city great Robert McClintock. 


disconcerting. We under- 
stand that the restaurant 
was not bustling, but we 
would have liked more 
time to build our appetites 
and enjoy the good bread- 
basket. Our salad, the In- 
salata Tavola, consisted of 
arugula tossed in lemon 
vinaigrette, roasted sweet 
peppers, hearts of palm 
and was topped with a 
Portobello mushroom. The 
mushroom was_ packed 
with flavor and we de- 


sourer than citrus, and 
this was the salad’s ulti- 
mate downfall. 

As critics who try to 
find the positive in our 
reviews, we didn’t want 
to throw in the towel too 
soon before tasting La 
Tavola’s signature home- 
made pastas. We had or- 
dered a special capellini 
tossed with sausage, pep- 
pers and mushrooms in 
a white wine sauce and a 
linguini tossed with ol- 


voured ives and 
stntly, Alex Barbera& = tcsin. 
foe uly! G es R tomato 
se, Georgina Rupp p<: 
dient Delicious Dishing: vas jus 
tasted the right 
bland. [he PhenomeNOMS amount 

ven of pasta 
coed Spe: on each 
hearts of palm, which plate in an appetizing 


had caused us to order 
the dish, were tasteless 
and watery and seemed to 
have come from a can. The 
lemon vinaigrette tasted 


and colorful presentation. 
The pasta itself was high 
quality. It was cooked to 
perfection, al dente and 
was, without a doubt, 


La Tavola, Vaccaro’s 


homemade. It was a treat. 
Unfortunately, the dish- 
es themselves were not 
up to par. The flavors of 
the pasta dishes did not 
meld well together; they 
seemed random and sep- 
arate. In the special pasta, 
identified the same 
sweet pepper ingredient 
— and the same taste — 
that we had not really en- 
joyed just moments before 
in our salad course. The 
sausage was decent but 
not tasty enough for us 
to clean off our plate. The 
linguini dish was better, 
and it seems that simple 
is better in this restau- 
rant. We did not taste the 
pesto flavor of the sauce 
at all, but, if we’d been 
expecting simple tomato 
sauce pasta, this would 
have hit the spot. 

At the end of the meal, 
we decided that the food 
was mediocre and not 
extremely exciting. Al- 
though the pasta was de- 
cent, we were simply not 
wowed by the meal. And 
being the food critiques 
we are with extremely 
sensitive palettes, La 
Tavola just didn’t satisfy 
our refined taste. Leaving 
the restaurant, we took 
our leftover pasta (defi- 
nitely a more enjoyable 
midnight snack than arti- 
ficial ramen noodles) and 
headed down the street to 
Vaccaro’s, a small Italian 
café, for dessert. 

Vaccaro’s offers tradi- 
tional Italian pastries, the 
most popular of those be- 
ing their cannoli. We are 
not the biggest fans of 
cannoli, but after tasting 
one of these cannoli shells 
filled with fresh cream 
and chocolate chips on 
the spot, we had to pur- 
chase five more. Clearly, 
these did the trick. We can 
thank Vaccaro’s for finally 
allowing us to appreci- 
ate Peter Clemenza’s wise 
instructions in The Godfa- 
ther: “Leave the gun. Take 
the cannoli.” 


we 


recently had an in- 

duced epiphany. 

During dinner with 

adult family friends, 

people with whom I 
am quite close, the follow- 
ing statement was made: 
“The biggest thing you're 
doing wrong is not hav- 
ing enough fun in college.” 
This was, of course direct- 
ed at me. Until spring break 
of this year, I was in many 
ways a model student. | 
never missed a reading in 
a single class (around 80 
percent of my schoolwork 
is reading) and stressed 
when B’s appeared on 
ISIS. I came to Hopkins to 
work, and work | did: hard. 
School was my absolute 
priority. I still maintained 
a semblance of a social life, 
was heavily involved in 
student organizations and 


| had enough free time to 
| not go entirely insane. But 
| fun was not 


currence. 
M y 
friend’s car- 
ing _repri- 
| mand has, 
| in a_ very 
short time, 
had a pro- 
found im- 


| pact on how 


asked for a transcript. Sure, 
| want to keep my GPA up 
for the prospect of graduate 
school, but maybe grades 
just aren’t as important as I 
previously felt. To be fair, | 
regularly gave hypocritical 
advice to friends, saying 
that grades didn’t matter in 
the grand scheme and that 
success was about who you 
are as a person. I believed 
every word, and still do, 
but wasn’t able to act until 
now. 
I am just one student, 
a dabbler, as some would 
put it, in arts and crafts. 
But people, it’s just not 
worth it. Complaining 
about school is one thing, 
totally normal, but letting 
it rule your life is straight 
up wrong. Have you ever 
walked to the Guilford 
tulip garden? Have you 
ever thrifted in Hamp- 
den? Have you ever been 
to Chaps Pit 


a regular oc- 


longer do I 
view every 
assignment 
as essential 
(let’s be real, 


the assign- 

ments? A small percent- 
age I'd bet). Of the around 
ten internships I applied to 
for the summer, only one 


Thailand houses beautiful beaches and the Grand Palace 


o conclude my 

Asia — diatribe, 

I would like 

to talk to you 

about Thailand. 
I wrote a little bit about 
Thailand last semester in 
my column about my first 
trip to Asia, but this second 
experience was very differ- 
ent, and I went to different 
places so I think it deserves 
its own column. 

For those of you who 
haven’t been reading my 
last few columns, I spent 
my intersession in Asia 
visiting my boyfriend An- 
gus, who is spending the 
year abroad at Peking Uni- 
versity in Beijing China. 
After a mere two days in 
the frigid cold of Beijing, 
we couldn't wait to hop 
on a plane and get to Thai- 
land, along with its beauti- 


ing us that the palace was 
closed for the next hour. 
I was suspicious, but for 
some reason decided not to 
say anything. 

Then they put us in a 
tuk tuk and told us we 
were going on a boat ride. 
Ok — definitely a scam. 
But at this point I just went 
along with it because I had 
not gotten to do the boat 
ride the last time I was in 
Bangkok. 

_ Iwas surprised, howev- 
er, that they had succeeded 
in fooling Book who actu- 
ally speaks Thai. Although 
to his credit he has never 
had to deal with all of this 
touristy stuff. 

The boat ride ended up 
being awesome. It turns 
out that there are lots of lit- 
tle canals running through 
the old parts of the city, 


means that you are pour- 
ing money into the local 
economy (I assume that 
the guys who drive the 
boats and the taxis share 
the profits with the men 
at the doors of the palace) 
and you will get to have 
a very unique and photo- 
worthy experience. If you 
don’t like how sketchy that 
sounds, you can also prob- 
ably arrange it through 
your hotel. 

Anyway, afterward, we 
made our way back to the 
Grand Palace, which simi- 
lar to Thai religious tem- 
ples, was adorned with 
beautiful colors, shiny 
mosaic tiles and gold 
leaves. 

Very unlike any Euro- 
pean palace you will ever 
see, the Grand Palace looks 
almost otherworldly. Even 


to the beach closest to 
our hotel. After seeing a 
few too many men and 
women overcrowding the 
beaches leaving little to 
the imagination, along 
with getting stung by 
something in the water, 
we decided to leave after 
an hour and a half and 
we didn’t go back to the 
beach once in the rest of 
our four days. 

I will say, however, thatif 
you can get over the crowd 
on the beaches, the beaches 
themselves are quite beau- 
tiful. I think a large part of 
my disappointment with 
Phuket can be blamed on 
my personality. 

I don’t do so well with 
the whole “sitting still” 
thing, I like to travel 
around and see the sites. 
But when it’s 90 degrees 


however. Phuket town is 
very un-touristy and is 
full of beautiful old Sino- 
Portuguese architecture. 
The old governor’s man- 
sion has a restaurant and 
cooking classes inside! 
Another cool outing was 
our daylong boat ride to 
explore the islands around 
Phuket. 

We got to go snorkeling 
and see some really beauti- 
ful beaches. We got to meet 
some interesting people as 
well. Our boat had about 
20 people on it and they 
were from all over the 
world — Australia, South 
Africa, Iceland, Scotland, 
Brazil and England. 

I recommend  Thai- 
land whole-heartedly to 
any and everyone. It is 
an amazing country with 
so much to see and do. If 


£ 


Underground 


This column engages 
political, cultural and 


Beef? Have 
you heard 
of any of 
these plac- 
es? Hopkins 
as an entity 
does a hor- 
rible job of 
helping stu- 
dents get 
out of the 


| I live my life Nicholas DePaul bubble, and 
| at Home- . at a place 
wood. No  Vojcefromthe _ like Hop- 


kins with a 
large num- 
ber of fairly 
anti-social 
students, 


how | many philosop: hical issues the school 

other people through provocative and | 

read even 50 occasionally radica take a more 
| percent of are uate active role 


in promot- 
ing bubble-bursting. I 
have many specific sug- 
gestions, but they are for 
a later column. 

One of the great things 
about Homewood is the 
number of flowering trees 
and plants on campus. I 
love to stand under the 
magnolias and stare up at 
the blue sky through the 
pink blossoms. But I never 
see anyone else doing the 
same. I never see anyone 
just relaxing and taking 
in the beauty of our cam- 
pus. Far more common is 
a distraught, talking-to- 
himself student running 
head down, clutching a 
thick book and loose-leaf 
pages. If this describes you, 
WAKE UP. You will be hap- 
pier if you relax, take a deep 
breath and accept that there 
is a world beyond your day- 
to-day life. I do not imply 
that everyone at Hopkins 
is depressed and school 
obsessed, but I am comfort- 
able in asserting that a large 
population of such students 
exists. I am also not advo- 
cating slacking off! 

I've been practicing 
the following process: 
the choice is to do work 


ful 85 degree weather. and for the first time I got though it is the top tour- and there isn’t a whole lot you're not a beach person | that isn’t essential, or 
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to the Grand Palace, where 
the Kings of Thailand lived 
until 1925. 

The current King lives 
in the Chitralada Palace, 
but he continues to use the - 
Grand Palace for special 
functions. When we ar- 
rived at the palace, there 
were men at the door tell- 


decks, while other decks 
were filled with potted 
plants that looked like they 
could fall into the water at 
any moment. 
It was like a third-world 
version of Venice. So if you 
ever find yourself at the 
Grand Palace in Thailand, 
just let them trick you. It 


Although we 
found a few 
really good 
restaurants, 
I was overall 
pretty disap- 
pointed with 
Phuket. On 
our first full 
day, we went 


; COURTESY OF CARTER BANKER 
Angus and Carter visited the beautifully adorned Grand Palace in Thailand. 


I doubt I'll ever go back. 
Perhaps I’m too pragmat- 
ic, and if I get burned then 
I'll live with it. So ’m go- 
ing to stop writing and go 
to a BBQ. Sun’s out, cherry 
trees in bloom. . .ah Hop- 
kins, I’m gonna miss you. 
I'm so glad and proud that 
I can say that. 
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ants, lists, thoughts, feelings, missed connections, haikus, confessions, furtive glances and, of course, sex. 


Instagram, Bubba Watson, Mike Kanen and the “Call me Maybe” campaign 


BUT ALSO observations, r 


Dan LeBatard Show 


ublic and private pressure is t “at te 
Ozzie today p 00 great....Expect Marlins to discipline 


Loose lipped, hot headed Miami Marlins head coach, Ozzie Guillen got into a little bit of hot water lately with his 
recent PENS to Time Magazine somewhat praising Cuban dictator, Fidel Castro. Yes, everyone is entitled to 
thetr Own opinion (right or wrong), but definitely not a smart move to come out and say it in a national publica- 
tion, especially when a large chunk of your fan base is Cuban-Americans. / 


Landry Fields andryfie 


gj |n Case you didn't know, that's the NBA! Shout out to 
@carmeloanthony, let that boy cook! #HappyEaster 


at =; 


OMasag 


Happy Easter and Happy Passover to everyone! On Easter Sunay, the Knicks had a huge win over the Chicago 
Bulls which came by way of a last second three by Carmelo Anthony. Have NY fans finally gotten what the team 
has paid for? Will Carmelo Anthony take his stellar play on Sunday into the playoffs (if they even make it)? We 
shall see, but Stanford Alum, Landry Fields seems pretty excited. — ' 


x 


N bubba watson 


Your tweets have been heard! The PINK driver is now available !! % 
i of PING proceeds go towards charity. Info here bit.ly/ID4Bfp 


Who doesn’t love to watch The Masters? I don’t really like to play/watch golf but I still find myself watching each 
and following every step of the four golf majors year after year. Bubba Watson came up huge this past weekend 
to win his first green jacket. It was really a feel good story, and, along with his great play and laid back attitude 
(as well as his emotional post victory interviews), it was really something great to watch and great for the sport. 


sq Stuart Johnson © stuio! | 
Vase About time RT @HopkinsSports: Kanen Named CC Player of the 
Week tinvurl.com/74rew6x 


CC pitcher nightmare and The News-Letter’s own, Mike Kanen, has been doing big things on the baseball dia- 
monds. After really stepping up this past weekend, Kanen was honored with CC player of the week. Stuart John- 
son, Hopkins baseball’s radio announcer (similar to Joe Buck, but has nicer hair and a better grasp for the sport of 
Baseball), is extending his congratulatory tweet. Well deserved for a great teammate! Congrats. 


HuffPost Tech = Hu i 
H Instagram worth more than New York Times, Office Depot, Papa 
Johns and other huge companies. See the full list: huff.to/lieuRyr 
Mark Zuckerberg has always wanted to improve the way that friends share photos with one another, and, after 
purchasing Instagram for roughly a billion dollars, he may have done just that. It will be exciting to see where 


Facebook will take it in the future. Looking at this tweet, it’s cool to think that one little App is now worth more 


CO 


than some of America’s top literary establishments and businesses. 


With JHU election season well on its way, we can all enjoy a good laugh from one campaign’s video, a remake of Carly | 


JHU Exec 2012] Call Me Maybe - Carly) ¥ More into 


oe aS 


Rae Jepsen’s “Call Me Maybe” music video. Although the video may lack the beauty of Ashley Tisdale, the dance moves 
of Justin Bieber or even the camera skills of some of the most amateur of YouTube artists, this video is still worth a watch. 
Any campaign team that is willing to put themselves out there like this is certainly in it to win it. 
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Ryan Kahn 
Tweets of the Week 


This weekly column features 
some of the top posts around 
the Twitter realm that deal 
with the week’s top stories in 
sports, politics, pop culture 
and all things news. 


~ More similar to your 
parents than you think 


y nose. 
Dad. My 
eyebrows. 
Dad again. 
Random 

bursts of energy. Yeah, 

that’s Dad. My perpetu- 
ally chapped lips. Mom. 

My chin. Mom again. My 


| window-shopping tenden- 
| cies. Definitely, Mom. Ev- 


| from 


| the 


ery kid has 
certain traits 
their 
parents, but, 
apart from 
obvious 
ones, I al- 
ways thought 
of myself as 
a separate 
entity not — 
completely 

influenced 

by their pres- 


ruins Garcia 


and, lo and behold, it ac- 
tually came out tasting 
mighty good. My mom 
wouldn’t let me forget it. 
At the baby shower, she 
constantly updated me 
on the status of remain- 
ing cupcakes and nearly 
fainted when people ate 
all of them. She was a 
proud mom. 


Icouldn’t 
expect my 
mom to 
get over 
that after 
the party 
ended. The 
next day, 
she went on 

_ about how 
we must 
open a bak- 


ery. It was 
then I real- 


ence in my Acolumn about my ized that I 

life. That was pet was more 
: amil , 

until recent- y like her 


ly. 

It was my sister’s fourth 
baby shower this past 
weekend. Naturally I de- 


| cided to contribute by bak- 


ing cupcakes. Two boxes 
of Betty Crocker yellow 
cake mix later, I realized 
something was missing. To 
make it taste better I added 
“secret ingredients,” aka 


| butter and sour cream, 


Bringing down the beat: The business aspect behind house music 


t seems that in the 
past few years, the 
music industry has 
undergone, and is 
still seeing, a gigan- 
tic, beat-filled transforma- 
tion. Instead of the tight 
pants of rockers, or the 
gold-plated grills of rap- 
pers, an increasing number 
of artists and music fans 
are switching their alle- 
giance to thumping basses, 
strobe lights and glow- 
sticks. What once was reg- 
ulated to drug filled base- 
ment clubs and abandoned 
' factories, house music or 
electronic dance music, 
has broken into the main- 
stream. Listening to the ra- 
dio, watching commercials 
or walking around any col- 
lege campus, the energetic 
lyrics and drumming beats 
have quickly assaulted our 
eardrums, and our culture. 
Led by the emphatic and 
beat dropping David Guet- 
ta, whose meteoric rise has 
made him one of the most 
sought after DJ/producers 
in the world, electronic mu- 
sic has definitively crossed 
over into the mainstream. 
Guetta, who is largely giv- 
en credit for this transition, 
is a unique artist whose 
feel good vibes and infec-. 
tious energy has brought 
him the title of #1 DJ in the 
world and millions of fans 
all over the globe. What the 
Beatles did for the Rock & 
_ Roll, Guetta, whose suc- 
cess is documented in the 
film Nothing but the Beat, has 
paved the way for dance 
music into mainstream 
pop culture. His collabora- 


tions with numerous R&B 
and Rap stars, including 
Akon, Rihanna and Usher, 
in his words, have “created 
a bridge between electronic 


Afrojack and Skrillex. Max 
Nimaroff, a current junior 
at Hopkins and avid house 
music fan, was in Miami 
for Ultra this Spring Break 


and urban and expe- 
Greg Bratone: 
cet zene Snecialist in the QMS, ta see 4 
ropping entertainment, and all m x's « 
canny things fun ype 


ous commercial success. 
How serious? Well, reports 
have said that he makes 
over one million dollars for 
a festival appearance and 
ten million for his Las Ve- 
gas Night Club residency. 
These numbers have be- 
come common for other top 
DJ's and are only one aspect 
that shows how big the mu- 
sic has gotten. 

Electronic concerts and 
festivals have also gotten 
more extravagant and more 
lucrative. The recent Ultra 
Music Festival in Miami 
saw a record attendance 
of 160,000 for the three 
day festival, with many of 
the attendees paying over 
$400 for a three day pass. 
In the last two years alone, 
the attendance has gone up 
by 65,000 people. On the 
West Coast, the even big- 
ger Electric Daisy Carnival 
in Las Vegas attracted over 
240,000 people in 2011 for 
its three day event. Head- 
lining these events are a 
growing number of well- 
known DJ's who have come 
to embody the new’ elec- . 
tronic wave, such as Avicii, 


so popular, Max sees the 
electronic music “as a type 
of music that appeals to 
everyone. It’s an exciting 
escape from reality that ca- 
ters around the audience, 
instead of the artists.” 
Along with festivals, it is 
not unusual for these D]’s to 
sell out the same stadiums 
that Bruce Springsteen. and 
Coldplay perform in, in only 
a matter of hours. These 


concerts and spectacle fes- 
tivals have been mostly 
dominated by a few inside, 
independent — promoters 
who have kept tight control 
over the production. On 
the other side of this are a 
number of outside promot- 
ers including Live Nations 
and A.E.G., who are on the 
outside looking in, and are 
ready to offer big money for 
a slice of the electronic pie. 
In the recent New York Times 
article “Electronic Dance 
Concerts Turns -Up The 
Volume, Tempt Investors”, 
Ben Sisario describes the 
newfound interest in elec- 
tronic dance concerts and 
how its playing out in Wall 
Street. With Wall Street tak- 
ing notice, a slew of eager 
investors are ready to offer 
tens of millions of dollars in 
order to buy these promo- 
tion companies and make 
it even bigger. However, 


some promoters, like Adam | 
Russakoff, Ultra’s director | 


of business, sees outside 
investment as unnecessary 
and even dangerous to the 
concerts growth. While in- 
vestors claim that outside 
capital is needed to grow 
these events, most promot- 
ing companies are -debt 
free, have rising profits and 
don’t see a need for outside 
assistance. For others, in- 
vestors represent “Big Busi- 
ness” and corporate take- 
overs that would ruin the 
individuality and creativity 
of the festivals and would 
make it “mainstream” but 


‘more in a bad way. 


For weary investors and 
the casual observers, elec- 
tronic music may just turn 
out to be a fad, like “super- 
maning a hoe” or mullets. It 
has only been a few years, 
but the success seems real 
and here to stay. 


COURTESY OF FRONT ROW PITS AND PAVEMENT 
World-famous DJ/Producer David Guetta brings down the house with a sold out performance 


than I thought. Her beau- 
tician and event-planning 
licenses are proof of her 
constantly fluctuating in- 
terests. Her varying inter- 
ests boils down to the fact 
that she wants to do so 
much, and that’s me. The 
future gets me nervous 
because I want to do so 
much, and I never know 
how I will work it all out 
without sacrificing one 
thing for another. 

A few days later I had 


| another epiphany, this 


time about my dad. One 
of my good friends here 
had one of her friends 
from Cali visit, and she 
coerced me into going out 
with them. If you know 
me, you also know that 
I don’t really go out, not 
because I stay in to study 
on a Friday night, but 
because I would rather 
stay in and read Game 
of Thrones. So-l went to 
the Spring Fling, and a 
little over an hour later 
I slipped away from my 
friends. I tried to make 
up excuses for leaving 
early but it was pointless. 
1 went back to my dorm 
and lay in bed, loving it. 

The next day I called 
up my dad and told him 
I’m not normal. I should 
not prefer lying in bed 
with a book as a col- 
lege freshman — he just 
laughed. I laughed too 
because I tend to slightly 
dramatize — everything 
I say, but then he said I 
was like him. I thought 
about it and knew he was 
right. I can go out but I 
can’t stay out. I’d rather 
chill; whenever I think of 
home that’s exactly what 
my dad does, stay in and 
watch the History and 
DIY channel (not con- 
stantly seeking out his 
friends because he enjoys 
his “me” time). 

I challenge you to think 
about what behaviors/ 
characteristics you've ad- 
opted from your parents. 
It's actually pretty fun, 
try it. Then call them up 
and say thanks, they’ve 
shaped you into who you 


are today. 


1 
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Editorial 


SGA Election Endorsements 


Every year, The News-Letter Editorial 
Board issues endorsements after review- 
ing the platforms of each candidate run- 
ning for the SGA Executive Board and in- 
terviewing the candidates. Endorsement 
was ultimately given to the candidates 
who demonstrated the most potential for 
success, the most experience in student 
government and the best record in effect- 
ing change. 

That being said, the Editorial Board has 
some reservations about the field this year. 
The two tickets have similar ideas, but 
seem socially polarized. It is not clear to us 
that if various members of each ticket were 
elected to the executive board they would 
be able to work together effectively. Fur- 
thermore, though the candidates clearly 
put significant effort into their campaigns, 
they seemed to be somewhat trapped 
in their rhetoric. The Song ticket circled 
endessly around the idea of an amorphous 
“friendship” between the SGA and the stu- 
dent body, and the Larkin ticket referred 
repeatedly to connections in the adminis- 
tration, which can be helpful, but can aso 
cause student leaders to lose touch. Below, 
we will outline these reservations as nec- 
essary, provide a brief background of each 
candidate, a description of their proposed 
policies and our reasons for endorsing and 
not endorsing. 

On a separate note, we would like to 
stress the importance and ease of voting 
in this eléction, especially because voter 
turnout has been disappointingly low in 

previous years. In the 2011 SGA Executive 
Election, for example, only about 30 per- 
cent of the undergraduate student body 
at Hopkins bothered to vote. Because stu- 
dents need only click a button on their lap- 
tops to cast their votes, we see no practi- 
cal reasons to abstain from voting. To this 
end, we urge all students to partake in 
these elections. As they decide who will 
represent the student body in the upcom- 
ing year it would seem that all but seniors 
have a vested interest in the outcome, and 
seniors especially should understand the 
importance of participating after four 
years here at Hopkins. Students must real- 
ize that their votes can have a fundamental 
impact on our community. 


“SGA President: Wyatt Larkin 


The News-Letter takes great care in de- 
ciding which presidential candidate to en- 
dorse. The SGA president's role is to lead 
the executive board through all of its deci- 
sions and to be the spokesperson for the 
student body. The two candidates for this 
position are Moses Song and Wyatt Lar- 
kin. While Song is experienced and dedi- 
cated to SGA, we believe that Larkin has 
the skills and experience to make himself 
an effective leader. Yet, we do not endorse 
Larkin without reservations. We were 
somewhat troubled when we observed 
his interactions with his running mates. 
Throughout our interview he seemed frus- 
trated, even pained, when another mem- 
ber of his ticket cut him off or strayed from 
a point he was trying to make. To be a suc- 
cessful leader he will need to become more 
open and flexible so his frustration does 
not impéde his judgement. Working with 
others is a crucial skill on SGA. 

Larkin, nonetheless, has been instru- 
mental in fostering greater transparency 
in SGA finances, creating the Taxi Share 
program and improving student life on 
campus. As part of his campaign, he has 
made the construction of a student union 
a top priority. He has also spent the past 
year meeting with administration officials 
to make that goal a reality. Larkin has been 
in SGA since his freshman year, which is 
a valuable asset in implementing policies. 
The relationships he has developed with 
members of the upper administration are 
invaluable. Larkin is dedicated to bring- 

ing more events to Hopkins — including a 
concert series to entertain students — and 


improving pedestrian safety by installing _ 


red light cameras to reduce speeding in 
Charles Village. The News-Letter endorsed 
Larkin last year for vice president. 

Song, his opponent, also has SGA ex- 

perience, but he has never been a member 
of the executive board. Furthermore, this 
page is disappointed by the fact that Song 
and the rest of his ticket used the same 
platform outline that the Sabnani cam- 
paign used in 2011. This inability to offer 
new and original ideas to students is trou- 
bling. What’s more, many of the policies 
taken from the Sabnani campaign have 
already. been implemented. After being 
questioned about the similarities between 
the two platforms, Song and his running 
mates erased the old Sabnani platform 
from their website and posted a new one, 
which included good ideas about uniting 
the SGA and Hopkins students. The Board 
believes, however, that the damage has al- 
ready been done. This incident calls into 
question the earnestness of the Song cam- 
paign. — 
Song also failed to adequately address 
the issues of sustainability and pedestrian 
safety when questioned by the Board. He 
even responded that his platform makes 
no mention of sustainability issues be- 
cause he considers that to be the strength 
of the Larkin ticket. This Board is skeptical 
of the Song platform and his presentation 
left lingering doubts. 


SGA Vice President: Joanna Gawlik 


The SGA vice president has a number of 


roles which include supporting the presi- 
dent and running student senate meet- 
ings. We believe that rising senior Joanna 
Gawlik would do an excellent job in this 
position. Last year, Gawlik received our 
endorsement for the SGA treasurer posi- 
tion and we are pleased with her success 
in that position. 

Gawlik helped increase the SGA stu- 
dent activities budget by thousands of dol- 
lars. She is committed to streamlining the 
group registration and funding process 
and she began holding town halls in which 
group representatives can voice their con- 
cerns and contribute ideas for the funding 
process. 

Gawlik’s competitor, Alex Schupper, 
has no SGA Executive Board experience. 
He does, however, have experience as 
an SGA senator and many worthy ideas 
which we believe the SGA should imple- 
ment. He is also personable and approach- 
able which we feel would allow him to 
communicate effectively with the student 
body. We think that his ideas of building 
an ice rink on campus and holding “team 
times” with club members. to facilitate 
communication between clubs and the 
SGA are interesting, if somewhat dubious. 
In the end, though, we believe Gawlik is 
the more experienced candidate and has 
the ability to get her policies implemented. 


SGA Treasurer: Michael St. Germain 


The SGA treasurer’s job is to allocate and 
manage SGA resources, including student 
group funding. The News-Letter chooses to 
endorse St. Germain because of his proven 
leadership in managing funds and reform- 
ing policies, specifically on the subject of 
sustainability. He was a Freshman Class 
Senator last year and is the current chair of 
the SGA Sustainability Committee. 

As chair, St. Germain has shown his 
ability to secure and manage funds. He is 
currently working on converting the Blue 
Jay Shuttle to run on compressed natural 
gas, which is projected to save the Univer- 
sity $100,000 in 10 years and to cut CO2 
emissions by almost 1 million pounds. 

All in all, though, the Board was disap- 
pointed with both tickets’ policies on sus- 
tainability. St. Germain pledged to, “Work 
to expand water fountains on campus as 
part of the ‘Take Back the Tap’ initiative,” 
but when questioned about the practical- 
ity and efficacy of such a program, his re- 
sponses were lacking. The Board asked how 
he would go about convincing students 
to drink Baltimore tap water, which has 
ranked among the bottom third of drinking 
water for major U.S. cities and was found by 
the Environmental Working Group in 2009 
to contain “316 contaminants in water deliv- 
ered to the public,” but was displeased with 
his response, in which he admitted a lack 
of knowledge about these statistics. Addi- 
tionally, the Board believes that installing 
a handful of new water fountains on cam- 
pus will do little — if anything — to foster 
sustainable practices on campus. The Board 
decided, though, that St. Germain offered 
the experience necessary to implement new 
policies in the future and manage funds for 
those projects. d 

Anna Huang, who is running for trea- 
surer on the Song ticket, has no SGA expe- 
rience and didn’t convince the board that 
she would be as effective as St. Germain in 
effecting change and managing University 
funds. 

A third candidate for treasurer, Max 
Dickey, is also running independent of the 
full tickets. The News-Letter failed to meet 
with Dickey through no fault of his own, 
but a review of his website showed that his 
policy initiatives and proposals are some- 
what limited. The most important is a club 
assembly which, if implemented, would 
strive to improve communication between 
student groups on campus. This is an ex- 
cellent idea, but is one that is shared by the 
other treasurers running in one form or 
another. Nonetheless, the Editorial Board 
regrets that it could not meet with Dickey 
and hopes that students will give his can- 
didacy due consideration. 


SGA Secretary: Debra Schwitzer 


The SGA secretary’s role is to maintain 
the SGA website, write up the meeting min- 
utes and act as a liaison between the execu- 
tive board and the student body. This year, 
The News-Letter has decided to endorse 
Debra Schwitzer for this role. She has been 
an integral member of the SGA finance 


‘committee. A sophomore class senator and 


economics major, she has communicated 
with Provost Minor and Dean Connolly to 
improve the ,academic advising process. 
Additionally, she is campaigning strongly 
for her ticket’s commitment to safety and 
security at Hopkins. She has planned a 
marketing strategy for reducing jaywalk- 
ing and is currently working to construct a 
blue light on Art Museum Drive. As secre- 
tary, she would be committed to publishing 
a clear and transparent SGA budget, 
Schwitzer’s competitor, Paige Doyle, is 
very involved on campus but has no SGA 
experience. The role of secretary is vital to 


the functioning of the SGA and the Board 


is skeptical that Doyle will be able to learn 
to do such integral work while on the job. 
We believe someone with proven experi- 
ence in SGA is a safer choice for secretary. 


While she did have some good ideas aboyt ~ 


producing SGA YouTube videos to eer 
students informed, they were not enoug 
to make up for her lack of experience. 


. 
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OPINIONS 


All 


With the exception of editorials, 
the opinions expressed here are those 
of the contributors. They are not 
necessarily those of The Johns 
Hopkins News-Letter. 


Politics by osmosis: The orave implications of petty partisanship 


Ss each passing day 
draws us closer to 
the 2012 presiden- 
tial election,  re- 
minders of partisan 
politics remain at the forefront of 
the discussion. Take the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care 
Act, for example. In a recent poll 
conducted by ABC News and the 
Washington Post, just over half 
of surveyed individuals believed 
that a Supreme Court decision on 
the Act, which is expected some- 
time in June, will likely be made 
with political interests in mind. 

All of this talk of partisanship 
begs the question: What impact 
does such partisanship have on 
the execution of political deci- 
sions? And is there any answer 
to the endless debate over which 
side, the left or the right, politi- 
cal liberalism or conservatism, is 
correct? 

I’ll leave the second question 
for later. But as for the first, some 
good news: actually, there is an 
answer. 

Or at least, so says The Huff- 
ington Post. In a study reported 
last month, the researchers at 
the Society for Personality and 
Social Psychology (PSP) claim 
to have proven, empirically, that 
low-effort thinking tends to pro- 
mote conservative ideologies. 
This study comes on the heels 
of a similar investigation ear- 
lier this year, which states rather 
bluntly what the PSP article hints 
at evasively: that conservatives 
are, well, stupid. This second 
investigation, conducted by the 
Association for Psychological 
Science, bears a title which says 
it all: “Bright Minds and Dark 
Attitudes: Lower Cognitive Abil- 
ity Predicts Greater Prejudice 
Through Right-Wing Ideology 
and Low Intergroup Contact.” 

I now pose the question: 
given this information, have 
we not solved the age-old ques- 
tion, the incessant squabble of 
“my-political-ideolog y-is-better- 
than-yours” that has held back 
decades of leaders trying to rise 
above such questions and act 
decisively in the interest of the 
American public? Shouldn’t we 
all just votetiberal from now on, 
because that’s what smart people 
do? 

To this conclusion, I offer two 
responses. The first examines the 


Open letter concerning new 


nature of the conclusions reached 
by the cited studies, while the 
second considers the underlying 
implications of such studies in 
general. 

First, there is the definition 
of conservative ideology. What 
is the definition used by these 
researchers when drawing their 
conclusions? Surely, an idea as 
nebulous as “right-wing ideolo- 
gy,” which implies an aggrega- 
tion of all positions subsumed 
by right-leaning politicians, re- 
quires some definition if it is to 
be studied objectively. What are 
the criteria that they provide? 
Mostly, as is suggested in the ti- 
tle, the Association for Psycho- 
logical Science’s standard for 
right-wing ideology is listed in 
the article’s title: prejudice and 
low intergroup contact. Here, 
I identify the first problem: a 
claim which, by nature, is self- 
reinforcing and therefore logi- 
cally untenable. 

Here’s what I mean. So long 
as you ascribe racism and fear 
of the unknown to the politi- 
cal right, you will always reach 
the same conclusion, which 
amounts to a tautology: low- 
er intelligence “predicts” for 
more racism, hence racism is 
positively correlated with low- 
er intelligence. The problem, 
however, is with the substitu- 
tion of the word “racism” with 
“conservative politics.” When 
you predicate your definition 
of conservative ideology on 
the supposition of a particular 
trait which does naturally stem 
from lower intelligence, you 
will always find that said ide- 
ology “predicts for” the trait in 
relation to which you have de- 
fined the ideology. Whether or 
not this identification is valid 
is the crux of the argument, 
and the discussion we should 


be having. Whether conserva- | 


tive policies tend to be harmful 
to the ethnically and socioeco- 
nomically marginalized, is a 
valid debate. Whether stupid- 
ity equals racism, which equals 
conservatism, on the other 
hand, is much more ambiguous. 
Not only this, but it is more su- 
perficial: none of it really gets to 
the root of examining conserva- 
tive policies, and determining 
why they may or may not be 
harmful. Instead, it simply rests 


JHU- Mobile application 


The following is an open letter to 
the Hopkins student body concern- 
ing an issue in the upcoming SGA 
Executive Election. 


Dear Hopkins Student Body, 
My name is Steven Presser. 
I am a junior and the Technical 
Lead on the JHU-Mobile appli- 
cation, which will soon be of- 
ficially announced. On April 
10, the SGA campaign of Wyatt 
Larkin, Joanna Gawlik, Michael 
St. Germain and Debra Schwit- 
zer released a campaign video 
in which they claimed that they 
“created an iPhone app.” They 
also claimed on their website 
that they “secured adminis- 
tration support for a Hopkins 
iPhone App.” While the video 
has since been edited, I’m con- 
cerned that the claims of these 
candidates trivialize the contri- 
butions of the different groups 
that worked to-gether to devel- 
op this application. 
While the candidates had 
some role in pitching this ap- 
plication, as did many members 
of the SGA, the actual creation 
and development of this app has 
been a joint effort of the SGA‘s 
Hopkins App Ad hoc committee, 
IT@Johns Hopkins, and Student 
Technology Services, with input 
and oversight from Vice-Provost 
Steinberg and Presi-dent Daniels 
and funding from an anonymous 
donor. At the bottom of this let- 
ter, you will find the complete list 
of people who have contributed. 
It is my sincere hope that their ef- 
forts do not get lost among these 
campaign claims. i 
Of all those who did work on 
the app, there is one SGA mem- 
ber whose contribu-tions should 
be spotlighted: Kirk Sabnani. 
Kirk spearheaded the organiza- 


Ali Soylu; my team at Student 
Technology Services: Lia Cefalu, 
Sierra Costanza, Shijit Dasgupta, 
Bennett Ellis, Jed Estep, Amanda 
Garcia, Alexandra Gutten-tag, 


tion and gath-ering of institu- 
tional support for JHUMobile. I 
hope that it is recognized as the 
capstone of his achievements as 
a member of the SGA. Without 
Kirk’s contributions, JHU-Mobile 
would not exist and its quality is 
a testament to his hard work. 
Thank you for your time and 
attention. I hope that (once it 
launches) you enjoy JHU-Mobile! 


Thank You, 
Steven Presser 


I would like to thank the fol- 
lowing people for the work they 
have put into JHUMobile: the 
anonymous donor who made 
this project possible; President 
Daniels and Vice-Provost Stein- 
berg for their support and guid- 
ance; our advisory board: Fred 
Bosworth, Helen Burdman, Da- 
vid Croft, Lauren Custer, Phil 
Gianuzzi, Steve Hellen, Abbey 
Lattes, Jason Lewis, Kristie Op- 
pitz, Kate Pipkin, Elena Thomp- 
son, Robert Turning, Michael 
Vaughn and Erin Yun; the SGA 
Ad hoc committee: Kirk Sab- 
nani, Luke Sand, Nick Trenton, 
Moses Song, Maaiz Khan, Josh- 
ua Goodstein, Nash Jenkins and 
Mahzi Malcolm; the profession- 
al staff at IT@Johns Hopkins: 
Steve Hellen, Deborah Savage, 
Matt Dragon, Cao-Ly Tran, and 


Jamie Hittman, Matthew Lehm- 
ann, Alannah Lejeune, Chang 


Liu, Kyle Mercer, Jes-sica Novi-- 


ello, Michelle Plonch, Azwad 
Sabik, Garvi Sheth and Daniel 
Swann; and finally, the whole 
team at BlackBoard. 


with asserting a correlation be- 
tween three decidedly abstract 
phenomena, and posits that on 
these grounds, we should. de- 
nounce the underlying ideology 
as flawed beyond saving. 

All of this analysis, how- 
ever, misses the point. By pars- 
ing through various academic 
publications, we may be able to 
verify or negate the validity of 
a scientific claim. But even if we 
were able to say with certainty 
that right-wing politics are less 
intelligent than those of the left, 
what we still cannot do is solve 
for any of the problems that are 
endemic to the American politi- 
cal structure. Why is this? Look 
to my classification of the two 
likely reactions to The Huffington 
Post's article. 

Such a study, regardless of 
its truth or validity, has one ef- 
fect: polarization. At the point 
where such a claim divides 
people based on broad classi- 
fications, rekindles the flame 
of partisan infighting by de- 
nouncing one entity against 
another, and, in short, ensures 
the continuation of the same 
divisiveness that it seeks to 
eliminate, the well-intended 
messenger has become the 
lifeblood of further inability 
to compromise, reliance on ad 
hominem attacks, and decline 
of the quality of political dis- 
course. The truth of the claim, 
then, becomes irrelevant. In 
light of this revelation, we are 
just as likely to revert to party- 
apologetics, rather than rea- 


his week, the Chris- 
tian Science Monitor 
reported that illegal 
immigration in the 
United States has hit 
| a net zero for the first time in 
50 years. The population of un- 
documented immigrants in the 
USS. has fallen from 12 million to 
_ around 11 million and new im- 
migrants haven't been entering 
the U.S. ata high enough number 
to replace those who left. 

In spite of these facts, the issue 
of illegal immigration has played 
a dominant role in the Repub- 
lican primaries thus far and is 
poised to become a pivotal issue 
as both Obama and Romney vie 
for the all-important Latino vote 
in the general election. 

During this primary season, 
Romney has praised Arizona’s 
anti-immigration law as a model 
for the nation, opposed amnesty 

| for illegalimmigrants and vowed 
that he would veto the DREAM 
Act, which would grant aid to 
college students whose parents 
brought them to this country il- 
legally. A Fox News poll conduct- 
ed last month found that Latinos 
weren't too fond of these policies: 
Latinos favor Obama over Rom- 
ney by 70 percent to 14 percent. 

To this end, Romney would do 
well to abandon his rhetoric against 
illegal immigration, not only be- 
cause continuing to attack the La- 
tino community is bad politics but 
also because undocumented work- 
ers are not the problem he and his 
compatriots have made them out to 
be. The deep animosity toward un- 
documented workers that Romney 
has been drawing on in the Repub- 
lican Party stems from two points, 
both of which have little basis in 
truth: undocumented workers feed 
off our tax dollars and are a burden 
on the economy. 

According to U.S. Govern- 
ment Info, though, “The belief 
that illegal immigrants ... in the 
United States pay little or no tax- 
es is far from correct.” The Immi- 
gration Policy Center estimates 
that “households headed by ille- 
gal immigrants paid. a combined 
$11.2 billion in state and local 
taxes during 2010.” 

Why is this? In the U.S, 
there are things called sales 
taxes, property taxes and in- 
come taxes. And, contrary to 
popular belief, immigrants pay 
them. When they enter a store 
to buy food, for instance, they 
don’t run out and refuse to pay 
the sales tax on their purchase. 
When it comes time to pay their 
property taxes, similarly, they 
don’t tell theit landlord or their 


local government they are not 
going to pay. 


soned deliberation. We haven’t 
found an answer, and we are, 
in fact, no closer to a solution to 
the two-party problem than we 
were before. 

As an antidote to the ques- 
tionable claims and general ob- 
fuscation of the issue of intelli- 
gence and political allegiance, I 
offer the following claim, which 
agrees, in part, with our original 
premise: that low-effort thinking 
tends to promote ideologies. Not 
one way or another, not conser- 
vative or liberal; simply ideolo- 
gies in general. 

The problem is this: the cur- 
rent state of the two-party sys- 
tem in America provides a: con- 
venient proxy. A proxy by which 
the majority of individuals can 
bypass such intellectually stren- 
uous pastimes as searching for 
facts and developing perspec- 
tive in favor of a cut-and-dry de- 
cision. Directly resulting from 
this is the fact that modern po- 
litical discourse in America, for 
all of its diverse and pertinent 
arenas of debate, circumvents 
all of the important issues. It all 
devolves to one simple, and es- 
sentially meaningless question: 
“Are you a liberal or a conserva- 
tive?” 

The question is meaningless 
for the same reason the articles 
above are flawed: because without 
a mechanism to objectively deter- 
mine what ideas are subsumed 
by the political left or right, parti- 
san lines do nothing to encourage 
critical thinking and, what’s worse, 
actually discourage it by allowing 


‘Illegal immigration 1s not 


According to Randy Capps, 
a senior research fellow at the 
Urban Institute, “Undocument- 
ed immigrants pay the same 
real estate taxes—whether they 
own homes or taxes are passed 
through to rents—and the same 
sales and other consumption 
taxes as everyone else. The ma- 
jority of state and local costs of 
schooling and other services 
are funded by these taxes.” 
The Institute on Taxation and 
Economic Policy, a nonpartisan 
think tank, has corroborated 
this point by declaring that, 
“Property taxes are hard to 
avoid, and unauthorized immi- 
grants are assumed to pay the 
same property taxes as others 
with the same income level.” 

But what about income taxes, 
which many claim undocumented 
workers just cannfot pay? Well, 
the Social Security Administration 
estimates that about 75 percent of 
undocumented workers pay in- 
come taxes that pump money into 
our welfare programs like Social 
Security and Medicare. Federal 
and state law, though, prohibit un- 
documented workers from even 
benefitting from these essential 
programs. They are, in effect, 
handing us $8 billion a year in So- 
cial Security and Medicare — and 
we are complaining! 

Some on the political right 
concede that undocumented 
workers do pay some taxes, but 
not anywhere near enough. The 
answer for this is that most un- 
documented workers are paid 
below minimum wage and thus 
have less disposable income. This 
leads them to purchase fewer 
goods. The sales tax collected is 
then obviously lower than that 
collected on an average citizen's 
purchases. In addition, 36 states 
in America have a progressive 
income tax. Poor people, quite 
simply, pay less, and rich people 
pay more. This explains why un- 
documented workers who pay 
income taxes (75 percent, as I al- 
ready mentioned), pay less than 
someone like you or I. 

And finally, there are those 
who say they are all for immigra- 
tion, but just want it done the way 
their ancestors did it: “the legal 
way.” But 100 years ago, when our 
great grandparents and grand- 
parents flooded the gates of Ellis 
Island to escape a ravished and 
war-torn Europe, they faced an 
America wholly discordant with 
the one we know today. America 
was a place that welcomed immi- 
grants into New York Harbor be- 
neath the open arms of a Statue 
of Liberty. It was a place where 
one could essentially step off a 
boat, undergo medical tests and 


voters two convenient titles, either 
of which they can wear without 
ever having to investigate what 
those titles mean. Politics by proxy 
does nothing for American prog- 
ress. As I write this, | am tempted 
to call it by another name: politics 
by osmosis. 

Osmosis, as defined by the 
Merriam-Webster Dictionary is, 
“A process of absorption or dif- 
fusion suggestive of the flow of 
osmotic action; especially: a usu- 
ally effortless, often unconscious 
assimilation.” The “effortless, 
often unconscious assimilation” 
is what is so damaging to politi- 
cal discourse. Politics by osmosis, 
which is facilitated by a partisan 
mentality, stunts progress be- 
cause it permits political partici- 
pation that is conscious only of 
two choices, rather than the thou- 
sands that surround the milieu of 
issues which should be informing 
the decision-making process of 
today’s voters. By discouraging 
investigation, preventing critical 
analysis, and allowing “uncon- 
scious politics,” partisan divi- 
siveness accomplishes little more 
than one, incredibly ironic end: a 
hospitable environment for such 
crude and frighteningly under- 
developed conclusions as the be- 
lief that one political perspective, 
liberal or conservative, is, in all 
regards and situations, for stupid 
people only. 


John Corbett is a freshman Eco- 
nomics and International Studies 
double major from Portsmouth, R.I. 


the problem 


enter the land of opportunity ina 
matter of hours. 

Today, though, America is 

a place of barbed wire fences, 
National Guardsmen, infrared 
cameras, border patrol agents, 
machine guns and gun-toting 
vigilantes. Today, naturaliza- 
tion is not what our ancestors 
encountered on Ellis Island. 
There are fees and waiting lines 
and documents and more docu- 
ments and lawyers and bureau- 
cratic red tape. Those who are 
lucky enough to even be selected 
wait years to have their papers 
stamped. 

But I have yet to mention what 
ought to be the true issue of this 
debate. Romney, who chooses to 
attack undocumented workers, 
an utterly destitute portion of the 
American population, is turning 
his back on the true problem in 
America. The problem isn’t the 
man in Arizona working three 
jobs a day in the grime and sweat 
of America’s working poor. It’s 
not the teenage immigrant try- 
ing to save up enough money to 
feed his parents and siblings. It’s 
not the father trying to save his 
family from the drug violence in 
Mexico, created by America’s in- 
satiable addiction. And it surely 
is not the family trying to taste 
the fruits of the American Dream 
— trying to walk the streets paved 
in gold and the stairs built from 
marble. 

The true tax problem in Amer- 
ica does not stem from undocu- 


mented workers, who pay up- 
wards of $11.2 billion every year 
to a country which abhors them. 
It stems, rather, from America’s 
largest corporations and_bil- 
lionaires who pay this country 
nothing in taxes. Exxon Mobil, 
which made 19 billion dollars 
in profits in 2009, paid zero and 
even received a $156 million re- 
bate from the IRS. Last year, 
Citigroup made more than $4 
billion in profits but paid no fed- 
eral income taxes. In 2008, Gold- 
man Sachs paid 1.1 percent of its 
income in taxes, even though it 
earned a profit of $2.3 billion and 
received $800 billion from the 
Federal Reserve and U.S. Trea- 
sury Department. 

Romney must stop drawing a 
divide across this nation by at- 
tacking undocumented workers. 
Together, we can solve the real 
problems in America. Illegal im- 
migration, though, is simply not 


one of them. 


Nikko Price is a freshman Politi- 
cal Science major from Brookeville, 
N.Y. He is the Opinions Editor for 
The News-Letter. 
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Esteemed animator to 
lecture at Hop on Monday 


By NATHAN MCDONALD 
Stal? W riter 


Saturday Night Live il- 
lustrator J.J. Sedelmaier 
will be screening his work 
in a lecture titled “J.J. Se- 
delmaier Productions: 
Hiding in Plain Sight” at 
5:30 p.m. on Monday, April 
16 in Room 101 of the Mat- 
tin Center. 

Sedelmaier is famous 
not only for his work on 
“The Ambiguously Gay 
Duo” on SNL, but also 
for work on Cartoon Net- 
work’s Adult Swim, 
The Colbert Report. 

From Beavis and Butt- 
head to The Bernstein 
Bears, Sedelmaier’s work 
appeals to all types and 
demonstrates a mastery 
of illustration, design, and 
production. 

Beyond 


and 


the entertain- 


ment industry, Sedelmaier 
has designed over 500 TV 
commercials and market- 
ing and advertisement art- 
work for corporations such 
as Nickelodeon, Converse 
and The Chicago Tribune. 


COURTESY OF ANIMATORSUNITE.COM 


He also directs his own 
creative development and 
production studio, J.J. Se- 
delmaier Productions Inc. 
QJSP), along with his wife. 
his studio lends its servic- 
es to coporate branding for 
various companies. They 
have worked in all aspects 
of business campaigning: 
IV, print, transit, theatrical 
and outdoor. 

Commercial projects 
have also been a staple of 
JJSP, and this studio was 
built upon film production 
and film commercials. 

JJSP has won multiple 
awards for their anima- 
tions, especially for TV 
broadcast and _ design. 
They have worked on title 
sequences, network IDs, 
promos, and interstitials. 

In addition to all this, 
Sedelmaier is a weekly 
contributor to Print Maga- 
zine’s blog, “Imprint.” 

This lecture is co-spon- 
sored by Homewood Art 
Workshops and 
wood Arts Programs. 

This event is free and 
open to the public. 


Illustrator J.J. Sedelmaier has had extensive experience with animation. 


Home- | 


The mystery of the “Charles” 


had 
family members visit 


recently some 
me.and in a shame- 
fully 


ot 


act 
to 
entertain, | did what most 
Baltimoreans when 


uncreative 
desperation 


do 
they have guests in town 
tor an afternoon. 

I took them to the Inner 
Harbor. 

On the drive down, | 
took on my best Baltimore 
tour guide persona and 
tried to impress. 

| said things like, “If 
you look to your left here, 
we have the famed Uni- 
versity Market, common- 
ly referred to as Uni-Mini 
— a drunken mecca that 
Hopkins students flock to 
every weekend night past 
2 a.m. for food that no one 
would eat unless, well, 
unless they were drunk 
and it was the only place 
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After about an hour of 
aimless strolling around 
the harbor watching 
people eat at the chain 


restaurants and_ trying 
to imagine what great 
things must be inside 


the aquarium, | told my 
cousin to head north on 
Charles Street to get back 
to Charles Village. 

“Who’s Charles, and 
why does he have his own 
village?” she asked. 

This time, I actually felt 
a little embarrassed not to 
know the answer. 

Despite having lived in 
Charles Village for nearly 
three years now and hav- 
ing crossed the street ev- 
ery day, fifteen times a day, 
I had no idea. 

For the sake of my own 
Baltimore knowledge, or 
perhaps more correctly, my 
own Baltimore ignorance, 


open I imme- 
4 I i 
ae McDonald oer: 
I had / try and 
a ot of Bmore thanPre-med unravel 
great : the mys- 


informational things like 
this to tell them until we 
just got past Chipotle. 

My tour then turned 
into me saying things like, 


| “And here on the right is 


a really cool, big church, 
and that there is a huge 
white statue with a guy 
at the top holding some- 


| thing in his palm, though 
| I can’t quite tell what it is. 

And, oh yeah, in that brick 
_ | | building there, um, maybe 
| | that marble one down the 
| block, is where there is a 


library that looks like the 
one from Beauty and the 
Beast.” 

I continued with my 
stream of conscious tour 
at the Inner Harbor, where 


| I said, “Yep, that’s an old 
| wooden ship you see in 
| the water there, and to the 
| right of it are some paddle 


boats that resemble some- 


| thing out of Dragon Tales.” 


Needless to say, I didn’t 
do much justice to Baltimore 
and its esteemed harbor. 


Calendar 
of 
Baltimore 
Events 


Thurs. April 12 


HUNGRYAGAIN.NET 


Phi Mu’s Pastathon 


5 p.m. 
Levering Hall 


The sisters of Phi 
Mu are hosting an 
all-you-can eat pas- 
ta, salad and dessert 
buffet. Tickets are 
ss, and all proceeds 


go to the Children’s © 


Miracle Network. 


ie} 


Undergraduate 


Research Symposium 


5:30 — 9:30 p.m. 


Hodson 305, 311, 110 


The Honor Society 


for 
invites — all 


Neuroscience 
under- 


graduates to pres- 
ent their indepen- 
dent research. Dr. 
Elizabeth Gould, a 
professor of psy- 
chology at Princ 
eton, will be the 
keynote speaker at 
7:30. There will bea 
free dinner includ- 
ed as well as a rec 
ognition ceremony. 


We Came as Romans 
6 p.m. 
Rams Head Live 


This band, known 
for their pop-in- 
fused metal in- 
cluding orchestral 
elements, _ hopes 
that their lyrics will 
spread a positive 
message and “plant 
a seed” in line with 
the title of their 
newest album. 


David Sedaris 
7:30 p.m. 
Myerhoff Hall 


David Sedaris, a 
Grammy  Award- 
nominated come- 
dian, radio contrib- 
utor and author of 
essays and short 
stories, will be ap- 
pearing at the Jo- 
seph Myerhoff 
Symphony — Hall. 
Tickets are $43. 


Registration for 

Women’s Pre- 

Health Conference 
All Day 


Johns Hopkins 


Today is the last day 
you can register for 
the 2012 confer- 
ence on women’s 
pre-health, which 
will take place on 
April 28 from 9 a.m. 
—" p.m. s Register 
at = =www.tinyurl. 
com/wphlsconfer- 
ence2012. 


Cultural Block Party 
4—7)p.m. 
Multicultural 
Student Center 


Enjoy student cul- 
tural organizations, 
food vendors, arts 
and crafts vendors, 
community service 
organizations and 
our neighbors in 
Charles Village in 


tery of the man (or woman) 
behind this street and vil- 
lage. 

Naturally, I did what 
most people would do. 

I just googled “Charles.” 

I quickly learned that 
this would be no easy task. 

My first search of 
“Charles” resulted in 
1.16 billion hits, the first 
of which was “Charles 
Schwab.” 

I really hate it when 
Google actually makes me 
think. 

In an effort to pursue 
the purest form of the 
metaphysics of knowledge, 
I finally consulted Wikipe- 
dia. 

Now, I know you can 
read about Charles Vil- 
lage on Wikipedia too, 
but let me spare you the 
troublesome time of sift- 
ing through such extensive 
data. 

The area was first devel- 
oped in 1869 and named 
“Peabody Heights.” In the 
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in “Charles Village” 


Mare Szarkowski 


COURTESY OF SC4DEVOTION.COM 
No one seems to know where Charles Village actually got its name from. 


early 20th century, it was 
a rural, streetcar suburb, 
with some of the first tract 
housing in America. 

It wasn’t until 1967 that 
the area, stretching from 
Charles Street and Univer- 
sity to Charles and 22nd, 
and sandwiched between 
the Homewood campus 
and Greenmount (or may- 
be Guilford street — Wiki- 
pedia is undecided about 
this), became known as 
Charles Village. 

It was renamed by Balti- 
more resident Grace Darin, 
a journalist and activist of 
her time, who is famous 
for nothing in particular 
except naming Charles Vil- 
lage. 

In a stroke of brilliant 
insight, she named the 
neighborhood after the 
street that ran through it. 

But this still begs the 
question of who Charles 
actually is. 

To find out, I had to go 
to a place where few 21st 
century citizens dare to 
travel: Beyond Wikipedia. 

According to char- 
lesstreet.net, (check this 
site out for a great list of 
Charles Village sights) the 
street was founded in 1729 
as Forrest Street. 

By 1761, word of mouth 


th 


and mass appeal had re- 
christened the street as 
Charles Street. Who? Why? 
How? 

Nobody seems to know. 

But don’t worry, I won't 
leave you hanging there. 

There are, in fact, many 
Charles associated with 
Baltimore. 

First, there is the King 
of England, Charles I, who 
granted the first charter 
for the colony of Md. in 
1632. 

Then there is Charles 
Calvert, the 5th Baron 
Baltimore, 3rd Proprietor 
and 17th Proprietary Gov- 
ernor of Md., who con- 
trolled the colony begin- 
ning in 1721. 

He, however, only trav- 
elled to Md. once in 1732 
and left the colony in the 
hands of his dear cous- 
in Charles Calvert, who 
served as governor from 
1721 to 1727. 

Now, which one of these 


village, theatre, pub, and 
five hundred plus _busi- 
nesses in Charm City loy- 
ally named after? 

I'll let you decide. 

Just try and make it a 
more exciting story than 
the real one for your out- 
of-town guests. 


the annual Cultural 
Block Party. 


Relay For Life 
7 p.m. — 7 a.m. 
Upper Quad 


This is an overnight 
event to raise mon- 
ey for the fight 
against cancer. 
Camp out on the 
Upper Quad with 
friends and enjoy 
food and. laughter 
all night long. 


FREEWEBS.COM 


Ladybirds Spring 

Concert - 

7.— 830 Dm 
Shriver Hall 


Come see the Johns 
Hopkins Ladybirds 
perform in their 
spring show along 
with guest perfor- 
mances from the 
Sirens,  S.L.A.M., 
Eclectics and JHU 
Ballet. In addition, 
you'll have a chance 
to win prizes from 
fun Laydbirds trivia. 


The Drowsy 
Chaperone 
8 p.m. 
Swirnow Theatre 


This is your last 
weekend to catch 
the Barnstormers’ 
performance of 
The Drowsy Chap- 
erone. There will 
be addition perfor- 
mances on Satur- 
day at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday at 3 p.m. 
Tickets are ss for 
students. 


50/50 
8 p.m. 
Remsen 1 


HOP Friday Night 
Films presents 
50/50, a 2011 com- 
edy-drama film 
starring Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt as 
a 27-year-old ra- 
dio journalist who 
must struggle with 
the knowledge 


that he has a 50/50 
chance of surviving 
a rare cancer in his 
spine. 


Sat. April 14 


Just Dance 
Ja 190-1 
Shriver Hall 


Jaywalk, the Hop- 
kins contemporary 
jazz and lyrical 
styles dance group, 
and JOSH Fusion 
Dance Group, the 
Hopkins Indian 


dance group, come 
together to present 
a spring showcase 
in Shriver Hall. 


wy ‘a 
LISTAL.COM 


The Pretty Reckless 
8 p.m. 
Ottobar 


Actress Taylor 
Momsen, known 
for her work on 
“Gossip Girl” fronts 


B this rock band on 
| their stop in Bal- 


timore as part of 
their national tour. 


oa 
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Arts & ENTERTAINMENT 


hock Paper B’more joins 
wrilng with music 


By FLORENCE LAU 
Your Weekend Editor 


Last Thursday, Writ 
ers in Baltimore Schools, 
an organization seeking to 
provide an Opportunity for 
low-income _ students K12 
to develop their literary 
skills through creative writ- 
ing workshops, put on their 
Rock Paper B’more show at 
the Ottobar with a fantastic 
line-up: Wing Dam, Raffi 
Joe, DJ Fiar Medico, Chester 
Endersby Gwazda and Fu- 
ture Islands. 

Sponsored by WJHU Ra- 
dio and The Ottobar, this 
music fest sought to benefit 
WBS‘s | literary magazine, 
Baltimore by Hand, which 
celebrates the literary work 
of students they tutor in Bal- 
timore by putting out three 
different publications (an 
annual literary magazine, 
an online literary magazine 
and an annual book) of said 
work. Rock Paper B’more 
raised funds for their pre- 
miere book, which will fea- 
ture stories about growing 
up in Baltimore. 

From the first moments 
at the venue, there was a 


general feeling of eager an- 
ticipation. People milled 
around the bar area, chat- 
ting with friends and catch- 
ing up. Others stood by the 
stage area, hoping to get a 
good spot to enjoy the bands 
that were performing. 
Although Wing Dam — 
the solo project of Hopkins 
alum Austin Tally — and 
Chester Endersby Gwa- 
zda kicked off the show 
to a decent-sized crowd 
right on time, the group 
that everyone was looking 
forward to was Future Is- 
lands. Headed by Samuel 
T. Herring, the synthpop 


band formed in 2006 had | 


people swarming the area 
right below the stage al- 


most 20 minutes before the | 


show started. 
The chaos only 
creased as Future Islands 


took to the stage. By the | 
legitimate | 


third song, a 
mosh pit had formed, with 
the entire crowd being 
shoved back and forth in 


time with the music. Be- | 


ing trapped in that middle 

of that crowd felt a lot like 

a ride at Disneyland . . . if 
See BBH, pace B4 


ANGIE PINILLA/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
Future Islands brought many of their fans to the benefit concert. 


in- | 


Wake up with Barnstormer’s Drowsy Chaperone 


By ELLEN BRAIT 
Stall Writer 


The JHU Barnstormers 
put on The Drowsy Chap- 
erone this past Saturday 
night, Apr. 7, with great 
success. 

The performance ran 
very smoothly, and it was 
clear that all of the efforts 
of the director, Jayme Kil- 
burn (the artistic director 
of the Strand Theater), the 
music director, Rodney 
Long of Columbus State 
University, the stage man- 
ager, freshman Eve Rose- 
kind and the producer, 
sophomore Julia Flood, 
were put to good use. 

The play presented 
an interesting idea of at- 
tempting to escape reality 
into an alternate universe. 
Yet the play itself did not 
allow its audience to es- 
cape into the 1920s. be- 
cause of the interruptions 
of its narrator. 

The lady in the chair, 
played by freshman 
Kathleen Lewis, acted as 
the audience’s narrative 
| guide throughout as she 
played the soundtrack to 
the popular 1920s musi- 
cal, The Drowsy Chaperone, 
and occasionally jumped 
| in to explain the back- 
| ground on the cast. 
| This gave her the op- 
| portunity to make or 
| break the play. If per- 
| formed badly, her role 
could have been seen as 
a constant and irritating 
| interruption, but because 

of her brilliant acting, her 
| interjections simply add- 

ed another layer’ of com- 

edy to the show. 
| She portrayed the char- 
acter’s neurotic.» nature 
while still remaining relat- 
able and threw in bursts of 
humor throughout. 

The play followed the 
marriage of Janet van de 
Graaff, played by Peabody 
junior Justine Icy Moral, 
and junior Robert Martin, 
played by Peabody sopho- 
more Zachary Tallman. 

The two actors from 
The Peabody Institute 
did their parts justice 


and showcased both their 
amazing voices and stel- 
lar acting skills. It is clear 
from their performances 
that the two will go far in 
this business. 

The guests at their wed- 
ding were quirky and 
eclectic, ranging from a 
drunken chaperone to two 
gangster brothers. 

The gangster brothers, 
John and Peter Tall, were 
portrayed by two actress- 
es instead, sophomore 
Victoria Schroeter and 
sophomore Beth Flaherty. 

The added humor of 
the absurdity of this de- 
cision on top of the two 
actresses’ already humor- 
ous portrayals made for 
two very funny charac- 
ters. 

Although the two gang- 
ster brothers were humor- 
ous, there is no denying 
that when the show looked 
for comedic relief, it turned 
to sophomore Ian Han, 
who played the European 
ladies’ man, Aldolpho. 

It was not entirely clear 


Thought the “90s were over? Think again. 


f I’m 20 and want 
to make out with 
a 17-year old, am I 
considered a pedo- 
phile? 

Let me defend myself: 
I was never boy crazy as a 
teenager, and I usually go 
for older guys. 

For those of you who are 
living under a rock lately 
(or sleeping with a chem- 
istry book on D-level), 90s- 


Niall, Zayn, Liam, Harry 
and Louis, no last names 
needed — were individu- 
ally competing on Eng- 
land’s fifth season of the X 
Factor until guest judge Ni- 
cole Scherzinger (of Pussy- 
cat Dolls and Dancing with 
the Stars fame) suggested 
they compete as a team. 
The members of One 
Direction range between 
the ages of 17 and 20, and 


style boy eal Gi 
bands are ° ° manage 
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ing pre-teens everywhere 
(and yours truly) to swoon 
like my sister did over 
Lance Bass 10 years ago 
(pre-spaceflight plans and 
homosexuality, of course). 

Your education on pre- 
teen stars begins by hop- 
ping the pond, where One 
Direction has been taking 
the U.K. by storm since 2010. 

The band’s members — 


COURTESY OF WWWYOUNGMALECELEBS COM 
nted made it big with their single “Glad You Came. 


Boy band The Wa 


off: becoming the first Brit- 
ish band to top the Bill- 
board 200 list. 

If you haven't heard 
their debut single, “What 
Makes You Beautiful,” 
yet, be forewarned: with 
its High School Musical- 
esque sound and lyrics 
similar to an early Back- 
street Boys song, it will 
be stuck in your head all. 


COURTESY OF WWWTHEMAGAZINE.CA 
One Direction hails from the UK but have made the move to the U.S. 


day. long. 

It’s an experience every- 
one should have, at least 
once. 

For those of you who 
prefer to listen to male 
musical acts that have 
shaved at least once in 
their lifetime (no offense, 
One Direction), then I’d 
recommend taking a gan- 
der at The Wanted. 

They transcend the 
typical definition of a 
“boy band” — the video 
for their single “Glad You 
Came” shows its mem- 
bers — a college-age set 
that pulls off polo shirts 
and blazers like only Eu- 
ropean men can — on 
spring break in Ibiza, 
and their lyrics mention 
partying and hooking up 
with girls (oh my!). 

The band’s first single 


; ki 


“All Time Low,’ which 
was recorded after a mass 
casting call in England in 
2009, debuted at number 
one on the UK Singles 
Chart. 

Though the band’s been 
famous in Britain for some 
time, they owe part of 
their growing popularity 
in the U.S. to the Warblers 
on Glee: after “Glad You 
Came” was featured on 
the show, iTunes sales sky- 
rocketed. 

Judge me all you want, 
Hopkids: I’m in love with 
British boy bands, and I 
don’t care who knows it. 

When I see you bop- 
ping your head in your li- 
brary cubicle to the sweet 
sound of these autotune- 
perfected pop tunes, I'll 


-be sure to give you a wink 


of approval. 


COURTESY OF GEORGINA EDIONSERI 
Barnstormers put up their spring musical, Drowsy Chaperone, last weekend, which will run until Sunday. 


what part of Europe Aldol- 
pho was from but it’s safe 
to say the blatant mockery 
of the European stereotype 
was hysterical to the audi- 
ence. 

The only mishap took 
place near the beginning 
of the play. Han originally 
ordained an-over-the-top 
stick-on mustache, which 
was promptly removed 
after his first scene be- 
cause of its inability to 
stay put. 

This would have been 
more acceptable if it had 
not reappeared on an- 
other character he sleeps 
with later on in the play 
as a humorous joke. Since 
he was no longer wearing 
the mustache during his 
scenes, the joke no longer 
made sense. 

Even with this slight 
mishap, Han more than 
made up for it. 

During one number, 
which explored Asian 
stereotypes, Han _ plays 
an emperor while sing- 
ing about how Caucasians 


This Single of the Week, 
“Monoliths,” comes to you 
from dream-pop band Lo- 
tus Plaza. 

This track is off Lo- 
tus Plaza’s newest album 
Spooky Action At A Dis- 
tance by Kranky Records, 
which was 
released 


fascinate Asians and vice 
versa. 

Freshamn Lajari Anne, 
who played The Drowsy 
Chaperone, portrayed the 
Caucasian in this scene 
and was undeniably hilari- 
ous. 

During the rest of the 
play, in her role as the 
chaperone, Lajari show- 
cased her outstanding 
voice while still bringing 
laughs through her por- 
trayal of a woman who 
loves alcohol just a little 
too much. 

Other guests at the 
wedding included Mr. 
Feldzieg, played by Fresh- 
man Dave Berenato, and 
Kitty, played by freshman 
Rachel Kwolek, a big-time 
musical producer and 
his companion; a woman 
who is trying to break into 
show business and is fail- 
ing miserably because of 
her unintelligent nature. 

The two did their parts 
justice and worked well 
together, portraying their 

SEE DROWSY, pace B5 


easily drawn in with the 
soothing, electrified gui- 
tar. The track is perfect for 
a summer day. 
Lotus Plaza is currently 
on tour and making their 
way through the US and 
Canada, supported by a 
very loyal 
fan. base 
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success in 
the future. 

Lotus Plaza is a one- 
man project by the very 
talented musician Lockett 


| Pundt. 


Pundt is an alum of 
Georgia-based indie band 
Deerhunter. His current 
ambient pop sound is very 
characteristic of Pundt, but 
subtly softer from Deer- 
hunter’s usual noise rock. 

“Monoliths” gives a 
very light feeling to the 
listener, and one can be 


eryone 
download Lotus Plazaz’s ° 
new album Spooky Action 
At A Distance. 

If you think you need 
some persuading, just lis- 
ten to a few of the tracks. 
I suggest “Monoliths” or 
“Jet Out of the Tundra” as 
some of the best on the al- 
bum. 

That will be all you'll 
need to change your mind. 
Happy listening! 


— Rachel Schnalzer 


COURTESY OF WWWLASTFM 
Lotus Plaza’s newest album has generated terrific amounts of buzz. 
v 


B4 


o | picked up 

Hulu Plus a few 

weeks ago, and 

the one thing 

that’s stood out is 
being able to watch some 
of my favorite shows in 
their entirety. 

I can chart Troy's evo- 
lution through the first 
three seasons of Commu- 
nity or see how the jokes 
evolved on Arrested Devel- 
opment. 

But one of the most in- 
teresting finds I've come 
across in these couch- 
bound travels is that Fam- 
ily Guy isn’t as good as | 
thought it was. 

Seth McFarlane is good, 
his work is still good, es- 
pecially the spin-offs he’s 
helmed (American Dad and 
The Cleveland Show). But 
something about Family 
Guy just falls flat where it 
never did before. 

In a sense, Family Guy 
has already won TV. They 
got cancelled, then uncan- 
celled, then Emmy nomi- 
nated and _ basically, all 
around they came back to 
win it. 

It has a dedicated fan- 
base, a loyal viewership 
and overall is in very little 
danger of being cancelled 
anytime soon. 

Subsequently, Fox ex- 
ecs have to back off. You 
can’t mess with Family 
Guy because it works. We 
know that. American Dad 

doesn’t get that special 
treatment. 


ple’s birth control, Fran- 
cine casually asks: “Why 
wouldn't they just abort 
it?” 

Stan turns deadpan to 
the camera and says: “Be- 
cause they’re awesome.” 
It’s a joke. We laugh. 

But it serves more pur- 
poses than that. It fills plot 
holes, it satirizes political 
policy and at the same 
time it pokes fun at tradi- 
tional gender roles. (For 
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Is Family Guy truly the show of our generation? 


COURTESY OF WWW.ADULTSWIM.COM 
Family Guy has shut up TV execs and is likely here to stay, but may have gotten lazy with its comedy. 


evance to the story. And 
the story is wonderfully 
absurd, but it’s absurd 
for no reason, rather than 
driving these characters 
or informing us about sto- 
rytelling. 

If, say, one were to be 
combined with another, 
using cutaway gags as 
something that seriously 
enhances the viewer's 
experience, well, maybe 
there you have some- 


It’s more confined to example thing. 
conventional television Stan, the But as 
formulas, and as much man, tell- Buddy Sola it stands, 
as we rail against execs ing Fran- the  for- 
meddling in: our shows, cine what L Cj | mula that 
there’s * certain amount another OW U ture Family 
of quality that comes with woman Guy has 


that. 

Once Family Guy hit it 
big, especially with their 
cutaway gags, we saw 
those gags take the spot- 
light. What was once a 
great side dish has become 
the main course and the 
show suffers for it. 

The great episodes of 
Family Guy, even the great 
jokes we remember, all 
seem outside of what we 
watch every Sunday. 

American Dad doesn’t 
play that way and it’s a Mc- 
Farlane show. 

Every episode has a 
clear and engaging story 
built on something con- 
crete in the characters. 
Family Guy tends to run 
around on Peter’s im- 
maturity or the family’s 
revulsion of Meg. Or, al- 


ternatively, Stewie and 
Brian doing something 
together. 


American Dad gives you 
these characters, throws 
them pinballing into one 
another for some classic 
sitcom action, but also 
tends to satirize things as 
well. 

Not only is the whole 
show one giant play 
against the typical Re- 
publican household, it 
actually portrays them 
both politically neutral 
(Family Guy gets more po- 
litical than American Dad, 
strangely) and politically 
charged. 

. When Stan and Fran- 
cine sabotage a rival cou- 


is going to do with her 
baby.) 

This one, throwaway 
joke informs and enter- 
tains us just like a cut- 
away gag does, but its 
subtlety actually empow- 
ers the storyline whereas 
Family Guy’s jokes usu- 
ally happen outside of the 
Story. - 

We as a_ generation 
consume more entertain- 
ment than any generation 
before, which means that 
self-referential comedy is 
a big hit. 

It’s why we love Com- 
munity and 30 Rock. We get 
television, we watch tons 
of it, so that style of com- 
edy sticks with us. 

But Family Guy exists in 
this weird bubble between 
two spaces. 

The cutaway gags are 
great. Robot Chicken is a 
show built on this; they 
are literally dozens of cut- 
away gags making fun of 
pop culture for an entire 
15-minute show. And that’s 
great. 

Community, on the oth- 
er hand, has a story. Troy 
and Abed build a blanket 
fort and it informs us on 
their characters. Jeff and 
Annie subvert very typi- 
cal will-they-won’t-they 
tropes and it contextual- 
izes those plots. 

Family Guy doesn’t re- 
ally commit to either side 
of the spectrum. 

Cutaway gags are fun- 
ny, but they have no rel- 


COURTESY OF WWW.HULU.COM 
American Dad, another MacFarlane show, keeps its humor closer to plot. 


built for itself just isn’t 
sustainable. 

Not to mention that, 
despite his own self-indul- 
gence, I’m not very sold on 
McFarlane. 

He’s a good writer, 
clearly he understands 
how to build stories and 
jokes, but as a producer, 
I’m less than impressed. 

Take, for instance, The 
Venture Brothers, a_ tiny 
animated show that’s best 
known as the brainchild of 
Doc Hammer and Jackson 
Publick. 


| ing, 


Like a lot of animated 
shows, Publick and Ham- 
mer voice plenty of the 
characters. But, unlike | 
Family Guy, very rarely do | 
those characters bounce off | 
the voice actor. 

If Publick voices one-half 
of a conversation, the other 
half will almost always be | 
Hammer (or any other of 
their talented vocal cast). 

Family Guy does the 
opposite. McFarlane gets 
paired with McFarlane for 
episodes at a time. Literal- 
ly, the 150th episode, “Bri- 
an and Stewie,” had one 
voice actor: McFarlane. 

And that episode, while 
ambitious in that it stayed 
away from absurdist plots 
and cutaways, fell flat be- 
cause there isn’t a dynamic 
between Seth and himself. 
At the end of it, I don’t feel 
like Family Guy is necessar- 
ily bad. It’s not even over- 
hyped. 


It’s just not what we | 
thought it was. 

Jokes on wheels, la- 
dies and gentlemen, isn’t | 
Emmy material. It’s bare- 
ly TV Guide material. So, 
why do we tout Famiy Guy | 
as the show of our genera- | 
tion? 


thousands 


BBH, rrom B3 


that ride included being 


| elbowed, stepped on and 


surrounded on all sides by 
screaming, sweaty people, 
that is. 
There 
crowd surfing at one point, 
with guys being carried 
by the crowd and dumped 
on the raised stage béfore 
stage diving back into the 
crowd. Overall, people ex- 


was even some 


| pressed their satisfaction 


by screaming and cheer- 
ing throughout the entire 
performance. Those who 
managed to get to the front 
of the stage stretched out 
their arms to try and touch 
Herring as he performed. 
Herring was extremely 
expressive, and, although 
it was difficult to hear the 
actual lyrics, he was sing- 
he definitely knew 
how to work a crowd. He 
punctuated his song with 
lots of body movements, 
lunging from one side of 
the stage to another or just 
crouching at the edge of 
the stage (next to adoring 
fans) and then jumping up. 
His movements practically 


| took the place of the un- 
intelligible song lyrics, as 
it was clear that whatever 
he was singing about, he 
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of dollars 


was very passionate and 
believed in what he was 


saying. 
As soon as Future Is- 
lands played their last 


song, the crowd broke up, 
with most people wander- 
ing away to the bar or to sit 
at the edge of the room and 
chat. Some people even left, 
as it was clear that many of 
the people were there just 
to see Future Islands per- 
form. 

It became a much more 
relaxed atmosphere as op- 
posed to the crazy scream- 
ing and pushing that had 
been prevalent as they per- 
formed. If the crowd and 
fans were any indication, 
it was clear that Future Is- 
lands has a very bright fu- 
ture in the Baltimore music 
scene. 

Rock Paper B’More end- 
ed with local band Raffi Joe 
and a dance party spun by 
DJ Fiar Medico. Every mu- 
sician donated their time 
to raise funds for a good 
cause. With the help of big 
names like Future Island 
and the support of The Ot- 
tobar and WJHU, nearly 
$3000 was raised to print 
Baltimore By Hand’‘s liter- 
ary magazine and book of 
local kids’ works. 


ANGIE PINILLA/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
Both Hopkins and Baltimore communities came out to support the event. 


Critically acclaimed trio puts on performance 


By KRISTIAN JOHNSON 
Staff Writer 


Not that far away from 
our insulated campus lays 
a sometimes forgotten trea- 
sure trove of music. This, 
of course, is none other 
than the Peabody Institute. 
It is easily accessible — all 
it takes is a short trip on 
the JHMI shuttle — and it 
is constantly abuzz with 
a variety of contemporary 
and classical performances. 
Most importantly, itis cheap 
for those living on a budget; 
a student ID comes with 
student discounts. 

The Peabody Trio were 
part of the Adalman 
Chamber Series, in which 
Peabody looks to’ feature 
its faculty, in this case by 
its longtime ensemble- 
in-residence. The focus 
of the series, because it 
does involve the faculty, 
extends beyond the Balti- 


-more community but also 


the students. This was 
evidenced looking into 
the crowd. There was not 
the usual padding of snow 
and wrinkles but rather 
several rows of fresh faces, 
students perhaps. The Pea- 
body Trio has garnered 
quite the international suc- 
cess after its breakthrough 
with the |Naumburg 
Chamber Music Award in 
1989. It became a fixture at 
Peabody, as well as a regu- 
larly touring group in vari- 
ous concert circuits in Eu- 
rope and Israel. They are 
well regarded for their ad- 
vocation of the contempo- 
rary music scene, as well as 
their interpretations of the 
classics of chamber reper- 
toire. The latter skill was 
on show throughout their 
performances of Brahms’ 


“Sonata 1 in G major, Op. 
78” for violin and piano, 
“Sonata 1 in E minor, Op. 
38” for cello and piano and, 
finally, his “Piano Trio in B 
major, Op. 8.” 

The performance be- 
gan with the “Concerto” 
for piano and violin. The 
violinist, Violaine Mancon, 
has a stunningly power- 
ful and clear tone that im- 
mediately captivated the 
audience. Seth Knopp on 
piano entertained not only 
the ear, but also the eye 
with his expressive face 
and body movement that 
was reminiscent of a seated 
dancer. The first movement 
was bright and springy, 
apt for the increasingly 
warm, and sunny weather 
outside. Like the spring, it 
teetered between the state- 
ly and tempestuous, when 
the piano bled into the vio- 
lin and then reversed roles 
as they descended and 
ascended together. This 
motif sounded like a con- 
sistent onslaught of rain. 
The second movement, 
the “Adagio,” was poi- 
gnantly lush at times and 
incorporated many of the 
themes and motifs of the 
prior movement. The final 
movement was lighter than 
the other two, as it lightly 
summarized all that had 
happened before. 

Then entered the cello. 
Its deep sonorous voice 
filled the room, jerking 
any nodding heads back- 
ward to attention. Knopp 
continued on piano, still 
struggling to stay on the 
piano bench, while Natas- 
cha Brofsky on cello re- 
placed Mangon. The first 
movement of the concerto 
begins with the cello in the 
spotlight with anchoring 


chords in the background, 
attention that is gradually 
handed over to the piano 
and then returned to the 
Brofsky. Similar to the vio- 
lin concerto, the melody 
had a broad and light feel 
to it. At points, this trans- 
formed in increasing in- 
tensity realized through 
the cello, but this subsided 
back into the initial bright 
theme. The final movement 
of the concerto was equally 
fun, though a bit more se- 
rious, as it played around 
between the piano and 
cello with various fugal 
sections. 

Playing in a trio re- 
quires coordination and 
understanding with the 
other players in the group. 
With string players, even 
the bows are perfectly 
coordinated, so that an 
aesthetically pleasing syn- 
chronization occurs. “The 
Piano Trio in B major” is, 
like the preceding concer- 
tos, cheerful and trium- 


phant. What proves even 
more enjoyable than the 
music is watching the com- 
munication between all 
three players. Each takes 
his/her cue from the other 
is subtle and sometimes 
dramatic glances and body 
movements. The “Scher- 
zo” movement was the 
most exciting within the 
trio. The violin and cello 
would play in concert, and 
then, suddenly, the piano 
would interject with peals 
of ivory laden laughter. 
The cello and violin would 
then disassociate, Mangon 
and Brofsky appreciatively 
watching the other during 
their respective solos. 
Hopefully, the Peabody 
Trio will continue to stay 
on as ensemble-in-residence 
because, based on this per- 
formance, they certainly 
have much to offer, not only 
for the music students sit- 
ting in the rows further back 
but the wider Baltimore mu- 
sic community. 


S COURTESY OF WWWPEABODYJHUEDU 
Musicians Brofsky, Melancon and Knopp make up the Peabody Trio. 
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First annual First Friday Art Market showcases Hopkins art community 


Sophomore Alli Greco delves into the very first Art Market 


Springtime at Hopkins 
is a magical season. As 
temperatures rise and stu- 
dents eagerly escape from 
indoors, the brilliant sun- 
shine, fresh, green grass 
and exploding magnolia 
trees bring out the weath- 
ered beauty of the campus’s 
red-brick buildings. What 
could be a more perfect 
backdrop to a brand new 
artists market on campus? 

On Friday, April 6, 2012, 
the First Friday Artists Mar- 
ket was held from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. for the first time on 
the Levering Hall patio. Ac- 
cording to 


plains, “I paint it with a spe- 
cial enamel and preheat the 
oven so [the glasses] don’t 
shatter.” Such a delicate 
and potentially dangerous 
system calls for the utmost 
attention and care. Luckily, 
Pelletier says with a chuckle, 
“No explosions yet!” 

For an artists market be- 
ing held for the very first 
time, Pelletier liked that 
there was “no pressure to 
sell a lot,” which made for 
a stress-free environment. 
She also commended the 
group’s Facebook page and 
the Student Government 


dance was relatively light in 
the morning. If the event's 
planners continue to hold 
the event from 10 - 4, they 
need to brainstorm more 
effective ways to reach out 
to the student body and en- 
courage more people who 
do not have morning class- 
es to come. Attendance will 
always fluctuate on some 
days more than others, but 
general awareness certainly 
needs to increase. 

The artists themselves 
might have a shared role in 
increasing attendance by 
producing work that speaks 


Freshman Samuel Mullen dishes on artists’ masterpieces 


The First Friday Artists 
Market is a sort of flea mar- 
ket-style affair where stu- 
dents pay a small fee fora ta- 
ble and get to hawk some of 
their art to their fellows. As 
is traditional with this kind 
of affair, a decent amount 
of what was being sold was 
either poorly made or sim- 
ply. boring. On the boring 
end of the spectrum there 
were mugs with “cute” little 
customizable graphics on 
them. On the poorly made 
end of the spectrum, there 
was a decent amount of the 
abstract art that makes you 


4 Associa- to their audience. Chung’s | think more about what you 
an. article . tion for work, for example, while vi- | are going to have for lunch 
published Alli Greco posting  sually impactful with its ex- | later today than the mean- 
“RUA an G é ‘ the event plosion of fluorescent paint, | ing of life, and of course 
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sophomore Alex Dash, an 
International Studies major 
and budding artist, “want- 
ed to create a venue where 
students can show off their 
artistic talents to the rest of 
the university community.” 
For a small registration fee, 
student artists of all types 
can not only sell their work, 
but also submit one piece 
into a university-wide com- 
petition for a chance to re- 
ceive a cash prize. 

Take junior Chloe Pel- 
letier, for instance. This art 
history and museums and 
society minor jumped at 
the amazing opportunity 
to showcase her artwork, 
especially after having 
done so all throughout 
high school. She clearly 
has raw talent, which she 
has further refined by 
taking painting classes at 
Hopkins. Her hand-paint- 
ed stemware, bookmarks 
and jewelry boxes are 
painted with degrees of 
professionalism, precision 
and style that only come 
with experience. 

She produces all of her 
artwork in her apartment 
and utilizes a very unique 
system to produce it. For the 
painted stemware, she ex- 
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not think of ways to im- 
prove the event. 

It is odd that Pelletier 
could not think of any 
recommendations. For 
such a beautiful morning, 
only a handful of students 
stopped by over the course 
of 30 minutes. Even after 
passing by the patio just 
an hour later at 11:30 a.m., 
attendance was not huge. 
Maybe the event should 
have started later in the day 
when students were less 
likely to be in class. More 
people would certainly 
have come to the market, 
and the artists would not 
have wasted their time. 

One of the other artists, 
Ace Chung, a fifth-year 
graduate student in Hop- 
kins’s Material Science and 
Engineering program, was 
disappointed with how the 
event was advertised. He 
felt that no one knew that 
its Facebook page existed, 
and that people probably 
just deleted the “Today’s 
Annoucements” — emails 
where it was listed. He 
said, “The only way people 
knew about this event was 
by word of mouth.” 

This may have been 
another reason why atten- 


ever dreamed of,” and 
- even makes a reference to 

“porn star heels.” I under- 
stand that she’s having a 
complex abut getting old, 
but I think it is possible 


might have trouble finding 
the overall significance of a 
mouse head painted on top 
of Audrey Hepburn’s body. 
Chung clearly has drive and 
will “keep painting and 
practicing a lot more,” but 
he should think more about 
the actual content of his 
paintings in order to attract 
a larger audience. 

Finally, it might be nice to 
see more than just visual art- 
ists at future events. Perhaps 
an improvement in advertis- 
ing could encourage writers, 
musicians, etc. to showcase 
their talents as well. The 
market already has a solid 
base of visual artists, but it 
needs to open some more 
doors so that other aspiring 
artists can have their time in 
the spotlight. 

As the first Friday of 
each month comes and 
goes, it will be interesting 
to see if the First Fridays 
Artists Market, which 
started off as one per- 
son’s dream, will become 
a well-loved, school-wide 
tradition in the future. For 
more information about 
the market, visit https:// 
www.facebook.com/FirstFri- 
dayArtistsMarket}]HU or 
email art@jhusga.com. 


your life,” but it’s followed. 


by a long list of housewife 


problems, including the. 


fact that she has no time to 


get a manicure, has to call 


her babysitter and forgets 
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all of thirty seconds to put 
together, look boring and 
cost five dollars. 

If I sound a bit harsh to- 
wards those bracelets, let me 
assure you, it is because | 
hated them — not only were 
they ugly and overpriced, 
but the people selling them 
had the most annoying way 
of advertising their wares 
(buy your girlfriend one, tell 
her you made it, blah, blah, 
blah). 

However, you shouldn't 
let those three or four artists 
color your opinions of the 
Hopkins art scene towards 
the negative; there were art- 
ists there that were actu- 
ally good, and who more 
than made up for their 
lesser brethren. 

First there was junior 
Ava Yap, who can be 
found at ovoquill.devi- 
antart.com. She was sell- 
ing five prints of different 
pieces of her digital art, 
and frankly her shading 
is fantastic. While her art 
does not seem to have any 
real direction, or deeper 
unifying meaning, her 
practiced talent allows 
her to produce beauty 
any Way. 

Her two best pieces 


-Lauper’s “Girls Just Wan- 


na Have Fun” mixed with 
copious amounts of auto- 
tune. I was initially suspi- 
cious of the first single off 
of MDNA, “Give. Me All 


NATHALIA 
Students came out to support friends and fellow community members. 


of art were “Liquefy,” a 
picture of a mysteriously 
smiling face slowly melt- 
ing, and “On The Shoul- 
der of a Giant,” a picture 
she made for her father for 
Father’s Day. Both of these 
prints can be found on her 
website. 

The next artist was the 
supremely talented senior 
April Cui. She showcased a 
large number of water col- 
ors and acrylics, all of which 
were quite good. What was 


Samuel Mullen 


Guest Columnist 


perhaps most impressive 
about her different pieces 
were the dramatically dif- 
ferent styles she employed; 
while her acrylic paintings 
were largely done in a very 
impressionistic style with 
an obvious focus on the in- 
dividual characters and the 
lighting of the paintings, 
her water colors and pen 
drawings were incredibly 
intricate, almost reminis- 
cent of the photorealism 
movement in the level of 
details present. 

Perhaps her best work 
was a water color of a gold 
fish swimming in his bowl. 
In the curvature of the 
bowl you can see the world 
around him. Just a fantastic 
work of art. 

My personal favorites 
from the market were two 
paper-mache sculptures 
created by Hopkins alum 
Weston Andersen. The two 
pieces that he showcased 
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ommend you go out and 
buy one of his works at 
once. 

The first of his two pieces, 
“Luggage,” was a sculpture 
of a life-sized child made 
entirely out of road maps, 
sitting in a suitcase, curled 
up into the fetal position, 
with more maps sprinkled 
around the base. It seemed 
as if it was a living child 
without a stable home, lit- 
erally just some humanoid 
luggage to whoever took 

care of it. 

His second piece, 
whose title I could not 
find, was a person frozen 
in motion, with an un- 
plugged electrical cord 
trailing from his leg. It 

looked like some sort of ro- 
bot who, in the middle of 
doing something, was un- 
plugged and left to die. 

The last really great art- 
ist there was another acrylic 
painter. However, unlike 
Cui, he did not in the slight- 
est embrace impressionism. 
If anything, he did pop-art; 
weaving pop culture refer- 
ences throughout all of his 
art. Probably his best work, 
“Fear and Loathing in Biki- 
ni Bottom,” takes the iconic 
movie poster for Fear and 
Loathing in Las Vegas, and 
replaces Hunter S. Thomp- 
son, the gonzo journalist, 
with the equally as jaded 
Squidward from SpongeBob 
SquarePants. 

Allin all, the art fair was 
fantastic, and sophomore 
Alex Dash, the man who or- 
ganized/started the whole 
thing deserves a round of 
applause. From what I un- 
derstand, this should ‘be a 


MDNA to age without ever see- her computer password. Your Luvin,” when I real- | were phenomenal. If any- monthly event, so come on 
LABEL ing the need to buy said Madonna deals with these ized she had intentionally | one has the space in their down to Levering this May 
é “porn star heels.” On “Su- problems by responding spelled “lovin” wrong. | room for something almost and support some Hopkins 
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ising track, Madonna Méinaj steps in to perform Minaj and M.LA/s collabo- 


Nation Worldwide, 


compares a lover to ce-— 
lebrities. It’s an interest- 


_arap, and Madonna comes 
_back to end the song with 


rations on the track would 
not fit into, well, anything 
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ing concept, but for some | 
reason, I don’t think tell- 
ing a significant other like — 
they’re like Abe Lincoln — 


the ever eloquent, “There's 
only one queen...and_ 
_ that’s Madonna BITCH.” 

She's always so tasteful. 


_Madonna’s ever sung. Yes, 
I was right to be suspi- 
cious: Her Minajesty’s rap 
very ill-suited for the track, 


Drowsy Chaperone incites 


Hollywood's a strange 


or Bruce Lee is sexy (Wait. _ 


This is Hopkins. Perhaps 
some people would find 


And what’s a Madonna. 


album without controver- 
? Madonna essentially 


and it blends pop, disco, 
and New Wave without 


ever really pens a 


audience enthusiasm 


place: while some musi- that sexy). Also unex- s sound for 
cal artists have managed _ pected was the art history ot _ the track. DROWSY, From B3 moment was during their 
to age gracefully (through lesson in “Masterpiec : ’The song | characters just right. final song, which started 
their career, of course when Madonna sings, “If begins The best man, George, up after the lights had been 
— Botox is for real ag- you were the Mona Lisa, w h e n | played by junior Ben Ar- turned back on. The two 
ing), there are some who you'd be hanging in th Madonna | muth, spent the play jug- executed the song very 
never seem to break out Louvre.” Yes Madonna, spells out, | gling his best man duties. well, but it seemed a bit out 
of the original formula that is a fact. ee “L-U-V | During Armuth’s song of place and unnecessary. 
that made them famous. Personal experiences MADON- | with the groom, played by This was by no actions of 
Maoans newest album, are usually good sources NA _ Y-O- | Tallman, the two sang and _ the duo, however. 

of Spas for enter- U YOU | danced in a jovial manner. The final character, the 


Or 


is 


Although Armuth’s voice 
was soft in comparison to 
Tallman’s, who sang with 
the power of an opera sing- 
er, it fit well with the per- 
sonality of his character. 

Mrs. Tottendale, played 
by Peabody sophomore 
Katharine Mattie Harris, 
and her underling, played 
by sophomore Charlie Mc- 
George, were a humorous 
duo. 

The two had various 
excellent scenes together. 
One in particular resulted 
in Harris spitting on Mc- 
George numerous times. 
The two created an ador- 
able duo, as they danced 
and sang alone on the stage 
and the audience ate it up. 

The only unfortunate 


aviator, portrayed very 
well by sophomore Kate 
Orgera, appeared twice 
throughout the play, once 
at the beginning, and again 
at the end. 

Her role seemed a bit 
random, but her song was 
very well performed and 
if anything, was one of the 
catchiest songs of the play. 

All of the cast, the en- 
semble and everyone be- 
hind the scenes, made this 
play a great success. 

Although it was hard to 
hear some of the dialogue 
at times because of the vol- 
ume of the orchestra, the 
play is still a must-see. If 
you get a chance, take an 
hour or two off and go see’ 
it this coming weekend. 


; ae PRIL 12, 2012 
B6 THE JoHNs Hopkins News-Letrer . 


CARTOONS, ETc. 


Blue Jay Brigade By Kevin Stoll Li 


This is your time to pay, 
This is your judgement day, 
We made a Sacrifice... 


We'll take on anyone, 

It's really nothing new, Cupcakes! 

It's just a thing we like to do. Cupcakes, cupcakes, cupcakes! 
Speak on my 

the Mattin Center at 5:30 pmi!! 


Tn 


*Listening to Andrew W.K 


Three Weeks By Katie Mann 


Just 3% more weeks... 
‘Dusk more weeks... 
‘Jusk 3 more weeks.-. 


ae’ 


The Magnum Opus of Art 
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BeN  Jootk sSo 2 Y BG he AO mes Watchmen (Comics) 
A RMASB PeQk’"M Re S SAC MeG 4 ae Mona Lisa (Painting) 
Lb me beW.WD&N- kK EM: Bahay ae StatueDavid (Sculpture) 
Sie LecU WAL A An UA Ga exe ee Hamlet (Theater) | 
XoF Ee S- U-DeN- Te AUN] XY Repehes Sopranos (Television) 
P= AUD TS WE Ne Dh Oc OnkKeo Clannad (Visual Novel) 
YEP ACH. GO ATA Kee Z Nee Spirited Away (Anime) 
Nae Vil AG Vite fe: Tae SOVACe OTR Lion King (Animation) 
eel SSeS OL OcCuRMea7 aE Shadow Colossus 
Oraprauk jy PoC. H aeay. WEN (Video Game) 
MLYLPGBNFWMPMXO | 
MiR: t.. Y “PiB. C. CSE DY OFFS =Has 

HG Vex: EP OM: Cl ASAGESDENSO OC. 

NOB PP C.OSA..V 'L Pe SK AGN: Y 
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Light stimulus triggers 
memory recollection 


By MO-YU ZHOU 
Stall Writer 


Have you ever had a 
single scent, melody or pic- 
ture transport you to a dis- 
tant memory? MIT scien- 
tists have done something 
similar but with neurons as 
the trigger. In other words, 
they have been investigat- 
ing whether a few neurons 
can bring to mind an entire 
memory. 

This feat, achieved for 
the first time recently, is 
called optogenetics, and it 
is powerful enough to use 
brief pulses of light to con- 
trol genetically modified 


neurons and =§ artificially 
turn On memories. 
First, the researchers 


identified the neurons in 
mice that become activated 
when a new memory is 
being formed. Their focus 
was on the hippocampus, 
which has a significant role 
in learning and memory, 
and is known for its ability 
to recognize places. They 
then inserted a gene that 
codes for a protein sensi- 
tive to light into neurons 
in the hippocampus. This 
enabled them to use light 
to control the neurons. 
They then set out to give 


the mouse a new memory 
The mice received a mild 
electric shock to a foot ina 
The 
behav- 
iors characteristic of mice 


specific environment 
shock resulted in 
when they experience fear: 
freezing in place. The mice 
then dev eloped an associa- 
tion between the environ- 
ment where the shock was 
delivered and the shock. 

At this point, the scien- 
tists were poised to figure 
out whether they could ac- 
tivate the memory of fear 
through the 
neurons. By directing light 
to the hippocampus, they 
activated some of the neu- 
rons involved in forming 
the memory. As a result, the 
mice froze in place, express- 
ing fear. The entire memory 
seemed to have been trig- 
gered through merely stim- 
ulating the neurons. 

To verify their results — 
i.e. that the mice were in- 


controlling 


deed recalling the original 
memory — the researchers 
performed several tests. 
They gave some mice the 
same protein that was sen- 
sitive to light, but did not 
shock them. Other mice 
were not given the protein 
but were given the shock. 

SeE OPTOGENETICS, pace B9 
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COURTESY OF WWWUNOMAHA. EDU 
Light can be used to stimulate neural activity in genetically modified mice. 


()ptimal ventilator settings increase survival 


By ELLE PFEFFER 
Stal? Writer 


When a patient suffer- 
ing trom an acute lung 
injury enters the intensive 
care unit, the intensity of 
the injury is not the only 
factor that may affect their 
mortality. Researchers at 
Hopkins School of Medi- 
cine have discovered that 
using the optimal breath 
size and pressure settings 
on mechanical ventilators 
is essential to the long-term 
health of these patients. 

Acute lung injuries 
(ALIs) have causes, in- 
cluding aspiration of food 
or drink, trauma, such as 
drowning, pneumonia and 
drug overdose. The most 
intense of form of ALI is 
acute respiratory distress 
syndrome. 

The lungs of those 
with ALIs are very weak, 
and these patients must 
therefore use ventilators 
to breathe. Still, around 
40 percent of the 190,000 
ALI patients in the United 
States die in the hospital 
every year. 

The mortality rate for 
ALI patients is so high be- 
cause of the impaired. func- 
tion of the inflamed and de- 
structed lung tissue. There 
is only a limited amount 
of functioning tissue left 
that is still able to fulfill the 
body’s oxygen demands. 
As a result, this shrunken 
amount of healthy tissue 


becomes stressed under 
large breaths. 

The Hopkins critical 
care researchers discov- 


ered that by pumping only 
small breaths through the 
ventilator tube and into the 
patient’s lungs to keep the 
amount of stress and pres- 
sure down, patient death 
rates could be reduced by 
up to eight percent. 

These treatment meth- 
ods will not only affect in- 
hospital care but also con- 


| tinued health afterward, 


yj 


meaning that the almost 
60 percent of ALI patients 
who are at high risk for 
death during the two ensu- 


ing years can be helped. 

The importance of lung- 
protective ventilator set- 
tings is not exactly news; 
researchers have known 
for some time that these 
settings may _ increase 
short-term survival, in part 
by reducing inflammation 
and in allowing other vital 
organs to operate properly. 

However, the Hopkins 
researchers discovered 
that 59 percent of the 6,240 
ventilators examined dur- 
ing this study were not 
functioning under the 
lung-protective settings. 

In fact, they also showed 
that with each unit increase 
in the ventilator’s tidal vol- 
ume during the patient's 
stay at the hospital, the 
mortality risk over two 
years rose a frightening 18 
percent. Tidal volume is the 
amount of air one normal 


inhales and exhales with- | 


out exerting extra effort. It 


is measured in milliliters | 


per kilogram of patient pre- 
dicted body weight. 


Reasons for the lack of | 


ideal treatment include the 


Diverse fish specimens displayed as X-ray Images 


X-Ray Vision: Fish Inside and Out features more than 70 percent of the world’s species of fish 


By CHRISTINA WARNER 
Editor-in-Chief 


The Smithsonian’s Na- 
tional Museum of Natural 
History in D.C. gives visi- 
tors an “inside” look at fish 
with its visiting exhibit, X- 
Ray Vision: Fish Inside and 
Out. . ' 

Already, the Smithson- 
ian’s National Collection 
of Fishes amounted to the 
largest representation of 
fish specimen, with more 
than 70 percent of the 
world’s species. Some- 
times called the “fish li- 
brary,” the Smithsonian 
houses the 6.2 million 

- specimens in its Museum 
Support Center. 

While some species are 
represented by only one 
specimen, others are repre- 
sented by males, females, 
larvae and eggs. The oldest 
of the collection dates back 
to the 1800s. 

The x-ray exhibit was 
developed by the Smithso- 
nian Institution Traveling 
Exhibit Service (SITES) and 
will travel to other venues 
following its time at the 
Museum of Natural His- 
tory. . 

“The exhibit was pro- 
duced by the Smithsonian 
and it features images that 
were made as part of the 
ongoing research projects 
at the National Museum 
of Natural History. Plus, 
the images are beautiful 
as well as informative. It 
was only natural that the 
exhibit be at the Smithso- 


nian as part of its tour,” 


Lynne Parenti, the curator 


\,! 


of the exhibition wrote, in 
an email to The News-Letter. 

Tucked in the back 
of the rooms devoted to 
aquatic and marine dis- 
plays, X-Ray Vision fills 
a small room that makes 
economical use of its wall 
space. The majority of the 


exhibit are framed x-rays, 


though in the center are 
vials of preserved speci- 
men. 

These specimen serve 
as a focal point to the ex- 


hibit and also as a method 
of drawing people in, es- 
pecially with the stark 
subject contrasting against 
the bold blue background 
of the room. Each x-ray is 
described with particular 
attention to the specimen, 
its discovery date, and of- 
ten how the organism fac- 
tors into the marine eco- 
system. | 

The x-rays allow visitors 
to examine the specimen 
through — black-and-white 


at # f, VV 


COURTESY OF WWWERS-EDUCATION.ORG 
Breath size and pressure reduction in ventilators increases survival rate of those with acute lung injury. 


challenge of rapidly recog- 
nizing an acute lung injury 
before starting standard 
treatment and generating 
a proper tidal volume set- 
ting. 

The study, which was 
published in the British 
Medical Journal, examined 
over 450 cases of patients 
with acute lung injury dur- 
ing their time in the ICU 
at one of four Baltimore 
hospitals. Moreover, the 
researchers continued to 
study the patients, most of 


whom were over the age of 
50, for two years after their 
treatment. 

The National Institutes 
of Health and the Cana- 
dian Institutes of Health 
Research funded this 
research. Further study 
will involve “quality of 
life” analysis for patients 
past the two-year mark, 
so that ventilator effects 
can be more closely ex- 
amined, and long-term 
patient health may be im- 
proved. 


Controversy over use of 
_angwoplasty addressed 


COURTESY OF WWWMNH.SLEDU 
A new exhibit at Smithsonian National Museurn of Natural History offers a wealth of information on fishes. | 


radiographs. This method 
of study prevents any cut- 
ting or other dissection 
that may alter the speci- 
men. It also allows various 
specimens to be displayed 
in great detail, allowing 
focus on bone structure 
and diversity between the 
species. For specimen like 
the Monterey skate, or Raja 
montereyensis, the x-ray 
reveals the cartilage skel- 


By MICHAEL YAMAKAWA 
Staff Writer 


The issue with perform- 
ing angioplasty, a tech- 
nique used to widen blood 
vessels, in hospitals with- 
out proper surgical units 
has long been a controver- 
sial topic. Many cardiolo- 
gists claim that the lack of 
emergency care can lead to 
increased adverse events. 
A study, officially called 
the Cardiovascular Patient 
Outcomes Research Team 
Elective Angioplasty Study 
(CPORT-E), was presented 
at the American College of 
Cardiology annua] meeting 
in Chicago to address the 
concern of safety measures 
for angioplasty. Interesting- 
ly, the results showed that 
there is no exigent need to 
perform angioplasty in hos- 
pitals with an on-site cardi- 
ac surgical unit. 

Emergency angioplas- 
ty is performed during a 
heart attack to remove the 
plaque stuck to vessels, 
blocking blood from travel- 
ling into the heart. During 
the procedure, a balloon is 
inflated in the vessel that 
has trapped the plaque and 
a stent is attached to keep 
the vessel open. In very 
rare cases, the procedure 
can cause rips in the ves- 
sel or collapse of the artery, 
which would require im- 


eton that exists in skates, 


‘ 


+ 


mediate cardiac surgery 
known as emergency coro- 
nary artery bypass. 

There has been a great 
drop in the number of 
emergency surgeries need- 
ed during angioplasty. In 
1979, 10 percent of patients 
required emergency coro- 
nary artery bypass graft- 
ing, while in 2002, the 
percentage dropped to 0.15 
percent. Despite this de- 
cline, the concern for safe- 
ty at sites without available 
emergency surgery units 
persisted. 


Cardiologists  reason- 
ably claim that the lack 
of emergency surgery 


could lead to more ad- 
verse events due to the 
low number of procedures 
performed and inexperi- 
enced staff. Of course, even 
with a lowered incidence 
rate of emergency surgery, 
there were still cases that 
required coronary-artery 
bypass grafting to repair 
the tears incurred during 
angioplasty. 

On the other hand, lift- 
ing any regulations that 
prohibit hospitals without 
an on-site surgical unit to 
perform angioplasty could 
potentially increase the 
survival of heart attack 
victims. The duration be- 
tween the heart attack and 
the procedure, for one, can 

See CARDIAC, pace B8& 


~ COURTESY OF WWWCASEREPORTS.BMJ.COM 
See SMITHSONIAN, pace B9 | Emergency angioplasty increases survival e 


ven without surgical back-up. 
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Massive solar tornado captured on film for the first time Lights 
used lo 


control 


rotation is shift- 
ed, can form a 
tornado. Torna- 
do wind speeds 
can get up to 300 
mph for an F5 
tornado. 


By DAN CADEL 
Stall Writer 


As volatile as the weath- 
er is on Earth, weather on 
the Sun can be just as ex- 
traordinary. Recently, sci- 


entists observed massive The SDO 

magnetic vortices on the ea Bie neurons 
surface of the sun, which launched in | 

can lead to a type of solar February = 2010 | ek 

tornado. The structures aboard an Atlas OPTOGENETICS, From B7 
were observed by NASA’s V rocket from | Still other were tested in a 


different environment 'that 


Cape Canaveral, 
was not associated with 


Solar Dynamics Observa- er 
the home of the 


tory (SDO), and studied 


by Xing Li of Aberystwyth since retired By t 
University in Wales. Space _— Shuttle | These tests all 169i : 
~ | > j j " 2 

Beyond their shape, so- program, IE Wad ) 2 Sues ter ania 
lar tornadoes share very built at, NASAS-| since Rone. OF Eine cum 


quent tests resulted in the 
mice freezing up. Thus, 
it seems that the pulse of 
light did indeed result in 
the activation of the mem- 
ory of fear. 

Optogenetics had been 
introduced by a research 


Goddard Space- 
flight Center in 
Greenbelt, Mary- | 
land, and carries 
three instrumen- 
tation packages. 
The Helioseis- 
mic and Magnet- 


few similarities with the 
tornadoes that terrorize 
much of the central United 
States. These tornado-like 
Occurrences, also known 
as solar prominences, are 
dense solar structures that 
extend from the surface of 


the sun. The exact cause 


of this phenomenon is still 
unclear. 

“One similarity _ be- 
tween them is that mate- 
rial is sucked up from the 
ground,” Li wrote in an 


ic Imager records 
the magnetic 
field of then sun. 
The Atmosphere | 
Imaging Assem- 
bly images the 
sun Over a range 


group at Stanford, led 


| by Karl Deisseroth, who 


contributed to the pres- 
ent study, in 2004. Its ad- 
vantage over traditional 
techniques like electrical 
or chemical stimulation 


email to The News-Letter. of wavelengths | is that it is fast and pre- 
“Of course, the sun does 3 at short  inter- cise. In fact, traditional 
not have a ground but at- COURTESY OF WWWGREENLANDEXPLORED.COM vals. Lastly, the | techniques can only alter 
mosphere at lower height _ For the first time, scientists videotape massive coronal mass ejections, which are responsible for northern and southern lights. Extreme  Ultra- | unspecified brain activ- 


is much denser.” 

Solar tornadoes are 
shaped by the powerful 
magnetic field of the sun. 
These magnetic fields are 
dynamic and can produce 
offshoots. The tornadoes 
usually occur with coronal 


amounts of charged parti- 
cles as fast as one thousand 
kilometers per second are 
thrown away from the sun 
into interplanetary space. 
When such coronal mass 
ejections are heading to- 


sponsible for the stunning 
neon-colored aurora bo- 
realis and aurora australis, 
or northern and southern 
lights respectively, seen 
around Earth’s poles. As 
they come into Earth's at- 


fected hemisphere could 
come to a standstill and 
countless pieces of scien- 
tific equipment, including 
life support systems, would 
become defunct. 

Luckily, the Earth’s mag- 


violet Variability 
Experiment measures the 
sun’s emission of extreme 
ultraviolet waves. 

Recently, NASA‘s Solar 
Dynamics Observatory 
filmed, for the first time, 
a massive solar tornado 


ity and does not allow for 


| precise timing. However, 


using optogenetics, it is 
possible to control a small 
number of neurons on a 
millisecond time scale. 
Previous research over 
the past few years has used 


mass ejections, which is a ward the Earth, they can mosphere, they interact netic field that is big- | optogenetics in highly po- 
process during which plas- impact our space environ- with air and release en- will prob- ger than | tent ways to study disorders 
ma, a form of superheated ment, damage satellites, ergy, seen as colorful light. ably PO CME five times | suchas anxiety, depression, 
ionized gas, is ejected from _ [and] even knock out [the] These coronal mass tect us from Scan the size of | Parkinson’s disease and 
the sun. They are subse- power grid.” ejections are not to be tak- all but the impact our space Earth. The | schizophrenia. This new 
quently taken up by the In extreme cases, when en lightly. In the event ofa strongest , solar _ tor- | study now shows that a few 
magnetic field as a swirl of the coronal mass ejections massive eruption, millions coronalmass €Nnvironment, nado re- | neurons can be artificially 
gasses. strike Earth, they can also of people could lose power ejections. . cently wit- | stimulated to trigger an old 
“Once some threshold cause. temporary disrup- during the cold, ae win- By com- damage satellites, ree spun | memory, in ait control- 
is reached, the surround- tions in GPS signals and ter and freeze to déath. parison, [and] even knock at 186,000 ling animal behavior with- 
ing solar corona will ex- radio communications, Astronauts on satellites tornadoes = mph. Gasses | out necessitating sensory 
perience an even larger due to fluctuations in the would be exposed to dan- on Earth OUt power er id. with — tem- | input. eis 
explosion: coronal mass _ electromagnetic field. gerous levels of radiation, are caused —XING Li, Peratures Ho Ff: ol 
ejection,” Li wrote. “Huge Moreover, they are also re- communications on the af- by the com- ‘foup- 26 | ity of applying this tech- 


Earth may be younger than we think | 


By ANNE MCGOVERN 
For The News-Letter 


When hearing _ that 
the isotopic ratio for ura- 
nium has been measured 
to a more accurate value 
of 137.818, from a previ- 
ous value of 137.88, one 
might not think it is such 
a big deal. However, a re- 
cent study indicates that 
this small bit of change 
calls for an age reduction 
of understood geological 
processes for up to 700,000 
years. The study was con- 
ducted at the British Geo- 
logical Survey and MIT — 
the same research group 
that determined the new 
value. 

Radioactive dating is 
used to determine the age 
of rocks that were formed 
on massive time scales. 
In Uranium-Lead dating, 
the type discussed in this 
study, scientists measure 
the relative amount of 
U238 and U235 isotopes 
present in a sample, and 
then calculate the age. 


COURTESY OF WWWMINERALTIVADAR.HU 
Scientists use zircon as an example to explain uradium-lead dating 


in the mineral sample. 
Subsequently, the  rela- 
tive amount of U238 and 


ture of a number that was 
difficult to calibrate, con- 
tained an inaccurate assur- 


bination of 
unstable air 
(warm, hu- 
mid  condi- 
tions) and 
shifting wind directions at 
different elevations. This 
leads to shear stress in the 
air, which when the axis of 


ABERYSTWYTH 
UNIVERSITY 


million de- 


grees Fahr- 
enheit were 
detected to | 
rise from | 
the prominence. It then | 
traveled at rapid speed in 
a spiral path toward the 


upper solar atmosphere. 


nology to human brains is 
still distant. The first steps 
toward this possibility, 
though, have been taken. 
Researchers at Brown are 
developing a wireless opti- 
cal electrode that is meant 
to deliver light to human 
neurons. 


Safety of angioplasty underestimated 


CARDIAC, From B7 


| be significantly reduced 


if more local hospitals are 
permitted to perform it. 
This can subsequently im- 
prove the outcomes. 

Extending primary an- 
gioplasty capabilities to 
hospitals can provide pa- 
tients access to better ther- 
apeutic options for heart 
failure, especially in areas 
where the recruitment and 
retention of cardiologists 
are difficult. 

Moreover, an increase 
in volume of these pro- 
cedures in hospitals can 
eventually improve the 
performances and experi- 
ence of the staff. 

CPORT-E evaluated 
18,867 angioplasty pa- 
tients randomly chosen 
fromhospitalswithorwith- 


“Minerals typically U235 detected through the ance of its invariance, and | out a car- 
grow from a magma, spectrometer is used tode- an additional amount of | diac surgi- 
which contains a small termine the ratio. Hiess’s uncertainty based onques- | cal _ unit. 
amount of uranium,” Joe study, for example, uses tionable sampling meth- | After the 
Hiess, a Marie Curie ITN _ this technique. ods. 9-month 
Experienced Researcher at For the past 35 years, the Hiess’ new number | study, it 
the British Geological Sur- value 137.88 has been used 137.818, with an uncer- | was found 
vey, wrote in an email in- tocalculate the age of rocks _ tainty of + 0.045, promises | that the 
terview to The News-Letter. using the Uranium-Lead to provide more accurate | outcomes 

Using zircon as an ex- dating method. However, dates. “Several research ar- | at hospitals 
ample: as the mineral Hiess and his team of sci- eas will specifically benefit | without an 
cools, it sequesters cer- entists discovered many from the increased confi- | on-site sur- 
tain amounts of differ- flaws. dence to U-Pb age dating, | gical unit 
ent elements within its “Firstly, the consensus such as timescale calibra- | did not dif- 
crystal lattice, including value of 137.88 couldn’t tion, the dating of geo- | fer  signifi- 


trace amounts of uranium. 
“The minerals are initially 
dissolved into solutions 
using strong acids and 
then chemically purified 
in clean laboratories us- 
ing resins and various 
reagents before being in- 
troduced into the mass 
spectrometer for analysis” 
Hiess explained. 

The spectrometer al- 
lows scientists to deter- 
mine what type and how 
Many atoms are present 


be traced back to interna- 
tional standard units like 
the kilogram. Secondly, the 
old consensus ratio had no 
uncertainty assigned to it, 
[and] thirdly, the previous 
measurements were made 
on materials like uranium 
ores — and not on natu- 
rally occurring minerals 
that are routinely used 
for U-Pb dating studies,” 
Hiess wrote. 

The result of these is- 
sues was an alarming mix- 


logically ‘instantaneous’ 
events like meteorite im- 


pacts, and perhaps most 
importantly, in refine- 
ments to the uranium de- 
cay constants using closed 
system minerals” Hiess 
wrote. 

Though more accurate 
dates are a plus, geolo- 
gists must now greatly re- 
consider many geological 
processes that we thought 
were fixed, including the 
age of planet. 


cantly from 
outcomes 
at hospitals 
with an on- 
site surgical 
unit. 
Thomas 
Aversano, 
an associate 
professor of 
cardiology 
at the Hop- 
kins School 
of Medicine 
who led the 


study, admonished any 
oversimplification of the 
data from this study, how- 
ever. He claimed that in 
spite of the conclusions of 
the study, it did not war- 
rant unrestrained exten- 
sions of angioplasty pro- 
grams. 

According to Aversano, 
hospitals that participated 
in the study adhered to 
stringent procedures for 
the angioplasty develop- 
ment program, which was 
heavily supervised. 

Furthermore, the hos- 
pitals qualified for the 
study only if they could 
maintain their angioplas- 
ty program 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, and 
were sufficiently produc- 
tive enough to perform at 
least 200 angioplasties a 


__ COURTESY 
Emergency angioplasty can be used during heart attacks 


year. This excludes low- 
volume operators, which 
was one of the primary 
concerns of angioplasty 
performance. 

As licensing agencies 
require compelling  evi- 
dence that demonstrates 
the hospitals’ capabilities, 
it will be a dilatory process 
to approve certain hospi- 
tals without on-site surgi- 
cal units to perform angio- 
plasty. 

However, the study was 
not intended to expand the 
number of angioplasty pro- 
grams. Instead, CPORT-E 
can provide health-care 
regulators with valuable 
information to decide ap- 
propriate geographic dis- 
tribution of angioplasty 
performances in local ar- 
eas. 
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to restore cardiac blood flow. 
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SMITHSONIAN, rrom B7 
rays, chimaeras and sharks. 

Moreover, X-rays can 
also show any undigested 
food in the guts of the fish, 
allowing ichthyologists to 
understand the fish’s role 
in relation to other critters 
in the environment. 

The exhibit also in- 
cludesa focus on the collec- 
tion process and method 
of studying, 


discusses the specimen as 
it relates to the environ- 
ment, science or other fish 
species. For example, Dhi- 
ho’s Seahorse measures a 
little over an inch, but the 
x-ray allows viewers to 
note features such as its 
characteristic head and tail 
at much greater detail. 

The images area rranged 


in evolutionary sequence 


includ- 


ing the 
x-ray pro- 
cess itself. 


Wilhelm 
Rontgen 
is credited 
with the 
discovery of 
x-radiation 
and took the 
first medical 
x-ray, which 
happened 
to be of his 
wife’s hand, 
in Decem- 
ber 1895. 
Scientists 
have since 


— 


The exhibit con- 
veys the idea that 
we conduct re- 
search on 
comparative 
morphology of 
fishes at the 
Smithsonian. 

— LYNNE PARENTI, 

EXHIBIT CURATOR 


sO one may 
examine the 
physiologi- 
cal changes 
throughout 
time.  Visi- 
tors may 
simply ex- 
amine the 
x-ray to 
note details 
such as the 
number of 
vertebrae or 
the _ place- 
ment of fins. 
However, 
the exhibit 
also fea- 
tures the 
conclusions 


used this technique to 
study organisms or min- 
erals in rock, and even far 


scientists have drawn from 
studying these x-rays. 


SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 


er, some specimen are Ccap- 
tured in group shots to fa- 
cilitate group comparison. 

The winghead shark, 
or eusphyra blochii, is a T- 
shaped fish that one might 
recognize to be a hammer- 
head shark. Its eyes are 
set at the tips of its head, 
which scientists think al- 
lows it to have a greater 
field of view. 

Amidst the other per- 
manent displays in the mu- 
seum, the x-ray exhibition 
features a unique combi- 
nation of art and science. 
“The naturally beautiful 
x-rays were produced as 
part of research projects by 
Smithsonian scientists. The 
40 the 
evolution of fishes, from 
the primitive sharks and 
rays through to the spiny- 
finned perches and their 
relatives,” Parenti wrote. 

Public response has been 
positive and Parenti is en- 
thusiastic that the mission 
of the exhibition is reaching 
a sizable audience. “The ex- 
hibit conveys the idea that 
we conduct research on the 
comparative morphology of 


images represent 


away stars. 


The x-rays of 40 speci- 
mens are displayed, each 
explained by a panel that 


To better compare the 
fishes, radiographers limit 
each X-ray frame to one 
fish and made sure every 
fish faced the left. Howev- 


fishes at the Smithsonian,” 
Parenti wrote. 

The X-Ray Vision exhibit 
will remain on display un- 
til Aug. 5, 2012. 


X-ray images allow scientists to look “inside” fishes without using invasive procedures, such as dissection. 
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Vicious Burmese pythons prey on both eggs and mother birds, greatly threatening endogenous species. 


Hungry snakes hunt bird eggs 


nvasive species are 

a pain in the gluteus 

maximus, and_ the 

Burmese pythons are 

no exception. Like 
poor and desperate college 
students, these voracious 
snakes will do almost any- 
thing for food. With this 
insatiable appetite, they 
have decimated most of 
the mammal populations 
in the Florida Everglades 
and now have their eyes on 
the birds. 

These 16 foot-long rep- 
tiles are not the type to 
sit and wait for birds that 
are unfortunate enough 
to cross their line of sight. 
Like the cunning cuckoo, 
they seek out the homes 
of birds and snatch their 
eggs straight from the nest. 
Study researcher Carla 
Dove of the Smithsonian 
Museum. of Natural His- 
tory says that although the 
sample size is small, the 
findings sugpest that the 
snakes could pose a threat 
to the breeding success of 
native birds. 

The snakes, originally 
native to Southern Asia, 


were detected in 2000, 
when rangers removed 
two snakes from the 


swampland. Since then, 
the python population has 


_ exploded, with more than 
COURTESY OF WWWSITES.SLEDU | 


300 snakes being removed 
from the Everglades ever 


year since 2007. The ori- 
gin of this invasion, sci- 
entists suspect, are people 
who kept these snakes as 
household pets. 

Relatively speaking, 
the pythons are one of 
the newer additions to the 
hall of invasive species. 
Famous examples include 
zebra mussels and kud- 
zu, a Japanese vine that 
smothers native plants in 
their leafy embrace. These 
invasive spe- 
cies tend to 
thrive in en- 
vironments 
similar to 
their own. 
Except in the 
absence of 
strong predators and com- 
petitors, they become the 
supreme rulers of the land. 

Good invaders tend to 
have evolutionary traits 
that would make them 
very successful even in 
their native environments. 
They tend to breed ex- 
plosively, can eat almost 
everything they see, and 
can easily adapt to differ- 
ent situations. Sounds a 
lot like us, doesn’t it? Of 
course, not all invaders are 
not leafy, slimy creatures 
— Australia, for instance, 
is currently dealing with a 
plague of cute and cuddly 
rabbits. 

Like most invasive spe- 


Genetics research on schizophrenia ollers new possibilities 


By ERICK SUN 
Sports Editor 


Recent work done by 
a group of Hopkins re- 
searchers has shed new 
light on the factors contrib- 
uting to the development 
of schizophrenia in indi- 
viduals. 


The findings, published 


in Cell, highlight the con- 
nections between schizo- 
phrenia and the combina- 
tion of both genetic and 
environmental risk  fac- 
tors that can increase the 
chances of developing this 
disorder. 
According to the study, 
a newborn can either carry 
defects in schizophrenia- 
risk genes or be subjected 
to environmental stress 
soon after birth, but still 
have the same chances to 
grow and develop normal- 
ly as do anewborn without 
such difficulties. However, 
when defective genes and 
stress both occur together, 
the chances of schizophre- 
nia development rise by 
nearly 140 percent. 
In order to gain some 
real quantitative data, the 


Hopkins team examined — 


Disrupted-in-Schizophre- 
nia (DISC1), which is a pro- 
tein necessary for brain de- 
velopment, and the brain 
chemical GABA, a key in- 
gredient for normal brain 
function. 

The scientists then ge- 
netically engineered mice 
to produce lower levels of 
DISC1 in the hippocampus 


¥ 


of the brain. 

The results showed that 
the neurons of the mutant 
mice actually are similar 
in size and morphology 
to neurons of normal, un- 
mutated mice. Next, the 
researchers increased lev- 
els of GABA in mice and 
found the neurons to be 
longer and contain more 


projections when com- 
pared with their normal 
counterparts. 


Finally, when the two 
mutations were combined 
in the same cell, the neu- 
rons were found to be the 
longest and have the most 
projections. 

The findings suggested 
that while a single defect 
could still lead to normal 
growth, the occurence 
of both defects together 
would more likely alter 
brain development, caus- 
ing increase in susceptibil- 
ity to disease. 

While the team at Hop- 
kins continued their re- 
search, another group at 
the University of Calgary 
had teamed with the Na- 
tional Institute of Physi- 
ological Sciences in Japan 
to perform their own ex- 

periments on environmen- 
tal stress and its effects on 
newborn mice develop- 
ment. 

_ The joint team also 
worked with the DISC1 
protein, but in their study, 
they also incorporated 
stress factors in the mice, 
They did so by separating 
newborns from their moth- 
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The combination of genetic and environmental risk factors significantly increases chances of schizophrenia. 


ers for three hours every- 
day in the first ten days of 
birth. 

What they found 
seemed to agree with the 
data obtained by the Hop- 
kins team: stress alone of- 
ten led to normal growth, 
but a combination of stress 
and reduced levels of 
DISC1 expression yielded 


neurons sending projec- - 


tions into the wrong re- 
gions of the brain. 


Furthermore, the re- 


searchers examined the ge- 
nomes of 2,961 schizophre- 
nia patients and healthy 
individuals, looking at the 
DNA sequences coding for 
DISC1 and a protein called 
NKCC1, which regulates 
GABA in the brain. 

They found that people 
with a single base mu- 
tation in both genes re- 
sulted in 1.4 times higher 
chance of having schizo- 
phrenia. Meanwhile, hav- 


_ing a mutation in only one 


_ factors, 


of the genes yielded no 
change in the possibility 
of schizophrenia develop- 
ment. 

The research offers a 
new and exciting method 
to attack the schizophre- 
nia disease from a genetic 


Melanie Hsu 
Animal Antics 


| 
| 
| 


cies, the pythons are liv- 
ing the life in their new 
environment. The native 
animals, having never 
evolved defenses against 
these eating machines, are 
easy kills for the snakes. 
With no predators to stand 
against the pythons, the 
local mammals and veg- 
etation have _ essentially 
become a giant buffet. Un- 
fortunately, the pythons 
just love spreading their 
seed re- 
searchers 
estimate that 
at least tens 
of thousands 
of them have 
infiltrated 
the National 
Everglades Park. 

To better understand 
the opportunistic invad- 
ers, the researchers moni- 
tored the python’s diet by 
probing the contents of 
their stomachs. In a previ- 
ous study of 300 captured 
snakes, they found that 
about 25 percent of the py- 
thon’s diet was composed 
of more than 25 species of 
birds. Talk about a diverse 
diet! 

In the latest study, re- 
searchers found proof that 
the snakes were terroriz- 
ing nests. In their stomach- 
churning study, they found 
whole eggs in the stomachs 
of three specimens. Most 
snakes evolve adaptations 
that enable them to pierce 
eggshells, but the python’s 
large size and preference 
for small eggs allows them 
to swallow them whole. 
Think of it as the difference 
between swallowing a tiny 


| gumball and chewing ona 
| jawbreaker. 


The three specimens 
in this study include a 
14-pound male python 
about 8.5 feet in length, 


| which was acquired near a 


house in Florida’s Miami- 
Dade County. The snake re- 
gurgitated 10 guinea fowl 
eggs soon after his capture, 
all of them intact. In addi- 
tion, the team found the 


remains of two more eggs 
in a 30-pound female py- 
thon, with a length of over 
10 feet. 

The researchers ana- 
lyzed shell fragments from 
the crushed bird eggs and 
compared them with intact 
samples from the Smith- 
sonian collection. The vic- 
tims turned out to be from 
a bird called a limpkin, a 
large marsh bird that is 
listed as a “species of spe- 
cial concern” by the Flori- 
da Fish and Wildlife Con- 
servation Commission. 

According to their ob- 
servations, the invasive py- 
thons are snacking on both 
adult birds and eggs. This 
represents the first known 
instance of an invasive 
species preying on nesting 
birds. Given our history of 
importing exotic animals, ’ 
it probably will not be the 


standpoint. With greater 
insights on the genetic 
researchers can 
determine novel and ef- 
fective drug treatments 
to combat this psychiatric 
disorder. 


1, 


last. While there may be al- 
most no limits to what pets 
one can keep, hopefully at 
least no one will be naive 
enough to introduce any 
nasty piranhas to our poor, 
defenseless lakes. 
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By FRANK SCHIFF 
For Zhe News-Letter 


Now the real fun be- 
gins. The long slog that 
culminates with sixteen 
wins and the grand prize 
of Lord Stanley's 
Cup started last 
night, Wednes- bs 
day, Apr. 11. 4 

Sixteen . 
teams, eight dif- 
ferent match- 
ups, one para- 
mount goal. 

This is the most 
exciting time of 
the year — play- 
off hockey. 

The first- 
round pairings 
are set, and no 
matchup is more 
wildly antici- 
pated than the 
fourth-seeded 
Pittsburgh Pen- 
guins taking on 
the fifth-seeded 
Philadelphia 
Flyer in the East- 
ern Conference. 
If their last regu- 
lar season game 
was any indica- 
tion, this playoff series will 
be smack full of head bang- 
ing physicality, trash talk, 
and fisticuffs. 

Flyer forward Scott 
Hartnell had this to predict 
to Sports Illustrated: there 
will be “A lot of blood.” 

Just two weeks ago, the 
Flyers were closing out a 
landslide 6-3 victory over 
the Penguins in Pittsburgh 
when a literal Battle Royale 
took place. 

After Penguins’ fourth- 
line forward Joe Vitale 
crushed Flyer star player 
Danny Briere at center ice 
— a hit that has knocked 
Briere out of the first-round 
— every player rushed to 
the scene, dropping gloves, 
sticks and helmets while 

“throwing haymakers in the 
process. Even the teams’ 
coaches were ablaze. 

Never before seen foot- 
age had Flyers head coach 
Peter Laviolette and Pen- 
guins assistant coach 
Tony Granato climbing to 
the top of their benches 
to peer over the dividing 
glass, meanwhile barking 
at each other. 

Each was fined thou- 
sands of dollars by the NHL. 

Let’s just say they 
weren't exactly schedul- 
ing their next meet-and- 
greet. Yet, destiny did that 
for them. On Wednesday 
night, these cross-state ri- 
vals will begin their best- 
of-seven series. 

As one NHL executive 
told ESPN.com this week, 
"Both teams are well-run 
and they're strong teams, 
and this is going to be a 
painful loss for whoever 
goes down in the first 
round.” 

As much as I love the 
Flyers’ high scoring attack 
and gritty style, led by 
fan favorite Wayne Sim- 
monds who is seemingly 
in the middle of every. 
single. scrum and who, by 
the way, has a career high 
28 goals on the year, I am 
compelled to pick the Pen- 
guins in six games. 


, Men’s Lacrosse 
Apr. 5, 2012 


_ Hopkins vs. Albany 


There are two reasons 
for this: Evgeni Malkin and 
Sidney Crosby. 

Malkin is simply a ma- 
gician with the puck — 
leading all NHL players 


this year in points with 


109. While Crosby, is well. 
. Crosby. 

After missing much of 
the season with ongoing 
concussion symptoms, 
“The Kid” has _ battled 
back. Since then, he has 
torched teams for roughly 
two points a game — 25 
points in 14 games — and 
proven, once again, he 
plays a different breed of 
hockey. This star studies 
the material, aces the test, 
and starts teaching the 
class as the hockey world 
stands back in awe. 

I think this series will 
ultimately come down to 
whether Philadelphia's 
role players are able to get 
under Pittsburgh's skin, 
knocking the big guns off 
their game, a trend devel- 
oped over their last few 
regular season games. 

However, the playoffs 
are a different animal all 
together. I still look at the 
Penguins’ superior depth 
at scoring and at the blue 
line as reasons Pittsburgh 
will advance. 

The _— Flyers-Penguins 
series is only one of eight 
high velocity matchups. 
Here are my picks for the 
next seven series. 


EAST 


#1 New York Rangers Vs. 
#8 Ottawa Senators: The 
Rangers are a tough team 
to gauge entering the post- 
season. They stumbled at 
the end of the year, losing 
three of their last four, and 
squandered the oppor- 
tunity to claim the Presi- 
dents’ Trophy (given to 
the team with the best reg- 
ular season record). Yet, I 
believe in this club. 

They have a stud goalie 
in Henrik Lundqvist and 
one of the league’s best top 
lines, featuring forward 
Marion Gaborik. The Sen- 
ators have mostly over- 
achieved this season and, 
even so, barely snuck into 
the playoffs. Rangers win 
in five. 


Women’s Lacrosse 


Apr. 7, 2012 
Hopkins vs. Florida 


i 


Le. = 
Apr. 11, 2012. 
Hopkins vs. Virginia 
L, 11-7 © 


Baseball 


Apr. 5, 2012 


. Hopkins vs. Swarthmore 
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Hopkins ranked eighth-nationally 
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#2 Boston Bruins Vs. #7 
Washington Capitals: This is 
another compelling series 
featuring last year’s cham- 
pion, the Bruins, against 
our hometown Capitals. 
Boston, led by red-hot 


COURTESY OF BLEACHERREPORT.COM 
Penguin center Sydney Crosby has scored 25 points in 14 games since returning from his concussion. 


goaltender Tim Thomas, 
who has only once allowed 
more than two goals in his 
past eight starts, carries a 
strong 7-2-1 finish into the 
postseason. 

Meanwhile, the Capi- 
tals are finally completely 
healthy. After missing 
much of the season, slick 
forward Nicklas  Back- 
strom is back and’ look- 
ing much like his old 
self. However, it won’t be 
enough against the bat- 
tle-tested Bruins. Boston 
wins in six. 

#3 Florida Panthers Vs. #6 
New Jersey Devils: The Pan- 
thers are back in the post- 
season for the first time 
since 2000, but have strug- 
gled mightily down the 
stretch, winning just two 
of their final ten games. 
They are cold and the Dev- 
ils are scalding hot, having 
raced into the playoffs with 
a six-game winning streak. 

The Devils have not 
made it past the first round 
in five years, but I see their 
fortunes changing. Devils 
win in five. 


WEST 


#1 Vancouver Canucks Vs. 
#8 Los Angeles Kings: This is 
another fantastic matchup 
that features two of the top 
goaltenders in the league. 
Roberto Luongo, Vancou- 
ver’s net-minder, is a pe- 
rennial all-star. The Kings’ 
goalie, Jonathan Quick, has 
a name onomatopoetic for 
his playing style. He has 
become one of the up-and- 
coming stars in the NHL 
and often doesn't get the 
recognition he deserves, 
a common problem faced 
by anyone suiting up for a 
West Coast small market 
team. 

Quick was second in the 
league in goals against av- 
erage, posting a sharp .195, 
and was also first in the 
league with ten shutouts. 
Yet, the Kings still can’t 
match the Canucks’ offen- 
sive prowess, whose con- 


BLUE JAY SPORTS SCOREBOARD & 


Women’s Tennis 


Apr7,2012 
Hopkins vs. Washington 
W,9-0 — : 


Ape 1120127 
‘Hopkins vs. McDaniel 
2 W,9-0 
Baseball 


Apr. 7, 2012 


Rie ees 


.brink. Sharks win in seven. 


sistent high scoring game 
helped them win the Presi- 
dents’ Trophy. Canucks 
win in five. 

#2 St Louis Blues Vs. #7 
San Jose Sharks: The Sharks 
are a playoff-savvy team, 


reaching the 
conference fi- 
nals in each 


of the last two | 
years and have 
not missed the 
playoffs since 
2003. I look for 
them to take 
advantage of a 
less-experienced 
Blues squad who 
has only made 
the playoffs 
twice within the 
last sea- 
sons. 

The 
are finally play- 
ing without the | 
absurdly high 
expectations of 
the last three | 
years, which pe- 
rennially accom- 
pany any team 
placed within 
the two 
seeds. Mean- | 
while, the Blues may start 
to feel the pressure of this 
matchup. St. Louis has been 
the biggest surprise around 
the league this year, and 
many experts believe they | 
have overachieved. 

Yet, Blues head coach, 
Ken Hitchcock, a_ favor- 
ite to win the Jack Adam/‘s 
award, given to the leagues 
best head coach, will keep 
his team even-keeled. This 
matchup will go to the 


seven 


Sharks | 


top 


#3 Phoenix Coyotes Vs. 
#6 Chicago Blackhawks: This 
series features two evenly 
matched teams. Although 
the Blackhawks have far 
greater playoff experience, 
the Coyotes have goalten- 
der Mike Smith who has 
emerged as a. top-five net | 
minder in the league. He 
carried the Coyotes to the 
Pacific division crown and 
will likely have to do the 
same if they have any hopes 
of beating a deep Chicago 
team. I don't see it happen- 
ing, Blackhawks win in six. 

#4 Nashville Predators 
Vs. #5 Detroit Red Wings: 
Another great four-five 
matchup. This one features 
two familiar foes that bat- 
tled it out with the Blues 
all season for the Central 
division title. These two 
teams play a similar style 
of hockey’ and both have 
strong aspirations for a 
lengthy playoff run. 

However, Nashville has 
the best shutdown D pair 
in the league and better 
special teams. Detroit also 
struggles mightily on the 
road, as shown by their 
17-21-3 road record. Mean- 
while, they have to go into 
Nashville, a deafeningly 
loud building. 

If Detroit wants to win, 
their stars — future Hall of 
Famer Pavel Datsyuk, bull 
Johan Franzen, and peren- 
nial all-star Henrik Zetter- 
berg — need to step up and 
take over the series. This 
matchup will come down 
to the wire. Nashville wins 
in seven. 


~ Men's Tennis — 
April 7, 2012 


Hopkins vs. Haverford _ 


oh Baseball as 


Apr. 10,2012 


| Nandita 


By SCOTT BARRETT 


| Staff Writer 


The Hopkins women's 
tennis team entered last 
Saturday’s match against 
Washington College as 
the eighth-ranked team in 
the nation, and they once 


| again did not disappoint. 


The Lady Jays routed 
the visiting Shorewomen, 
winning, all nine matches. 
The 9-0 Centennial Con- 
ference victory helped the 


| Jays improve to 5-0 in the 


conference and 8-4 overall. 

The loss was the second 
in the conference for Wash- 
ington, dropping them to 
5-2 in Centennial Confer- 
ence competition and 9-3 
on the season. 

There were several no- 
table Blue Jay performanc- 
es, highlighted by junior 
Krishnan, who 
won her 91st and 92nd 


| matches of her career in 
| first doubles and second 


singles. 

The victories marked a 
monumental milestone in 
her career, moving her into 
a tie for the fourth most 
match victories in program 
history. 

In her doubles match, 
Krishnan and her partner, 
sophomore Hailey Hogan, 
set the tone for the Blue 
Jays right away, handing 
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day, winning 6-0, 6-1 in 
the second singles match. 
Her singles victory was 
number 92 overall, tying 
her with Tanya Gulnik 
for fourth all-time. Hogan 
also won her second match 
of the day at first singles 
with a 6-1, 6-0 win over 
Finnegan. 

The third singles match 
looked much like the first, 
as Herndon defeated Co- 
hen with the same 6-1, 6-0 
score. 

Herndon’s doubles part- 
ner, Clark, also recorded a 
6-1, 6-0 victory over Batista 
in fourth singles, while 
freshman Kaitlyn Coleman 
won with the same 6-1, 6-0 
score over Meghan Tait in 
sixth singles. 

Junior Andrea Berling- 
hof broke the pattern, how- 
ever, needing just 12 games 
to defeat Amy Stevens with 
a score of 6-0, 6-0 in fifth 
singles. 

The singles sweep in 
matches, as well as sets, 
marked the pure domi- 
nance of the Lady Jays on 
the day. 

Junior Ariel Several, 
who watched from the 
sidelines as she recovers 
from shoulder surgery, was 
impressed by her team’s 
performance. 

“The mere seven games 
that our team lost [Satur- 


Krishnan and Hogan were 
named The News-Letter’s 
Athletes of the Week. 
Freshmen Elanie Baik 
and Stephanie Rettig fol- 
lowed suit just minutes 
after the Krishnan-Hogan 
wallop, defeating Kelsey 
Mills and Amy Stevens 
with an identical 8-0 vic- 
tory in third doubles. 

The Jays closed out the 
doubles matches in stride, 
as sophomore Abby Clark 
and freshman Shannon 
Herndon beat Kat Cohen 
and Campbell McNicol 
8-2 in second doubles. 
The mere two games lost 
in doubles matches marked 
one of the best performanc- 
es in the team’s history. 

In the singles matches, 
Krishnan handed McNicol 
her second defeat of the 


their op- day] high- 
ponents lighted one 
Gabie Ba- of the most 
lista Sand | am [It was] all-around 
Jordan one of the most impres- 
Finnegan . : sive team 
an 8-0 de- 1Mpressive team victories 
feat victories that [have “that Ihave 
pea Yr " ever wit- 
their ef- ever witnessed. nessed,” 
forts _to- Several 
weenie e —ARIEL SEVERAL, 2.4 
and at the eal « 6 
first and team con- 
second singles positions, tinued their Centennial 


Conference match play on 
Wednesday, Apr. 11 in Bal- 
timore against McDaniel. 

The Jays’ upcoming 
schedule also includes trav- 
eling to Muhlenberg this 
Saturday, and then to Pitts- 
burgh on Sunday for a bout 
with Carnegie Mellon. 

The schedule does not 
let up, as the Jays conclude 
their Centennial Con- 
ference play next week 
against Gettysburg and 
Swarthmore. 

They hope to remain 
undefeated in Conference 
play, in preparation for the 
Centennial ' Conference 
Championship tournament 
on Apr. 28th and 29th. 

Hopkins is yet again 


defending their crown 
after five consecutive CC 
championships. 


aK _ COURTESY OF PRATIK GUHA SARKAR 
Hopkins figures to move up in the national rankings, released Thursday. 
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ATHLETES OF THE WEEK 


HAILEY HOGAN & NANDITA KRISHNAN 


By RYAN KAHN 
Hip Hop Editor 


The women’s tennis team 
has competed against — 
and beaten — some of the 
country’s top Division III 
talents in recent weeks. The 
Blue Jays feel as strong as 
ever in their pursuit of their 
sixth consecutive Centen- 
nial Conference champion- 
ship and first national title. 
They are currently ranked 
eighth nationally, the high- 
est ranking in program his- 
tory, with an updated poll 


scheduled for Thursday, 
Apr. 12. : 
This was evident in 


their utter dominance this 
past weekend when Hop- 
kins shut out Washington 
College, 9-0. The win was 
the Jays’ third straight, 
improving their overall 
record to 8-4 and confer- 
ence record to a 
5-0. Against the 
Shorewomen, 
doubles-partners 
Hailey Hogan, a 


sterling 


sophomore, and 
Nandita Krish- 
nan, a_ junior, 


served up a pair 
of victories; one 
together and one 
on their own. 

Hogan and 
Krishnan cruised 
to an 8-0 win at 
first-doubles _ be- 
fore Hogan won 
at first singles (6- 
1, 6-0) and Krish- 
nan followed suit 
at second-singles 
(6-0, 6-1). Their ter- 
rific performances 
come as little sur- 
prise, however. 
Hogan was named 
Centennial Con- 
ference player 
of the week for her play 
the week ending Mar. 28, 
and Krishnan moved into 
fourth-place all-time for 
career wins aftér this past 
weekend. 

The News-Letter (N-L): 


“ou_have played somewof™ 


Brown 
named — 


player of 
the week 


M. TENNIS, From B12 
winning 6-4, 6-2 and EI- 
gort defeated his opponent 
7-5, 7-6. Hersh concluded 
the match by dropping the 
first set 3-6, and then com- 
ing back to win the next set 
6-3 and the final set ina tie- 
breaker, 10-5. 

The dominant win 
makes Hopkins the only 
team still undefeated in 
the Centennial Conference, 
putting the Blue Jays in a 
strong position to make a 
run into late spring. 

Brown, the freshman, 
earned Centennial Confer- 
ence Men’s Tennis Player 
of the Week for his perfor- 
mances against Franklin & 
Marshall and Haverford. 

At F&M, Brown and 
Barnaby won at second 
doubles, and Brown defeat- 
ed his competitor in straight 

. sets at second singles. 

At Haverford this past 
week, Brown dominated 
on the court once again, 
winning both at doubles 
and singles. His impres- 
sive performance has been 


and Ho 


Accomplishments: 


the top teams in the country 
throughout the season. How 
do you think this has helped 
you to this point, and how 
will this help the team's suc- 
cess in the future? 

Hailey Hogan (HH): Yes, 
I absolutely think this has 
helped me. Playing tough 
teams, such as Williams 
and Emory, has inspired me 
to work harder and to im- 
prove my game. The team 
is so close to beating those 
top-ranked teams, and we 
are all working very hard 
and are very excited to have 
the opportunity to play 
such tough opponents. 

Nandita Krishnan (NK): 
This year was undoubt- 
edly the toughest schedule 
we had ever played, and 
it has helped us tremen- 
dously. We narrowly lost 
to the number one and 
two-ranked teams in the 
nation, so we have the 


VITAL 


STATISTICS 


Names: Nandita Krishnan 


Hailey Hogan 


Years: Junior, Sophomore 
Hometowns: Chennai, India 


Newport Beach, CA 


High Schools: Sishya School 


Corona Del Mar 


Favorite Foods: Anything Indian 


Sushi 


Favorite Movies: Love Actually 


Country Strong 
Krishnan 
gan combined to win their 


first-doubles match, 8-0, before 
dominating their respective singles 
matches, each losing just one game. 


confidence that we can be 
up there with the best. It 
helped me get back in to 
match shape after being 
‘out for a while and as a 
team, it really helped us 
figure out our weaknesses 
“and work on them. 


Walsh sets 


By ERICK SUN 
Sports Editor 


This 
the Hopkins 
men’s and 
women’s out- 
door track 
teams __ trav- 
eled to Mill- 
ersville, PA to 
take part in 
the Millers- 
ville Metrics 
& Combined 
Events Chal- 
lenge where 
they faced off 
against some 
of the best Di- 
vision II and 
III teams the 
nation had to 
offer. 

After clear- 
ing _ six-feet- 
two-inches in 
the team’s last 
meet and only coming in 
sixth place, freshman Ryan 
Walsh returned to the track 
with a vengeance at Millers- 
ville. Walsh high jumped a 
Hopkins freshman record 
six-feet-six-and-three-quar- 
ters inches to take first place 
in the event against 14 other 
competitors. His efforts 
not only bested the former 
freshman record of six-feet- 
two inches set in 1999, but 
also placed Walsh in the top 
20 of all Division III jump- 
ers. 

Not to be outdone, ju- 


past weekend, 


crucial to the Blue Jays’ 
dominance within the con- 
ference, and Brown will 
continue to be an integral 
component to Hopkins’ 
success in coming years. 
The Blue Jays return to 
action at Carnegie Mellon 
on Sunday, before taking 
on four consecutive Cen- 
tennial Conference op- 
ponents to round out the 
regular season before the 
playoffs. Hopkins is con- 
fident with its team and 
looks to build on its five 


nior Josh Baker won the 
10,000 Meter Run with a 
time of 32:18.56, beating 
out his closest competitor, 
Christopher Poss of Cali- 
fornia, by over 20 seconds. 
Baker was followed up by 
fellow Blue Jay junior Mark 
Lo Galbo who came in sev- 
enth and freshman Josh 
Kays in ninth. 

. The men also had sev- 
eral top ten finishes to 
complement the strong 
performances of Walsh 
and Baker. 


match winning streak. 


Freshman Julian Saliani 


COURTESY OF PRATIK GUHA SARKAR 


ey 


Krishnan (left) and Hogan (right) swept their first-doubles match, 8-0. 


N-L: You've shutout 
three straight conference 
opponents. What are some 
of the things the team has 
been doing well to contrib- 
ute to these huge wins? 

NK: We are fortunate to 
have so much depth in the 
team. One of the benefits of 
having a big roster is that 
everyone is motivated to 
play well, and we get to 
play plenty of matches in 
practice to stay sharp. 

HH: The team has been 
working very hard on our 
doubles play. After our 
spring break trip, we de- 
cided that our doubles 
needed some work and 
have been focusing a lot 
on our doubles teams and 
strategies. The hard work 
is definitely paying off and 
we are very happy with 
our current doubles teams! 


N-L: What are some 
things the team, as well 
as yourselves, need to im- 
prove upon in order to ad- 
vance in the playoffs? 

NK: Fitness is a huge fac- 
tor. That’s what separates 
the top few teams from 
the rest and that’s what we 
need to work on to clinch 
the close, grueling match- 
es. In terms of tennis, we 
need to keep improving on 
our doubles play. 

HH: I think I person- 
ally need to mix up my 


game more. | occasionally 
get stuck in a rut and keep 
making the same stupid 
play over and over. | think 
if | mix up my shots some 
more that would definitely 
help me. 

I think the team is doing 
so awesome, and we are fi- 
nally happy with our line- 
up. We just need to keep 
working hard and pull out 
some tight matches when it 
really counts. 


N-L: What has been your 
favorite tennis road trip so 
far this year and why? 

HH: Over spring break 
we traveled to Virginia for 
the Fab Five tournament. 
My mom and sister came 
out to watch me play which 
was super fun! The team 
really bonded, and we all 
became a lot closer. 

NK: Indoor Nationals in 
Indiana was a big one for 
me, as it was my first tour- 
nament back after ACL sur- 
gery. The spring break trip 
to Atlanta was a good one 
too — it was hectic but we 
played some great tennis. 


N-L; I'm sure you prob- 
ably get this a lot, but any 
relation to Hulk Hogan, 
Hailey? 

HH: Haha, no. Tt am 
not related to Hulk Ho- 
gan! That would be pretty 
sweet, though. 


record at Millersville 


turned in a strong race 
in the 1,500 Meter Run to 
finish fourth in the event 
while senior co-captain 


Brett Schwartz finished 
second in the 3,000 Meter 
Run, a mere four seconds 
behind first place finisher 
Greg Duckloe of Franklin 
& Marshall. Schwartz led a 
line of Hopkins runners as 
the Blue Jays dominated the 
event. After Schwartz, ju- 
nior James Frick, freshman 
Austin Stecklair, sophomore 
Robert Ferris and freshman 
Saksham Gupta rounded 
out the top six. 

Behind Walsh, fresh- 
man Alex Naticchia set 
a freshman record of his 
own in the long jump, 


leaping 22-feet-and- 
three-quarters inches 
to finish third in the 


event while sophomore 
Alex Jebb triple jumped 
44-feet-and-eight-and- 
three-quarters inch to 
earn another third place 
finish for Hopkins. 

The men’s squad was 
rounded out by senior co- 
caption Luke Sand who 
made his first throws of 
the outdoor season. The 
senior, playing in his 
homé-state of Pennsylva- 


nia, turned in a Centenni- 
al Conference best 147-feet 
and three inches discus 
throw to start his 2012 sea- 
son off right. 
After topping 
the —confer- 
ence as a ju- 
nior in 2011, 
Sand seems to 
be on his way 
to another 
stellar season 
in his final 
year. 

On the 
women’s 
side, the un- 
derclassmen 
played a key 
role in giv- 
ing Hopkins 
some of its top 
finishes in the 
event. 

Sopho- 
more Emily 
Swenson led 
the Lady Jays with impres- 
sive performances in the 
throwing events. Her 129- 
feet and three inch javelin 
throw gave her a second 
place finish in the meet, 
while also giving her a 
top 20 distance amongst 
all Division III throwers. 
Similar to Sand, Swenson 
was also the top javelin 
thrower in the Centennial 
Conference and is looking 
to defend her position this 
season. 

Fellow underclass- 
man Ingrid Johnson ran a 
2:22.12 time in the 800 Me- 
ter Run to finish third in 
the event behind runners 
from Kutztown and Ship- 
pensburg. 

In the 4x100 Meter Re- 
lay, the team of freshman 
Kelley Hussey, _ senior 
Alison Smith, sophomore 
Chloe Ryan and junior 
Amelia Vallenillar finished 
fifth with a time of 50.83. 

Next up, Hopkins will 
host the team’s one and only 
home meet of the season at 
the Hopkins/Loyola Invita- 
tional this coming Saturday. 


‘ 


FILE PHOTO 
Hopkins faced stiff Division II competition at Millersville last weekend. 
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W. Lax falls to Gators 
and Cavaliers at home 


By MIKE KANEN 


Sports Editor 


The Lady Jay lacrosse 
team had already faced five 
ranked opponents heading 
into this past week, and 
their tough schedule didn’t 
get any easier. On Saturday, 
Hopkins hosted the fifth- 
ranked Florida Gators, fall- 
ing 13-12 th double-over- 
time, before again playing 
host Wednesday night, this 
time against 12th-ranked 
Virginia. In the Cavalier , 
contest, a game televised 
on ESPNU, Hopkins fell, 
11-7, dropping their record 
to 7-5 overall and 0-2 in the 
American Lacrosse Con- 
ference (ALC). 

While the tough sched- 
ule has caused the Jays to 
sweat for a few more wins 
and sob after a few more 
losses this season, the team 
is as battled tested as any 
in the program’s history, let 
alone the country, with just 
four matches remaining. 

Up next for Hopkins 
may be their greatest chal- 
lenge yet, as the Jays travel 
to Evanston, IL on Sunday 
to face-off with undefeated 
and top-ranked Northwest- 
ern. The Wildcats are the 
defending National Cham- 
pions and winners of five 
of the last six NCAA crown. 

The stiff competition the 
Jays have faced all season 
long should have them pre- 
pared for the critical confer- 
ence game. Despite the loss- 
es JHU suffered this week, 
their battles with Florida 
and Virginia only prepared 
them for the games ahead. 

Saturday’s affair with 
the Gators has already gone 
down as an instant classic 
in Lady Jay lore. Hopkins 
jumped out to an early 3-1 
lead off unassisted goals 
from attackmen Colleen 
McCaffrey, a senior, and 
Taylor D’Amore, a sopho- 
more. McCaffrey, who 
notched two of these goals 
within the game’s first six 


| minutes, completed a hat 


trick in the second half, her 
fourth straight game with 
three goals. 

After eight minutes of 
an offensive standstill, the 
Gators’ Shannon Gilroy 
narrowed the score to 3-2. 
Both squads would trade 
goals a pair of goals mid- 
way through the first half, 
as senior attackman Can- 
dace Rossi and sophomore 
midfielder Sarah Taylor 
tried their best to separate 
Hopkins from Florida. 

Soon, however, the Ga- 
tors’ resiliency . became 
overpowering, and UF 
scored six consecutive 
goals to put Florida ahead 
9-5 with 16 minutes to play 
in the second stanza. 

Speaking of resiliency, 
following a timeout, the 
Blue Jays showed their own 
spark to march back within 
one goal via scores from 
Rossi, McCaffrey, and junior 
attackman Monica Fischer. 
Rossi’s started the Hopkins 
rally when she ran past the 
Gator defense to whip the 
Jays back onto scoreboard 
with a nifty side-arm shot 
just six seconds after Flor- 
ida had scored. This six 
second turnaround was an 


NCAA record. 

D’Amore, who finished 
the game witha career-high 
five assists and seven total 
points and has emerged as 
the Blue Jays’ catalyst this 
season,fed the ball to Mc- 
Caffrey and Fischer to set 
up their goals. 

After Florida’s Nicole 
Graziano intercepted a pass 
and scored an unassisted 
goal to increase the Gator 
lead to 10-8, Hopkins again 
fired three unanswered 
scores to the back of the 
cage. D’/Amore was again 
at the forefront, scoring an 
unassisted goal and tossing 
an assist to sophomore mid- 
fielder Sammy Cermack to 
even the game at 10 with 
five minutes remaining. 

As the clock dwindled 
past the two minute warn- 
ing, the Hopkins offense 
slowed the game down in 
an effort to kill time. With 
1:13 to go, Rossi emerged 
with a spin-move to put 
Hopkins ahead, 11-10. 

Trailing for the first time 
since midway through 
the first half, Florida won 
the ensuing face-off and 
scored just 30 seconds lat- 
er. The goal, however, was 
waved off and the Blue Jays 
regained possession. 

Seemingly ahead for 
good, JHU threw the ball 
away, giving Florida one last 
chance to send the game to 
overtime. With seven sec- 
onds remaining, Gabi Wie- 
gand evened things up at 11. 

Again, Hopkins bounced 
back, as Cermack scored 
early in the first overtime. 
30 seconds later, though, 
and Florida had evened the 
score to send the game into 
double overtime. 

Hopkins won the face- 
off to start the second extra 
time period, but lost the ball, 
leading to a free position 
shot for Nora Berry, Flor- 
ida’s game-winner just 58 
seconds in. The win marked 
the Gators’ ninth in a row 
and first overtime victory in 
the history of the program. 

Coming back after a 
tough loss is difficult to 
begin with, but JHU was 
charged with the task of 
rebounding against the 
nationally-ranked Virginia 
Cavaliers. On a cold night 
at Homewood Field, Hop- 
kins struggled to find their 
rhythm, falling behind 7-3 
just minutes into the second 
half. It was again the usual 
suspects for Hopkins with 
two goals apiece from Mc- 
Caffrey and Rossi as well as 
goals from D’Amore, Cer- 
mack and Fischer. 

The Cavalier offense, 
led by four goals from 
Josie Owen, proved relent- 
less, though, scoring three 
straight goals to finish the 
game en route to the 11-7 
victory. Virginia improved 
to 10-5. 

Hopkins has now 
dropped three _ straight 
heading into this week- 
end’s matchup with North- 
western and need to turn 
things around to assure 
themselves of a playoff spot. 
Their schedule eases up af- 
ter the trip to Chicago when 
the Jays play Penn State, 
UMBC and Ohio State to 
close out the regular season. 


COURTESY OF PRATIK GUHA SARKAR 
Women’s Lacrosse travels to play top-ranked Northwestern on Sunday. 


Tur Jouns Horns News-Lerrer 


Apri, 12, 2012 


Dip You 
Know? 


Johns Hopkins and the Uni- 
versity of Maryland will meet 
for the 108th time in men’s 
lacrosse this Saturday evening, 
a series Hopkins leads 68-38-| 


CALENDAR 


FRIDAY 
Baseball vs. Gettysburg College, 3PM 


SATURDAY 
M. Lacrosse vs. Maryland, 6PM 
Track vs. Hopkins/Loyola Invite, All Day 


all-time. 


regular season 
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Men’s Tennis: 
#1 in Centennial 


Another dominant week 
for the men’s tennis team 
has given the Blue Jays a 
firm hold on the top spot of 
the Centennial Conference 


with a 6-0 record. Page B10 


standings 
ings. 


Athlete of the Week: 


Krishnan and Hogan 


The great play of doubles 
partners Nandita Krishnan 
and Hailey Hogan of the 
women’s tennis team has 
propelled Hopkins to the 
top of the Division III rank- 


Women’s Tennis continues to roll in 2012 


COURTESY OF PRATIK GUHA SARKAR 
The women’s tennis team has shown no signs of slowing down with just five games remaining in the season. After a difficult stretch, 
where the team played four opponents in the top 20 of Division III rankings, the Blue Jays have rung off four straight wins in authorita- 
tive fashion against Centennial Conference foes. For full coverage, please see Page B10. (past 


Page B11 


NHL Playofis: 

A Frank Take 
After a wild regular 
season of NHL action con- 
cluded this past Saturday, 
Frank Schiff gives his pre- 
dictions on how the first 


round of the postseason 
will unfold. 


Page B10 
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blue Jay 
freshmen 
carry Men's 
Tennis 


By JARED FRYMAN 
Staff Writer 
This past Saturday, 


the Hopkins men’s tennis 

team recorded its fourth 

shutout of the season, 

downing Haverford 9-0 

and improving to 6-0 in 

the conference. With only 
five matches left before 
the Centennial Confer- 
ence Tournament, Hop- 
kins sits at the top of the 
conference standings. 

Hopkins started off 
with three consecutive 
doubles wins, with junior 
Andy Hersh and freshman 
Sam Weissler igniting the 
fire, putting the Blue Jays 
up 1-0. Seniors Jacob Barn- 
aby and Warren Elgort 
were next up on the court, 
winning at first doubles 
and tying a school record 
in the process. Barnaby 
tied the school record for 
career conference doubles 
wins with 26 career wins 
in Centennial Conference 
play. 

The freshmen tandem 
of Tanner Brown and Noah 
Joachim closed out the 
doubles play, concluding 
the doubles sweep over the 
Haverford Fords. 

As singles play com- 
menced, Haverford’s mo- 
rale was steadily drained 
away, as any hope was 
ripped away by Hopkins 
freshman Jensen Reiter, 
winning first singles 6-0, 
6-1 and pushing the Blue 

Jay lead to 4-0. 

Weissler then clinched 
the win for Hopkins at fifth 
singles, as he defeated his 
opponent 6-2, 6-1, continu- 
ing the impressive streak 
of winning in straight sets. 
Joachim followed suit, 

See M. TENNIS, pace B11 


By KEVIN JOYCE 
Staff Writer 


The third-ranked Hop- 
kins men’s lacrosse team 
notched their 12th straight 
home victory last Thursday, 
Apr. 5, downing the Albany 
Great Danes, 17-6, to im- 
prove to 9-1 on the season. 
Just four days after their 
first loss of the year against 
North Carolina, the Blue 
Jays rebounded nicely with 
11 different players scoring 
goals and 14 players tally- 
ing at least one point in the 
convincing win. 

Junior midfielder John 
Ranagan set the tone early 
in the game, starting the 
scoring spree with 
an unassisted goal 
just 37 seconds into 
the game to give the 
Jays a lead they did 
not relinquish. 

Two more goals, 
scored by freshman 
attackman Brandon 
Benn and junior mid- 
fielder John Greeley, 

capped the first quar- 
ter scoring as the Jays 
went into the second 
quarter leading 3-1. 

Ranagan netted 
another goal early 
in the quarter, kick- 
starting a 7-0 run 
that gave the Blue 
Jays an eventual 10-1 
advantage early in 
the third. Hopkins 
notched three more scores 
in a span of seven minutes, 
entering halftime with a 7-1 
lead over the Great Danes, 
with senior midfielder 
Mark Goodrich, junior at- 
tackman Zach Palmer and 
redshirt senior attackman 


Chris Boland all register- 
ing their first goals of the 
game. 
Junior midfielder Lee 
Coppersmith extended the 
Blue Jays’ streak of scoring 
within the first minute of 
the third quarter by catch- 
ing a feed from Palmer 
and cashing in with 14:25 
remaining to expand the 
lead to 8-1. A minute and 
a half later, sophomore 
midfielder Rob Guida ex- 


ploited a man-up situation 
for the Jays to score his first 
of the game on a dish from 
Boland. 

Boland then recorded 
the final goal of the Jays’ 
7-0 run before an Albany 
goal by Ty Thompson 
snapped it. 

The Great Danes then 
scored four goals in a span 
of four and a half minutes, 
sandwiching another Bo- 
land goal, who registered 
a hat trick for the game. 
Ranagan, who ended up 
scoring a career-high four 
goals on the game, ended a 
3-0 run by Albany to ignite 
a 6-0 response for the Jays 
and put the game virtually 


goal total since an 18-goal 
showing versus Delaware 
early in the 2011 season. 

Ranagan's four-goal 
outburst spearheaded the 
Blue Jays’ offensive per- 
formance, which was*also 
fueled by three goals and 
two assists from Boland, 
two goals and two assists 
from Palmer and one goal 
and two assists from Stan- 
wick. 

Junior midfielder Mike 
Poppleton won __ nearly 
three-fourths of his 21 
face-offs and snagged a 
career-high 14 ground 
balls, highlighting the Jays’ 
dominance in possession. 

Hopkins also benefited 


KELLY STANDART/PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 
An overwhelming 17-6 win put the Men’s Lacrosse team back on track. 


out of reach. 

The Jays continued their 
streak with freshman at- 
tackman Wells Stanwick’s 
score just 28 seconds into 
the fourth quarter to ex- 
tend the lead to 13-5. A 


‘fourth goal by Ranagan, 


followed up by another 
Palmer score gave the Jays 
a 10-goal advantage. 
Junior midfielder Chase 
Winter scored his first goal 
of the season with just over 
five and a half minutes left 


‘in the game. Senior mid- 


fielder Trevor Brown joined 
in on the scoring fest — the 
first of Brown’s career — to 


close out the scoring for the © 


Blue Jays. 
It was Hopkins’ highest 


from 11 saves in goal by 
junior Pierce Bassett be- 
fore he left the game with 
around five minutes left in 
the game. 

The Jays dominated the 
stats sheet in both shot 
count (42-27) and ground 
balls recovered (42-30) and 
took advantage of two-of- 
three penalized miscues 
for the Great Danes with 
extra-man scores. Hop- 
kins is now 10-1 all-time 
against Albany. 

The Blue Jays will return 
to The Nest on Saturday, 
Apr. 14 when they welcome 
the University of Maryland 
in the 108th edition of the 
most storied rivalry in the 
history of college lacrbsse. 


| goe 


* meeting, 


» Baseball dominates, 
s 4-0 against (0 


Schwartz seals wins for Blue Jays 


By JEFF SCHILL 
Staff Writer 


This past Thursday, the 
Hopkins baseball team 
traveled to Westminster, 
MD, to take on McDaniel 
for the second time this 
season. Beating the Green 
Terror in their previous 
the Jays were 
looking to complete the 
season sweep. In a dra- 
matic and thrilling ninth- 
inning finish, the Blue Jays 


_ did just that. 


Senior pitcher Sam Ea- 


_ gleson was on the bump 


for the Blue Jays when the 
squad jumped out to an 


_ early lead. Sophomore out- 


fielder Mike Denlinger got 


_ things started for the Jays 
_ with a sacrifice fly in the 


Ranagan’s four goals lead Jays LAX 


first inning to score junior 
infielder Kyle Neverman. 


| The Jays tacked on three 


more in the second en rout 
an early 4-0 lead over the 
Green Terror. 

Despite getting down 
early the opposition did 
not go passively away. 
McDaniel scored a total of 
five runs in the third in- 


for the team’s success. 

The Blue Jays were 
ahead in the game for 
much of the afternoon but 
the Garnet came back in 
the sixth and seventh in- 
nings to tie the game, scor- 
ing one in the sixth and 
two in the seventh. The 
Blue Jays answered back 
scoring three runs in the 
bottom of the inning. Af- 
ter Neverman led off with 
a double the hits became 
contagious. With the lead 
at 6-3, the Blue Jays did not 
look back. 

Senior closer Aaron 
Schwartz came into the 
ninth inning and retired 
the Garnet one-two-three 
to end the first game. 

In the second game, 
sophomore pitcher Tyler 
Goldstein took the mound 
for the Blue Jays. The game 
was close through the first 
four innings, with the Jays 
leading 3-1, but then in the 
fifth the Hopkins offense 
came alive pouring on 
seven runs. 

The bases were load- 
ed for Carbone when he 
delivered with a double 


ning to take down the 
the lead. left field 
Yet, the Blue [Eliopoulos] has line to plate 
Jays would unior first. 
answered Deen a rock .....for eared 
back ~ by the Blue Jays and Jeff Lynch 
tacking on iy and Bo- 
two more One of the biggest renstein. 
runs in the Denlinger 
later cons for the then came 
nings on team’s success. to the plate 
behalf of a . and __— took 


sacrifice fly 

by junior infielder Adam 
Weiner and a double by 
senior catcher Aaron 
Borenstein. The seesaw 
type game did not end 
here — the Green Terror 
once again answered and 
scored two runs in the 
eighth to battle back and 
take a seven to six lead. 

The Blue Jays were thus 
down to their last two 
outs in the ninth inning 
and down a run. Junior 
Jared Frydman comment- 
ed on the outlook going 
into the last inning. “We 
had to flip the switch. It 
was now or never.” 

Junior infielder and 
Sports Editor Mike Kanen 
led the comeback, draw- 
ing a one out walk and 
senior Aaron Borenstein 
singled to left field to put 
two runners on base. After 
the bases were loaded with 
another single, sophomore 
first | baseman/outfielder 
Richie Carbone launched 
a double to plate the tying 
and the go ahead runs. The 
Blue Jays then tacked on 
more runs to exit the in- 
ning with a huge 13-7 lead. 

Senior closer Aaron 
Schwartz shut the door 
in the ninth, meanwhile, 
picking up his third win of | 
the season. 

After the trying series 
against McDaniel, the 
Blue Jays were back on the 
field this past Saturday to 
take on Swarthmore in a 
double-header at Home- 
wood field. 

In the first game, Senior 
ace pitcher Alex Eliopou- 
los. was on the hill for the 
Blue Jays. Eliopoulos was 
dominant in his outing, 
going eight strong innings 
and striking out seven 
while yielding only three 
runs. 

Eliopoulos once again 
gave head coach Bob Babb 
a strong outing. The senior 
has been a rock all season 
long for the Blue Jays and 
one of the biggest reasons 


the pitcher 
deep on the first pitch he 
saw. This was the third 
Blue Jay home run in the 
game and put the Jays up 
10-1. The game finished 
with a score of 13-3 as 
the Blue Jays completed 
a commanding sweep of 
Swarthmore. 

The Jays offense ignit- 
ed this past weekend on 
behalf of some outstand- 
ing individual  perfor- 
mances. Lynch went 6-8 
on the day with four RBIs. 
Delinger, Kanen and Nev- 
erman also had four RBIs 
on the day. 

The Blue Jays traveled 
to Gettysburg, PA, to take 
on the Bullets on Tuesday. 
Eagleson was dominant 
on the bump in the early 
going for Hopkins, taking 
a no-hitter into the fifth 
inning. However, in the 
fifth, the Bullets were able 
to plate a run and take the 
lead. In the top of the sixth, 
the Blue Jays came right 
back scoring three runs to 
take the lead. Kanen hit a 
homerun, his team-lead- 
ing fourth of the season, 
to propel the offense in 
the inning. Kanen’s play 
earned him the Centennial 
Conference Player of the 
Week Award. me 

Going into the seventh, 

the Blue Jays tacked on four 
more runs to take a com- 
fortable lead over the Bul- 
lets. The Jays never looked 
back, scoring at least two 
runs in each of the fi- 
nal four innings of play. 
Once again, senior Aaron 
Schwartz came in to close 
the door on the Bullets, but 
this time he went the final 
two innings. Schwartz’s 
performance this last week 
in multiple games earned 
him the honor of DIII Base- 
ball Relief Pitcher of th 
Week. 


The Blue Jays won their 


‘fifth straight game and will 
complete regular season — 


play with the Bullets on 
Friday at Hopkins. 
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elcome to Hopkins Exposed, a collection of anonymous first-person narratives that capture aspects of life at Hopkins. Just like you 
won't know who wrote these pieces we don’t directly know either. They were solicited through word of mouth and submitted using 
a (temporarily) open News-Letter email address. Our hope is that these reflections offer a window into who we are as a community. 


A disclaimer: the views expressed herein are not The News-Letter’s. They are your views, or the views of the person next to you in class or the 
views of the people you see on the JHMI every day. They are the views of that person you don’t really know, but run into sometimes at parties. 


These are the personal — at times deeply personal — thoughts and stories that make up our lives at Hopkins. Some will be familiar, some 
strange. Some may affirm your beliefs, and some may offend you. Some may make you fear for your hygiene while sitting in places on campus 
you previously thought safe. But our hope is that they will at least inspire you to think a little bit more about the things you take for granted 
from your peers. 


Although The Underground did not place any limits on subject matter, and accepted articles addressing a range of topics, we were struck by 
the number of submissions dealing with sex, sexuality and gender identity. Clearly, while forums to discuss these subjects exist, people have 
more to say. Perhaps there has not been a broad enough dialogue on campus for these topics to really feel safe. We hope that publishing these 


submissions will be a step toward a more open campus. 


To those who contributed to this issue, I personally want to say thank you. You have shared something incredibly precious with me and with 
our community: yourself. 


To those who read this issue, I hope you enjoy the entries as much as I did. 


— Laura Muth, Magazine Editor 
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I'm biologically female and I identify as a girl. My first boy- 
friend was also biologically female, but he was definitely a 
guy. His name wasn’t Tom so that’s what I'll call him. His 
name also wasn’t Sarah, but it used to be. 


Tom and I met before he transitioned. 
We were friends. We lived together in 
a girl’s dorm at a summer program. I 
didn’t know why I wanted to be with 
Sarah all the time. My feelings toward 
her were really complicated, so I figured 
I was young and had just never had a 
best friend like her. It was so difficult 
to decipher what I wanted from that 
friendship because at that point I had 
never had any type of romantic relation- 
ship. I didn’t recognize that the feelings 
I was having for Sarah were sexual. Ac- 
tually, of course I did. That’s kind of a 
dumb thing to say. But it was unbeliev- 
ably confusing. I vaguely considered the 
possibility that I might be gay, but some- 
thing made me think that, whether or 
not I was, my feelings for Sarah weren’t 
about that. 
I now see that I had a huge crush on 
her for a year before she revealed that 
she was transgender and straight: a 
guy who liked girls. One night when I 
was sleeping over at her house (we only 
lived a few hours apart), she finally told 
me everything from under a pillow. She 
asked me to give her tips on being a girl 
so she could be more convincing for her 
parents. She knew they wouldn’t un- 
derstand. This is really embarrassing, 
but that night I told her that sometimes 
girls cuddle and that it would be okay 
if we spooned. I don’t know if she be- 
lieved me or just wanted to be close to 
- someone, but I certainly wanted to be 
close to her. Him. That was the (very 


slow) beginning of our physical rela- 
tionship. 

We didn’t actually start dating for 
another year, but we inched closer and 
closer. I trained myself to adjust all of 
Tom’s pronouns by daydreaming about 
him and narrating stories to myself in 
which I practiced the change. I was the 
only person who knew. When Tom at- 
tempted to tell his parents they denied 
that it was true in the cruelest ways. The 
one lucky thing that happened was that 
Tom got a full scholarship to college. It 
meant he would be minimally dependent 
on his parents for money and he planned 
to be an RA after freshman year so his 
room and board would be paid for too. 
The one problem was that he still had to 
rely on his parent’s insurance and they 
didn’t want him going to therapy ses- 
sions or considering testosterone treat- 
ments. They didn’t want any of it to be 
happening at all. 

We began dating the summer before 
he started college. We said “I love you” 
immediately after our first kiss. It wasn’t 
a big step. Tom already depended on me 
for emotional support and I had become 
totally invested in him and his transition 
months before. I honestly didn’t know on 
a conscious level that we were going to be 
romantically involved, and that I desper- 
ately wanted it, until a few days before our 
kiss. | don’t know what I thought. I guess 
I was just so confused that I was happy 
to let the friendship progress in whatever 
way it would. 


Just like I had helped Tom try to be 
a girl I helped him become a boy. We 
shopped for new clothes, bought shav- 
ing cream and razors for his hairless face 
and started reading about female-to-male 
transitions. He ordered binders (under- 
shirts made of very stiff fabric that flatten 
your breasts) to my house because I had 
told my parents about his situation and 
they were cool with it. He also ordered a 
number of prosthetics for packing, plus a 
stand-to-pee device. We spent a lot of time 
ensuring that everything looked natu- 
ral. He started college as a guy. He had a 
single in a coed suite and his school was 
pretty accommodating about altering his 
student I.D. so it only had initials for his 
first and middle name. 

Our relationship was a secret in 
most circles. His college friends knew 
me, and I definitely think my presence 
helped him to pass, but we didn’t tell 
the majority of people who had known 
him as a girl. Most people in my high 
school didn’t even know that I had a 
boyfriend. Partly we hid it because he 
was relieved to finally be treated as he 
had always 
imagined 


@@ lle was a guy with breasts 


how simple acceptance could be if they 
weren't looking to hate. The most amaz- 
ing part is that, in my experience, most 
transgender individuals are thrilled to 
inhabit traditional gender roles. They 
want to participate in, not necessarily 
rail against, society’s complex web of 
gender expectations. That’s not to say 
that they agree with girls wearing pink 
and guys wearing blue, it’s just to point 
out that transgender individuals are not 
through the fact of their existence ad- 
vocating for the change opponents fear 
so much. 

I broke up with Tom after nine months 
(though it had obviously been longer 
unofficially). I was tired. Our relation- 
ship was disproportionately focused 
on the minutiae of his life. It was time. 
I was scared, though, that he wouldn't 
be able to make it without me. | really 
didn’t know what would happen when I 
told him it was over. Actually, what hap- 
pened was that I cried hysterically and 
he comforted me. He told me he would 
be okay. And he was. As far as I know, 
he still is. 

Since Tom I’ve had other heterosexual 
relationships with “traditional” guys. At 
this point I don’t think I’m gay or straight. 
I date people. I wish this story were about 
Hopkins so I could tell you about the trans 
presence here, but it happened some- 
where else. | 


he should ee 
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we hid it be- . did 6 : and if I dol 
cause it was It didnt change anything, done know 
too much it 


too soon. We were just excited to be to- 
gether and we weren’t ready to let the 
world in. 

Everything we did felt totally natu- 
ral, and when I look back I am proud 
of how open I was. We had sex. We 
incorporated all of his girl parts, but 
I didn’t see them. They didn’t detract 
from my conception of him as male. He 
was a guy with breasts and menstrual 
cramps and it didn’t change anything. I 
had even known him before. I can’t be- 
lieve how easy it was to accept him. I 
feel so sad when I hear people say hate- 
ful things about gender fluid or trans- 
gender individuals because I -know 


The thing I really want to get across 
is that individuals who move between 
or inhabit multiple genders do not have 
to be threatening to those of us who 
identify with our biological gender. 
They don’t change who we are and as 
a matter of fact they don’t change who 
they are either. Tom was a guy the whole ~ 
time he was pretending to be a girl in 
an attempt to conform, and his transi- 
tion was just a process of becoming who 
he had always been. I’m so grateful that 
I was able to be there for him when he 
needed someone and that he has a hap- 
pier life because of our time together. 
He was a great boyfriend. 


TheUndergrouttd se 
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Why nothing will ever replace what the library means to me 


realize that the Brody Learning 
Commons (BLC) is kind of a good 


idea. People at Hopkins like to study. 
So we obviously need more room 


to do it. The BLC even looks like it 


could be interesting. Sometimes when I 
walk to the library, I notice the numerous 
amounts of windows that keep appearing 
due to the construction. One would think 
that the added sunshine would make it a 


happier place than the library. But I’m not 
so sure. 

On the first day of school, my suitemate 
and I went to the library. We wanted to 
start studying so we could make sure that 
we were going to start off college right. For 
that entire first semester, my entire suite 
would go to the library and act like typi- 
cal Hopkins students. We would start off 
reading our chemistry textbooks and then 


Quit mocking those of us who are a 
part of the Arts & Crafts community 


‘m an arts and crafts kid. For the 

most part, Hopkins has been pretty 

good to me, even though I’m not the 

stereotypical pre-med or engineer. 

But every once in a while, you meet 
one of those kids who could ruin your col- 
lege experience if you let them. 

You know the type. Or if you don’t, you 
probably are the type and just don’t real- 
ize it. 

They’re the ones who tell you your tests 
don’t matter, because you're not premed. 
The ones who scoff when you talk about 
LSATs or GREs because those will never 
be as hard as the MCATs. The ones who 
sneer and ask “what are you going to do 
with that major?” 

I used to let these things work me into 
a rage,or to challenge these self-righteous 
people to explain the security dilemma 
and its implications in a nuclear world, or 
the significance of the green light on the 
dock in The Great Gatsby (just kidding, 

that’s not a challenge for anyone who 
graduated high school). 5 

And I always used to wonder about those 
kids: What the hell is their problem? Why do 
they think they’re so much better than ev- 


eryone else? 

Then it hit me. They don’t think 
they’re better than everyone else. 
They’re such a**holes because they are 
deeply, perhaps even subconsciously, 
afraid that they’re not as good as any- 
one else. Even though they got in here, 
to one of the best schools in the coun- 
try, and even though sometimes it seems 
like the-whole school is geared towards 
them and their success, and like the hu- 
manities and the social science students 
are the outsiders, they feel like they 
don’t belong. And it makes me kind of 
sad for them. Not sad enough to refrain 
from calling them assholes sometimes, 
but enough to make me realize I’m in- 
credibly lucky. Because I know I’m good 
enough for this school. 

On a grander school, I know that what 
I do has value. Sure, medical and engi- 
neering advances allow us to live longer, 
healthier lives, and I value and appreciate 
that. But the social sciences are what en- 
able us to live as a society, elevated at least 
a few crucial steps above anarchy. And the 
arts are what make our lives worth living 
at all. 
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end up on Facebook stalking the people 
sitting at the table next to us. 

Those are usual study habits that can be 
repeated anywhere, yes. But there’s some- 
thing about the A Level environment that 
makes it unique to any other place I’ve 
studied on campus. I never used to study 
with music on because it was distracting. 
The level of noise on A level made it neces- 
sary for me to not only get a Pandora, but 
to fall in love with my iTunes. Studying 
now wasn’t only about doing work, but 
doing work with Florence & the Machine 
to encourage me. 

People always complain that they can 
never find a seat in the library, but I con- 


| sider that to be a challenge. There’s noth- 


ing that I like to do better than arrive at 


| the library and spend 20 minutes find- 


ing a seat: I get that it’s annoying to walk 
around for that long, especially with a 
heavy backpack. But a search for a table 
is not mindless walking up and down the 


All | want and 
free food, ts 


very Friday morning, I wake 
up just a little bit later because | 
know that I don’t need to make 
myself breakfast. Once I force 
myself to get out of bed and 
make it outside, I take a necessary detour 
on the way to class. Every week, I stop by 


. the Christian group at the Breezeway for 


their muffins and their apple juice. Some- 
times they give me flyers that I've never 
read telling me about their events. 

The first time I took free food from 
a religious group was the second day of 
orientation. People passed out flyers entic- 
ing me with free ice cream, so I found the 
Interfaith Center and ended up talking to 


stairs for me. It’s the part where I get to 
walking through the entire library and 
seeing everyone who I would ever want to 
see that really does it for me. Sometimes 
before, during or after studying you re- 
ally need a break. That’s why it’s so great 
to have so many people there to hang out 
with while studying. 

I started to feel this way during the 
first finals period of my freshman year. I 
sat with a bunch of people from my stu- 
dent group who I didn’t know very well. 
It was great, because at least one of us was 
always in the library to hold down the 
table. After that stressful two weeks, I felt 
so close to those people because we had 
endured the noise and stress of A Level. 

I’m not saying that the BLC won't be a 
great place to study. I’m just worried that 
next year; when I need a study break, I 
won't know where to find all of my people. 
The BLC will actually force me to sit down 
and get my work done, and that scares me. 


need in life ts 
that wrong? 


two people about what churches they go 
to in the area. I don’t think I ended up 
mentioning that I was Jewish. 

I honestly don’t even know what the 
name of the group is that gives out food 
on the Breezeway. I usually grab my food 
as fast as I can and keep walking. I tell 
myself that this is because I’m always 
late for class, but it’s really because I feel 
guilty for taking the food. I probably will 
never go to their events or end up having 
a deep conversation about religion with 
them. 

What's even worse is that I’m sad that 
they probably aren't going to have Kosher 
for Passover food this Friday. 
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Feel tree to ask questions about my sexuality but think first 


hen I was a freshman 

at Hopkins, I was really 

nervous. I was nervous 

about being away from 

home, nervous about 
doing okay academically at such a presti- 
gious institution, nervous about adjusting 
to dorm life and most importantly, I was 
nervous about making friends. While ev- 
eryone struggles with these things, I like 
to think that the culture shock of being 
in a new place and the process of mak- 
ing friends was a bit harder for me than 
it was for the average freshman because 
I’m a guy who is attracted to other guys. 
There were many times when I felt re- 
ally uncomfortable dealing with people 
who weren’t used to gay people. In a per- 
fect world, no one would have to feel un- 
comfortable about being “different,” but I 
guess that’s life. 

I’m not saying that I’ve ever expe- 
rienced outright homophobia at this 
school. At this point, I wouldn’t even call 
my experience being gay a civil rights 
movement style fight again discrimi- 
nation. My experiences at Hopkins are 
more about awkwardness, cultural dis- 
connect with my peers and some very 
intelligent Hopkins engineers and pre- 
meds who have no idea about what it’s 
like to be gay. 

Although this is probably somewhat 
unusual, being gay was actually not that 
hard for me in high school. I’m from Mas- 
sachusetts, arguably the most progressive 
state in the country. I came out when I was 
a freshman in high school, and people 
rarely gave me trouble for being gay. My 
parents were supportive, but there wasn’t 
really any reason why I would need extra 
support. 

So because of all of this, it was a real 
culture shock for me when I got to college 
and my roommate had never met a gay 
person before. And the first set of friends 


+ 


I made in my dorm had never really had 
gay friends before me either. 

So in addition to learning how to 
clean up your room and do your laun- 
dry, college life also meant that my 
dorm-mates had to learn to stop saying 
“that’s so gay” all the time. As much as 
I appreciated their efforts, the fact that 
it was an issue made it harder for me to 
adjust to college life. 

Furthermore, it was awkward because I 
didn’t know when to tell people I was gay. 
Even two or three months into the school 
year, many of the people I knew had no 
idea. A few even used the word faggot 
pretty loosely in my presence. I think the 
problem is that a lot of people just assume 
everyone is straight. Even in my Chinese 
class, I’m not sure what to say. whenever 
the teacher goes around asking the boys a 
question about girlfriends and the girls a 
question about boyfriends (all in Chinese 
of course). 

Once people did know, they often 
asked me a lot of awkward questions. This 
was hard, since it’s nice to have friends 
who you don’t need to constantly explain 
things to. For example, while my room- 
mate quickly identified and befriended 
the other Asians on our floor, it took lon- 
ger for me to find people that I felt com- 
fortable with. I don’t see a better way to 
proceed than to list some of the things 
people have asked me during my time at 
Hopkins: 


e Is gaydar a real thing? Do you have 
it? 


¢ When did you turn gay? 


e¢ What's the difference between a 
drag queen and a transsexual? 


¢ How many lesbians are there at 
Hopkins? 
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ommis 
gay? 


¢ Do you know 
? He’s gay. 


e¢ So what did you do this week- 
wait like, a regular bar? 


* So does it feel good, or just feel 
like you are pooping over and over 
again? 


e Aren't you used to seeing promis- 
cuous people because you go to 
gay bars? 

e If gay people are discriminated 

against, why 

would they 


afraid to talk candidly about all of those 
categories mentioned in anti-discrimina- 
tion statements. 

However, I did meet a lot of people who 
I felt more comfortable with. DSAGA (the 
JHU “Diverse Sexuality and Gender Alli- 
ance”) was a great resource for me and has’ 
been growing a lot over the last couple of 
years. I also got to Hopkins before “born 
this way-ism” swept the nation, before Ty- 
ler Clementi’s suicide got people talking. 

So to everyone who have made it this 
far reading, I thank you so much for your 
interest. And to the LGBT readers, I hope 
that I did justice to what its like to be queer 
at Hopkins. And for everyone, please 
think hard about how everyone's sexual- 
ity and how people express their gender 
should and shouldn't affect how you inter- 

act with the world. 


ever be mean 
to other peo- 
ple? 


e You know it’s 


every _girl’s 
dream to have 
a gay best 


friend right? 


I don’t want to 
imply here that ques- 
tions are a bad thing. 
It’s important that people who don’t un- 
derstand something should feel comfort- 
able asking politely. I felt like an idiot dur- 
ing my first week of freshman year, when 
I asked someone if she was from North 
Korea or South Korea, but I was grateful 


' . that she didn’t seem to judge me and ex- 


plained that North Korea was, well, really 
poor and they would shoot you if you try 
to leave. While it’s great that political cor- 
rectness makes intolerance socially un- 
acceptable, I worry that it makes people 


Please think hard about 
how everyone’s sexuality 
and how people express 
their gender should and 
shouldn't affect how you 
interact with the world. 
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It can be lead to 
an awkward set 
of choices, but it is 
never good when 
people, as some do 
at ‘Hopkins, seem 
to take for grant- 
ed not having to 
think about all of 
this. For example, 
I urge everyone 
reading this to 
have an_ opinion 
about ways people 
are trying to tackle these things, especial- 
ly right here at Hopkins. What are your 
thoughts about the Hopkins OUTList? For 
those of you who don’t know the Hopkins 
OUTList is a website (type “JHU OUT- 
List” into Google) launched by Hopkins 
where students, faculty and staff from ev- 
ery division of the university can list their 
name and position at Hopkins, declaring 
that they’re “out.” 

And most of all, please don’t be afraid 
to ask questions. 


ThesUndergroutid -—= as ee 
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A senior addresses the people he/she has encountered at Hopkins 


To the lady at the registrar who makes a lot of small talk: I’m kind of 
stressed out by having to add a class at the last second. Can we just do this? 


To the lady at the registrar who never even says hello: Your efficiency is admirable, 
but you’ve made it pretty clear that a kitten dies every time | have a financial hold. 


To whoever put the coffee machine 
in the basement of Shaffer: You are 
what this University is all about. You 
have insight and the will to get stuff 
done. You also proved to me that 
Butterfinger is a valid latte flavor. 


To the library employee who wears sneakers and is always 
everywhere: You deserve to be shouted out. Your dedication 
to the library is really touching. I’ve definitely resented you 
for telling me to be quiet on C-Level or for taking my Nerds 
Rope, but that wasn’t fair. You run around fixing the copiers 
really late at night. Like really late. And you can direct me to 
any locker or book. Sometimes I’m reluctant to talk to you 
because I know you will give me A LOT of information, but 
it’s really comforting to know that you’re there. So thanks. 
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To my fellow undergraduates: 
Chin up. It’s not so bad here. Ac- 
tually it’s a really great place to 
be. Sure, I love to complain as 
much as the next guy, but don’t 
get sucked in to all that nega- 
tivity. Going to school here is a 
pretty sweet deal. 


To the tenured professor who really 
doesn’t give a crap: You’re great. Other 
students complain about you on the evalua- 
tions, but they’re idiots (which you already 
know because you’re jaded). Please mutter 
some more about low-level University ad- 
ministrators who are drunk on their small 
power. Seriously, don’t let it rest. 


To the person in the library elevator with me: You're a real a--hole. Why 
didn’t you even try to hold the door? Where is the coming-up-from-D-Level 
camaraderie? You saw me waiting. Now this ride is awkward. Fabulous. 


And to the person who 
sleeps on the leather 
couches in Gilman in the 


middle of the day wearing 
an eye mask: Bravo, Sir. 


To the overly aggressive club member flyering on the breezeway: Rein it in. 
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How I Jost my 
virginity on 
my own terms 


And how it still feels 
like I have to lie about it 


Ilost my virginity my freshman year of 
college. 

It wasn’t to a boyfriend or a guy | 
had been casually hooking up with for 
a while. It was a one night stand with a 


about it. That’s not the second rule either. 
It’s not even really a hard and fast rule. We 
need more people to come. Mainly you're 
just encouraged not to talk about it to any- 
one who might get the administration in- 


t’s not allowed. Apparently some 
kids got hurt a while ago, so now 
it’s against the rules. But it happens 


any way. I won’t say where. 
The first rule isn’t not to talk 


volved. 


The first rule is not to f**k any of your 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


sparring partners up too 
badly. 

The second rule, | 
guess, if we really want 
to list rules, is to be 
willing to teach each 
other. Sparring goes on 
for a while, and then 
we break, go back over 
what just happened, 
figure out how it could 
have turned out differ- 
ently. We learn. 

It’s a pretty positive 
experience. Or at the 
least, the one I go to, the 
guys I work with, it’s a 
pretty positive experi- 
ence. I know for a fact 
we're not the only one. I 
tried another last sum- 
mer. It wasn’t really my 
style, but they were all 
good people too. 

Sometimes (a lot of 
times) we walk away 


with a couple of bruises, some scrapes on 
our bare knuckles. But we always walk 
away without any real problem. 

If you're interested, ask around — 
subtly. Sooner or later (and hone 
probably sooner,) you'll find 
to us. 

You're always welcome. 


stly, 
your way 


senior I had been into since my first week 
on campus. 

I didn’t tell him I was a virgin, but I did 
tell him that I was coming over one night. 
I think we both knew it was going to hap- 
pen. 

Afterwards, I was relieved. I told my 
friends at home that we had been dating 
but that wasn’t true. He had a girlfriend 
but it wasn’t me. 

I don’t regret how it happened because 
it was good for me. I actually had an or- 
gasm, which wasn’t true for a lot of my 


| friends. But it still sucks because most 


people don’t accept that a girl can be al- 
right with one night stands in general — 
let alone for the first time. 

I think that initial lie was the start of a 
long-winded fictional tale about my sex- 
ual past. 

My current boyfriend thinks he’s num- 
ber three and that I lost “it” in high school 
to my long-term boyfriend. Of course 
that’s not true, but it makes him feel more 
comfortable. It makes everyone a lot more 
comfortable when I tell them I lost my vir- 
ginity to someone special. 

But the truth is that I never even kissed 
him until that night. 


The:Underground.——2 > eee 
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Hopkins is without a doubt one of the most prestigious universities in the 
world. We have awesome programs that include science, engineering and even 
Writing Seminars. But with that prestige comes the work that must be put in to 
achieve that success. We cannot be expected to learn from our professors with- 
out putting in the time and effort to really become immersed in the subject and 
understand what we are being taught. 

As a result, no matter what time of year it is there is always one topic of 
discussion that will emerge in every social group: complaint sessions. 

“Ughhhh, I haven’t studied for this test neeearly enough! I am so screwed!” 

“Can you believe I have three midterms and a paper due this week?!” 

iy Hate, Schools 

It’s natural, it’s common and [ll admit it is totally understandabie..As 18 to 
22 year-old adults surrounded by our best friends, we would much rather be out 
on the Beach tossing a football around or at CVP enjoying a drink weekends and 
weekdays. But instead, we are cramming into the library every night like herded 
sheep, driven by the omnipresent shepherd named “GPA.” 

But Ll like: to think: eabotit it differently. 

What’s the point about getting all worked up over grades anyways? I think work- 
ing hard and striving to do well in school is-absolutely important. And stress 
is a good way to tell yourself when you need to stop watching that TV show on 
the computer and start reading your textbook. 

But there is a point where the stress of doing well can become overwhelming. 
When that happens, I think it is vitally important to stop and think about what 
all that stress-is actually doing, 

Pressure from parents, competition with peers,and a personal drive to succeed 
can make a determined person go crazy when things aren’t going right. But it’s 
important to realize that no matter how anxious you get, your current situation 
is not going to change. That test is not getting farther away, those vocabulary 
words are not getting any easier to understand, and whatever else is making you 
break a sweat is probably not going to change just because, well, you’re sweating. 

Instead, when those situations arise we should know that we aren’t in an ideal 
situation, learn from it, and then move on.Easier said than done, I know: But 
what’s the harm in trying? . 

So while it’s common, and even expected, for us Hopkins students to start 
freaking out over school, I think our time would be better spent letting the 
pressure just run right past us instead of constantly trying to run with it. 


ae Getting worked “Up over grades 
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30 things | would like to tell the guys I’ve slept with 


1. If you have to ask me if I came, the answer is no. 14. Porn is not real life. 
2. When I say I don’t have a condom, I’m 15. Do not try to put that somewhere I don’t want 
lying. I just decided to not have sex with it. Ask first. 
you. 16. Harder. 

3. Check your sex playlist. Do you really want to be the 17. Faster. 


Lachlan? 
guy I associate with Sarah McLachlan wiiSaLofted bedecanihe perfect 


= for certain positions that 
stimulate the mythical G-spot. I 
_ tend to appreciate that. 


4. If you don’t make any noise, I will get 
uncomfortable. 


5. I don’t have an exam the next day. I 


just hate sleeping over. 19. Dorm shower sex 


sucks. Stop trying to make 


6. lam probably not interested in your ; 
strict work-out regimen/ diet. SAYS. 
Probably not. — 
7. My roommate doesn’t have an exam 20. Sex in the Building A laundry room was 
the next day. I just don’t want you a good idea. 
sleeping over. 
8. L actually am sorry that I said the 21. Do not write about having sex with 
EOD Ae me on JHU Confessions. Oh, wait. We 
9. Don’t order the garlic fries at Brewers | don’t have that anymore. 
Art if you're expecting to get some. 22. No, I have not see that version of 
Pirates. 
10. I've faked it before. It may have 23. Don’t push my head toward your 
been with you. crotch. If 1 want to go there, I’ll go 


there. 


11. You aren’t the best I’ve ever had. He 

doesn’t go to this school. 24. Of Sa I want a glass of wine. And 
t too, 1 

IZA L peePecl that you have an orgo test, then please Pep Os) Ole evn, 


respect when my 15-page paper is due. Your hand is 25. If I'm at Maxie’s, don’t assume I’m a freshmatl. 
your friend, too. 


13. I'll tell you my number (of partners) but 26. Wash your sheets every once ina while. If I can rec- 
I’m probably lying. ognize an old cum stain, it’s time to do the laundry. 
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al Hopkins (No, that does not mean there's 50 of you) 


27. If I tell you I’m not wearing underwear, it’s a sure 
thing. 
28. Clean your bathroom. I don’t care if room 
inspection is next week. I don’t want to get an 
STD from your toilet. 


29. No, I will not go to your formal with 
you. 


30. Yes, I did sleep with your roommate. 


31. You can spank me. If I don’t like it, I’ll tell you. 


32. Dorm beds are small. Acknowledge 
that. 


33. I’m into threesome. Just not with you 
and your frat bro. 


34. Yes, those handcuffs are for what you 
think they are. 


35. If we’re doing it doggie-style, don’t expect me to 


not check my email on my iPhone. You can do that too. 


36. Dirty talk does not involve specific anatomical 
names. Get a little more creative. 


37. Your tongue is not a weapon. 


38. Get your condoms from HellWell. Or 
your RA. But please don’t make me buy 
them at UniMuini. 


39. If I give you a blow job, then 
you better go down on me. End of 


story. 
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40. General pet is much appreciated. That involves 
cleaning your balls. Especially if you ask me to put 
them in my mouth. 


41. Fingering someone is not like digging 
for gold. 


42. Erogenous zones are important. Look 
them up. 


43. We can talk and have sex. That can be fn. 


44.1 don’t want you to text me a picture 
of your penis. It does not make me wet. 


45. 1 am serious about the D-level challenge. 


46. Do not expect me to own up to things we’ve done 
during “Never Have I Ever.” A girl’s gotta have some 
secrets. 


47. You should know that some girls find 
hand-holding to be indicative of something 
more than sex. 


48. Take your socks off. 


49. Don’t expect 
everything another girl 
tells you to be true of all 
girls. That’s what'll get 
you into trouble in the 
first place. Seriously. If 
you think all girls are like 
this, don’t. 


50. Yeah, baby. Just like 


— 
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EXPOSED - THE EDDIE'S MARKET VIEWPOINT 


SMOKIN’ JAYS — What comes into your mind? For many in the JHU community the answer is Eddie’s Market on St. Paul Street. 


Our relationship with Hopkins is the heartbeat of our existence. When the calendar turns to August we at Eddie’s Market feel the = 
pulse build in our store. The long summer break is finally coming to an end and we spruce up and look forward to the rush of the 
incoming students, freshmen with their families trying to get them settled, and the upper class students returning. 


In our 50 years serving the Homewood community both Eddie’s and JHU have changed and grown. When we first opened our 
doors in 1962, the student body was all male. NY Mayor Michael Bloomberg was an undergrad at the time. JFK was president 
and the Orioles were lousy before they were great and then lousy again. The Baltimore Colts were lead by Johnny Unitas and 
played just a few blocks away.— across from what is now the Eastern Campus on 33rd Street. 

Hopkins Lacrosse was already a tradition of winning excellence but the NCAA tournament was nine years away from being born. 


We at Eddie’s are dedicated to serving the JHU community. We were the first merchants to accept JCash as payment. We were 
among the first to offer a student discount with the Alumni Discount card. Our owner, Jerry Gordon, is an original member of \a . 


the Hopkins Hundred Club — the booster club for JHU Lacrosse. 


Eddie’s is the place many students come to for coffee and bagels in the morning before exams. At lunchtime our counter is filled 
with students, faculty and administration folks looking for a great sandwich. Our fabulous Smokin’ Jays is well known by all. 
We have made delicious crab cakes affordable. In the afternoons and evenings our aisles are filled with students and neighbors 
getting their daily fresh produce and fixings for dinner and the next day's breakfast. When the weather is nice, the tables in 


front are filled with students enjoying our food. 


We pride ourselves on carrying a variety of fresh breads and top brands of locally roasted coffee. We brew a great cup of coffee 
and offer a free 12 oz. cup with any breakfast sandwich. 


Eddie’s Market and JHU — to us at Eddie’s we are one and the same. Thank you for your continuing support. 
Hopkins students are family to us. Go Jays! Let’s win it all this year in lacrosse. 
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The Cheesecake Factory: Dinnertime and culinary revelations 


We (a certain number of people who know each other) went out to an outing to the Inner 
Harbor (one of the most visitor-populated places in Baltimore) one night. For dinner, we went 


to the Cheesecake Factory. 


The day before, we had a conversation that one of us, Bob, had a severe walnut allergy and 
we should avoid places with walnuts. Jokingly, someone said, "That's not too hard, is it?" 

Tired from our visit, we sat down and ordered an array of delicious dishes. We were so full 
from the huge servings that we couldn't eat anymore. Instead of ordering a cheesecake each, 


we decided to split one. 


Mimi knew the Cheesecake Factory best, and 


apple pie cheesecake. 
Yummy, very. 


proceeded to order a thick, yummy slice of 


All of a sudden, Bob looked concerned. He turned to us and asked, "Are there walnuts in the 


cheesecake?" 


We didn't see any. Still concerned, we asked the waiter. 


His reply was classic, "All cheesecakes in the world have nuts!" Nevertheless, he apologized | 
several times about not informing us prior to that. 


Wow — all cheesecakes in the world have nuts. That's probably why we're going nuts... 
a gS a <Se CaR eer esa gee aro ere er ede ee eee 


Unexpectedly, people have a lot of feelings about Ajumma 


Think before you eat 


There's a Korean eatery on St Paul's street. It's always 
packed. People of all races like to visit that place. It's called 
Ajumma's (that means "older aunt" in Korean). 

| never get people who eat there on a regular basis. 

The food is heavily overpriced and overly seasoned. And 
although you get a lady who smiles happily all the time (she' 
the owner), her workers seem to be overworked. 

Hopkins students, pay attention next time you go there, 
and |’'m not saying that you shouldn't. But be aware of the 
shops you eat in. 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


4. 


A fan speaks out 


Having Ajumma in Charles Village is really a game changer for me. | 
don't think that there are a lot of restaurants in the area that are fre- 
quented predominantly by students, but still fee! like normal estab- 
lishments. When | walk into Chipotle | usually feel like the entire FFC 
just picked up and relocated while | wasn’t watching, but Ajumma 
just feels like a restaurant. Besides, you can’t beat the friendly owner 
and delicious food. It's a little pricey, but definitely has comparably 
priced competition in the immediate area. | usually end up spending 
the amount at Carma’s or Freshii that | Spend at Ajumma. And the 
bottom line is that the food is better. And if you don’t agree, | hope 


we Sed at least acknowledge that it’s better than Orient Express will 
ever be. 
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| have to admit, I am kind of a creeper 


$ my mind was drifting in class the other day, I came to an important realization 
about myself. - a Je 


know you're stressing about the job hunt (and dude, me too.) And I think it really 
u suspect your boyfriend is drifting away. And random guy, you should probably 
ng at pictures of women in lingerie. I realize it doesn't really count as porn, but seri- 


respect for people’s privacy (a question also raised by The Social Network). Second, do we, as intel- 
ligent Hopkins students, really expect these activities in class to be private? Or do we just not care? 


Are professors in office hours or out hiding? 


do 


_another office. So, 
clined so my ear 
Again, nothing. So, [stood 
ae iting for my advis 
“Oh, he’s giv g 
for my advisor. I'm g 
the time when I’m supp 

e any time to talk tome 


toyoua 


hould respond, 
ay it. Professors 


The Underground 


April 12, 2012 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 
an 


The dynamics of brotherhood and autism 


When I reflect on how I got here and consider what 
awaits me at home, I always come across one of the biggest 
challenges in my life growing up and one that will stay with 
me well into the future. Based on some recent statistics that 
have been published by the CDC, I know that there are plen- 
ty of others in this country who will struggle as siblings, 
parents and friends. 

Autism has been making the rounds in the news lately, 
or at least it’s been popping up on my procrastination radar. 
For those of you who haven't taken any sort of psychology 
course and lack a clear idea in your mind as to what it is, au- 
tism is an inability to perceive the presence of other minds. 

In other words, they cannot get a sense of what you are 
thinking and base their actions accordingly, with lack of 
communication or facial expressions in early childhood be- 
ing a major indicator of autism. 

Their social impairments are quite dramatic, plus autistic 
individuals also face steep challenges in their learning abil- 
ity and general speech faculties. Through the use of writing 
or large keyboards in younger children, autistic individuals 
seem to be better able to communicate in “writing” rather 
than verbally. 

My brother is a high-functioning autistic: he has a decent 
ability to communicate verbally — usually in incomplete 
sentences — and can function independently for some me- 
nial tasks or routine errands. He has worked in a retail set- 
ting, yet that job was mostly in the background as a stocker 
who lifted and unpacked boxes. 

When he was younger he had behavioral issues and his 
learning deficits back then required him to attend a spe- 
cial-needs program run by multiple school districts in our 
county. 

Despite these challenges he has managed to finish his 
secondary education at the same high school I attended and 
is currently working towards a computer-aided design cer- 
tificate at a community college. 

My parents are optimistic that my brother can someday 
live independently with meaningful work to support him- 
self, but language challenges still continue to plague him. 

When I think about the challenges my brother faces, I 
cannot help but wonder whether I too share in any of his 
issues. I’m not an exceptionally verbose person, I consider 
myself difficult to express and I skipped both junior and se- 
nior prom. 

Of course, these are poor parallels as my brother will go 
on and on about the most random things you probably did 
not wish to hear and he attended both proms in high school. 

We both also seem to tell people a whole lot by the faces 
we make, although we probably do that differently in re- 
sponse to different stimuli. I’m not sure how similar they 
ate and how well his expressions correlate to anything, but 
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one early sign of autism is an inability to make facial expres- 
sions. 

Research has also shown that parts of the brain that aren't 
well-activated in individuals with autism also show slightly 
less activation in siblings of autistic individuals compared to 
those not affected at all by autism. 

Then again, it’s not like I personally have gotten my head 
scanned alongside my brothers and gotten that compared to 
normal people. 

I can see for myself, where I am going and where I have 
been, that I should not let this thought overhang in my head 
as I ponder my past, present and future. 

There’s also a larger dynamic to my brother’s autism: how 
it has impacted the dynamics of our brotherhood. Some- 
times we would fight as any young pair of brothers would 
when we were little, giving our parents quite the headache 
on long road trips. 

In our present years we have both matured and get along 
like adults more or less. We respond favorably to any requests 
we have of each other, not to mention he is more than happy 
to pick me up from the train station or lend me his car so I can 
meet my high school friends. 

Yet his impairments meant that he could not be the older 
brother that some of my other friends had or what can be 
found portrayed in movies and shows. 

He would try to assert himself in our.infrequent ar- 
gument and demand the privileges of being an older 
brother, but he also lacked the ability to fulfill that role in 
other respects. At times he would try to impart some bit 
of “wisdom” upon me from his experiences, yet it either 
comes out verbally mangled or bears no applicability to 
my life. 

There was not much of a tearful, much less emotional, 
goodbye when I first set off for Hopkins at the start of my 
freshman year. There weren’t any phone calls or conversa- 
tions in general until Thanksgiving, and even then we had 
little to discuss. 

Whenever we do talk he would bring up one person or 
another whom I allegedly know by virtue of having been in 
the same high school class, yet | always remind him that I do 
not know that person at all. 

Once I tried to chat with him on an instant messenger 
because he had already been signed on, yet that conversa- 
tion consisted of short responses on his end before it was his 
turn to terminate our conversation. 

Despite our lack of closeness in that regard, | know I can 
count on him for favors and someday he may very well need 
me for support in his life. 

Until that point comes, I know he’ll have my back in one 
respect: my brother has an eagerness to lend me his car 


: I ata 
moment's whim that few other older brothers share. 
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Things I should say more often eee 


os And some it’s really best | keep to myseli 


0 
ra 
we I want to like you, for his sake. But 
Bees somehow I can never get a sense of 
< ‘ your sincerity. 
i. 
e And maybe a few in between... : ss 
Cy, ty on g 
Yo,. Ye, ety 
“x ¢ a oO 
cg tae 28 
- me want you. Bad. Sox oe a E 
Our families are so similar, and sometimes rtugueses it makes 1 4 te ee 
so similarly f**ked up, that talking to you is When you speak Po Cy BE 
one of the easiest and most natural things ; & 
I've ever done. Thanks for your friendship. S cB 
: You don’t even go here! You are honestly the most worthless 35 
th g y ; 
‘Nk ; erson I have ever met, and I am deepl Pee: 
You, P u ply mT 
*€ nop ashamed of having wasted any of my £8 
Ure if y, , life on you. sa . 
© sey. ; ed a8 
seth Kip {still remember the poem you Se Saat o E 
"nog in class three years 480 Not the oe 1 Well 3 = 
; vay it made me feel. . fey ate 
the images and the way ; ae re Not usually my a8 
ak done. _Y Pe - wrong gender - b 
aship if Vou were: ut 
our entel: Te Interested Id 
1g patt dette Probably sa : 
rs P WwW ony t- I 7 °ay yes. Too bad 
se now RY you de Your lectures can make me feel ™ pretty sure you’ 
Cont PROS nA ‘ like my brain is poing to melt out Hot 
‘ink YOU oe my ears from all the information 
: I'm taking in. And if I could do 
another year of them, I would. 
When we met, we were ees I think you're hilarious and kind of 
pretty trashed. But I enjoyed , a genius. We should hang out more. 
our talk that night, and I : 
wish I saw you more often. 
T haven't even met them, but I hate your parents for the ways they’ve failed you. I see it in your insecurities, your poor 
choices, the way you let people walk all over you, and it makes me sick. But the way you cope, even thrive, inspires me. 
You're one of my heroes, and I love you. And when I say I love you, I’m not really sure anymore how exactly I mean it. 
The Underground 
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Hopkins culture makes it hard for a lesbian community to exist 


Why the gay social scene could improve on campus 


eing gay at Hopkins is a pain. This is not because of 

prejudice or insensitivity; | have never been the sub- 

ject of homophobia in any respect. However, I must 

say that I am generally viewed as a novelty in my 

group of heterosexual friends, and frequently the 
subject of inappropriately-timed penis jokes and much too detailed 
questions about my sex life. 

I should probably clarify: being a gay man at Hopkins is a pain, 
being a lesbian at Hopkins is nearly an impossibility. 

In my single days, | would creep around Maxie’s trying to make 
eye contact with anyone who had a short haircut and whose glance 
seemed to linger in my direction. I would stalk the Facebook profiles 
of freshmen (with my now girlfriend, funny how things turn out,) 
looking to see who might have indicated a “like” for Ellen DeGeneres, 
The L Word, maybe even (one of my personal favorites,) the lesbian 
sister act Tegan and Sara. 

Once, when I found out that a normal-seeming girl was gay, | liter- 
ally sent out a mass text to everyone that I knew was friendly with her 
to find out what her deal was. Taken. This was admittedly only one 
of a handful of elaborate schemes, none of which resulted in even the 
smallest amount of success. 

All of the gay boys that I know are on Grindr, and have the (dare I 
say) luxury, of using an iPhone app to meet up for random sex in the 
Quad. Now I know that there are a number of Grindr-esque alterna- 
tives for the “women-seeking-women” set, but they don’t quite have 
the popularity and reputation that I’m looking for in a random-sex 
helpline. 

They say that there’s the Hopkins 500, so, if society is approxi- 
mately 10 percent gay, I’m looking at (if you assume that half of all 
gay people are lesbian women,) about 24 other social lesbians to set 
my sights on. And, if you add in all of the bisexuals, pansexuals, and 


other bi-curious people, might I say that the number could rise up to, 


say, 40? Well, I can name 8. 

The gay community at Hopkins is in hiding. The gay community 
at Hopkins is barely even a community - I'd say that a “large circle of 
friends” is a more accurate term. I don’t know what the solution is, 
honestly I can’t even offer a suggestion which would have any basis 
in what I actually see going on around me. I wish that people would 
consider though, how much better things would be if everyone would 
put their real selves out there for others to see. 

Unrealistically, | would like to found a super-fun gay/lesbian house 
where us gay people on the prowl could go out and hook up with ran- 
dom people just like everyone else. I doubt that this pipe dream will 
ever come true, and | don’t really expect it to. 

1 will admit, and maybe I should have mentioned this earlier, I 
do have a girlfriend. We met in an unconventional way (a slap in 
the face to established Hopkins’s social structures,) but I love her 
more than I ever thought possible. I never forget how lucky I am 
that I managed to couple up at this crazy school, and 1am incredibly 
thankful every day. 

My girlfriend and I know though, that we will be breaking up after 
we graduate. I never had the typical collegiate dating experience that 
most people do, and I know that I won't be happy settling down until 
I feel like I have had the opportunity to live the typical “single life.” 
I had hoped that when I got to college I would be able to go out and 
meet new people and “experiment,” but instead I stood awkwardly at 
frat parties feeling badly about myself. I missed out on a part of the 
“college experience,” and I hope that one day I will be able to make 
up for that. 

What I really wish is that this school could open up, just a little 
bit, so that other people could find the same kind of happiness that 
I have - I wish that when the next bunch of budding lesbians in the 
class of 2016 steps onto campus in the fall, this school will be justa 
little gayer. 
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Where is the camaraderie, the initiative to do the right thing? 


woke up last Wednesday 

morning at 9:00am sharp, 

same as I always do. I grog- 

gily got myself out of bed 

and threw on some clothes 
that I had picked out the night be- 
fore, carefully watching the time 
to make sure that I got out no 
later than 9:42am. On Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, I run to 
Levering to get a cup of tea before 
class — no matter the temperature, 
there is a cup of hot tea in my hand 
about 75 percent of the day. 

About three hours later, af- 
ter two incredibly boring classes 
and my daily lunch of $17 dollars 
worth of Levering sushi (dining 
dollars aren't really money, right?) 
I made my way back upstairs to 
Pura Vida. I like to grab a nice 
cozy seat on one of the couches 


along the periphery of the room, - 


where I can plug in my computer 
charger without having to rear- 
range the furniture. 

The room was fairly crowded 
on this particular Wednesday, but 
I noticed that there was an empty 
couch on the left-hand side that 
seemed to meet my specifications. 
As I approached, I saw a couple of 
crumpled papers nearby and an 
Einstein's coffee cup in the front 
corner of the table, right at the 
spot where I was planning to rest 
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my feet. I did a quick scan to see if 
there were any other personal be- 
longings serving to “save the seat” 
— none. I sat down in front of the 
cup, supposing that someone had 
left it behind, pulled out my lap- 
top and commenced watching 
the previous Sunday’s episode of 
Army Wives while doing some 
readings for my next class. 

I sat in that spot for the next two 
hours, semi-conscious of what was 
going on around me, until all of a 
sudden it was 2:55pm: time to leave 
for class. I stuffed my laptop in my 
black Jansport backpack, shoved 
my headphones in the front pouch, 
hesitated for a second looking at 
the cup, got up and walked out the 
front door. 

Later that day I made my way 
back to Levering after a night class 
and a short dance rehearsal in the 
abandoned lobby of Hodson Hall 
to meet up with my girlfriend. 


We had had a fight earlier in the 


day and I was desperately trying 
to make things right — though I 
wasn’t sure how well it would go. 

After a particularly tense con- 
versation, we started laugh- 
ing again. A few minutes later, I 
looked to my right and saw that 
same Einstein’s coffee cup, still 
sitting there on the table, nearly 
eight hours later. 


I was shocked by this — flab- 
bergasted and flat-out ashamed 
that I had not done anything 
about this cup when I saw it ear- 
lier that afternoon. 

While I was floored by the ri- 
diculousness of 


of their family units. I would argue 
that student life at Hopkins oper- 
ates the same way. 

I have my group of about five 
best friends, and then I would 
say that my circle drops off sig- 


the situation, I 
was, as the same 
time, not at all 
surprised. I in- 
stantly thought 
of a recent in- 
cident in Fos- 
han, Guandong, 
China in which 
a two-year-old girl was run over 
by two different vehicles and was 
left lying on the street as eighteen 
people walked by. The tale of the 
coffee cup is not exactly the same, 
not even close to the same really, 
and yet I couldn't help making 
the connection. 

Civil society at Hopkins is lack- 
ing — there are, in my opinion, 
fewer thriving student groups than 
might be found at a comparable uni- 
versity, and camaraderie between 
students is forced, at best. Chinese 
people have a hard time feeling 
compassion for their fellow citizens 
and, as evidenced by the eventual 
death of the little girl, they are not 
usually quick to get involved in sit- 
uations that involve people outside 
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I was shocked by this — 
flabbergasted and flat-out 
ashamed that I had not 
done anything about this 
cup when I saw it earlier 
that afternoon. 


nificantly. If I 
sneeze — while 
sitting in the 
library, I will 
very rarely hear 
a random “god 
bless you.” If I 
trip while walk- 
ing up the stairs, 
more likely will 
someone snicker and walk by 
then extend a hand. 

I am used to this complacency 
— I don’t expect anything more. 
And yet, when I saw this cup, I re- 
alized that I am also part of the 
problem. I can complain all I want 
about how much I hate the stu- 
dent body at Hopkins, but Iam as 
much to blame as everyone else. 

I can’t say that I’m going to pick 
up every piece of litter I see from 
now until the day that I graduate, 
but I hope, at the very least, that 
the next time I see someone strug- 
gling to find a table on M level, 
instead of spreading out my be- 
longings to take up as much room 
as possible, I’ll actually make eye 
contact and offer him a seat. 
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I didn’t not have 
sex in Gilman Hall 


For some, the D-Level challenge just doesn’t cut it; 
it’s risky, it’s too quiet and it reeks of extreme focus. So 
why not have some fun in a place with a little bit nicer 
feng shui (and less cameras)? — 

_ After a nice dinner with a couple of IE at Niwana, 
we decided to go out and conquer Gilman auditorium. 


What started as a joke at first actually turned into some-- 
thing we went out of our way to pursue. We crept around : 
the corners and peered through doors—think George 


Clooney from Oceans Eleven with a little Steve Martin 


from Pink Panther. After realizing that mostly every door 


_ was locked—probably for the reason that professors re- 
ally don’t want students doing the deed in their offices— 
we determined that the auditorium may be the perfect 
_ Spot It’s dark secluded, and ihe mulbple. exits if a a auics 
_ escapeisneeded. 
The next part of the story is chile: shhhing, whispers, 
constant breaks to peer up at the doors and a quick get 
away. Though we pe been 2S ne) it was a es 
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A reconsideration of bisexuality 


_ Sophomore year I lived at Charles Commons, in one of the rooms © 
that faced 33rd street. It happened one weekday afternoon. I was laz- 
ing about inemy room, watching one of my favorite gender-bender 
Japanese drama — the kind where the main character is a girl but for 
some reason has to dress like a boy. All the boys around her start to 
like her, but since she’s a boy, they all think they might be gay. Any- 
way, I was watching one of those instead of doing homework and my 
roommate stopped by my door on her ee to = 

“Guess what?” she said. 

I paused my drama at the essential “Oh dear, I have to shower but 
I can’t because they will find out” scene, and plucked out an earbud. © 

“T hate penis!” 

I was aware that she liked both penis and vagina, but this was 
something new. 

_ “Okay,” I replied. A picture of a little grey headstone that said 

“R.LPenis” popped into my head. 

“Well” she said, and hitched her bag up on her back. “I m oe: 
to class now.” And she left. 

If you are now expecting me to begin. pontificating on a pro- | 
ceeding crisis, on a redefinition of our friendship, or a sudden 
bright and bubbly social revelation, I'm sorry to say that none of 

that happened. The only change for me occurred as a mental era- 
sure of a little checked box titled “Bisexual” and a check in an- 


other called “Lesbian,” alongside the all the others, like the one - 
- that says “Likes puppies,” or “Cooks tasty things.” 


What happened next was I turned back to my show and senhel 
it to its predictable end. They find out he is a she, and instead of be- 
ing pissed off at this odd bit of trickery, they become ecstatic that 
they are not, in fact, gay. It is difficult for me to determine what the 
subliminal message about homosexuality is in this. type of show 


because they don’t s seem to mind cross-dressing, yet when a male 


one 


rs that he is in love 1 the ‘male’ character, the 
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Finding something meaningful in a kiss 


‘m dancing in the inferno that 
many call the Pike basement 
when a shirtless guy starts grind- 
ing with me. In a blur of sweaty 
bodies, I find myself leaning 
against the grimy wall. Somehow, shirt- 
less guy’s face comes closer and closer 
to mine until our lips are touching. Sec- 
onds later, I pull away, grab my friend 
and get out of the frat as fast as possible. 
That was my first kiss. The first time I 
had a drink. And my second weekend 
at Hopkins. 
I knew when I got to college that being 
a “lip virgin” was pretty embarrassing. 
In high school, there was nothing I could 
do about it. I never had those friends in 
middle school that played Spin the Bottle 
and I certainly wasn’t cool enough in high 
school to have been invited to real par- 
ties. As for the relationship department, 
the only time a guy ever “liked” me was 
my freshman year in high school, when I 
was too immature to know how to deal 
with that. I only had one crush in high 
school, but then my best friend liked the 
same guy. Of course. 
In my ideal world, I would meet a 
boy during orientation or in one of my 
classes. We would go out to dinner and 


then eventually have that normal, an- — 


ticipated first kiss. It’s been over a year 
since that Pike basement and | still 


haven’t kissed anyone who I actually 


wanted to kiss or was even remotely at- 


- tracted to. In fact, there have been four 
other guys who I’ve locked lips with _ 


since then, and I cannot even come 


_ close to remembering their names. 


After my first kiss, | was a mess. Not 


only did I emerge from the party with 
Pike foot, but I felt like I had lost all of 


my innocence. I even considered call- 


ing one of my very conservative friends 
from home to tell her how I had lost nty 
morality and ask her what I should do. 
In high school, I would have judged 
anyone who even drank or who had 
sex and here I was, going to frats every 
weekend. 

I already knew that my lack of boy 
experience wasn’t normal, but I had 
never expected my first kiss to be like 
that. I eventually got over it and con- 

‘tinued to follow the same pattern I'd 
had in high school, where I barely no- 
ticed any of the guys surrounding me. 
And then, right before second semester 
started, | went clubbing. 

I danced with a pretty cute guy for 
about an hour, and he seemed pretty 
into it, although he did reference how 
cool my friends were for dancing on a 
pole. Eventually, we started making out. 
And then he left me to go dance with one 
of my pole-dancing friends. 1 wasn’t sur- 
prised. After all, I never had the time to 
practice making out with a real person, 
so obviously I was terrible at it. And then 
somehow I ended up upstairs making 
out with another guy. After I got back, I 


figured out that the only fun part of that — 


night was the getting drunk part, which 
was slightly upsetting. After all, if 1 was 
going to go to the extreme of making out 
with two guys in one night, shouldn't I 
have enjoyed it even a little bit? 
Things got worse. The next week, 


my friends became obsessed with set- 
ting me up with some guy at a frat. I 


don’t know why I went along with it. 
Of course, the one guy they found for 
me was nerdy and couldn't dance. I felt 
bad at first, because if I were a guy, I 
would definitely be the awkward one 
who couldn't dance. But this guy was 
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super weird. He kept asking my friend 
why I was being so “mean” to him (I 
just wasn’t very chatty) and then some- 
how convinced me to kiss him. A few 
weeks later, my friend convinced me to 
go out with her, but we didn’t feel like 
drinking that night. When I ended up 
making out with some guy while sober 
just because he wanted to, I knew that I 
definitely had a problem. 

It’s been over a year since I’ve kissed 
anyone because I’ve mostly stopped 
going to frats and started trying to get 
myself someone who I actually want 
to kiss. That hasn’t worked out too 
well either. This is because I have re- 
gressed to what normal people in high 
school did and had a few monogamous 
crushes that have led to... nothing. I've 
progressed to apartment parties where 
guys tend to notice me when I’m drunk 
and having fun, but I've gotten no- 
where when it comes to actually hav- 
ing meaningful connections with boys. 

The one thing I'm slightly proud of is 
that there was a guy who may have been 
interested in me, but I just wasn’t into 
him. What does bother me about this 
situation is that I still really don’t know 
what it feels like to be into someone. I 


am glad that I can control myself from 


hook up with me, but Lhope that doesn’t 


mean that I’m incapable or too scared of: 
any cfiohenad connection. — 
I keep struggling with the idea of my 
normalcy. I know that there are some 
girls out there who haven’t found the 
right guy yet, and I’m slowly starting to 
accept that I need to stop obsessing over 
this. But are there girls who don’t know 
the names of anyone they’ve kissed? | 
haven't found one yet. 
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I may have poor memory, but there is one speech I have memorized. It’s the speech that I give to guys. The speech where 


I tell them that I can’t commit to anything right now but that I like them a lot and don’t want to end things. So where does 
that leave us? : 


That leaves us in the same place every time. This place where we are “seeing” each other but have never defined our rela- 
tionship outside of that. Some guys will accept that excuse without much discussion. These are the ones who are sleeping 
with other people. Other guys will try to talk about it. These will be the ones who ask me a few months later to be their 
girlfriend. They consider me a challenge. What they don’t know is that they aren't the only ones. 


At any given time I have five guys on speed dial. Maybe more. There’s a rotation that they are-part of and, in general, don’t 
know it. I have my Friday guys, my Saturday guys, my Fells guys and my Canton boys. There are guys who are good kissers, 
guys with very talented tongues (for other kinds of kissing), guys a little into S&M, and the ones with endurance. None of 


them know each other. Some are affiliated with Hopkins. Some have been my friend’s TAs. Some have been my TAs. And 
I have slept with all of them. 


nT 


There’s a rotation that they are a part of and, in general, don’t know it. 
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A lot of my friends are aware that I don’t date monogamously but few know the extent to which that is the case. There is a 
certain stereotype associated with girls that do what I do. And that’s why I don’t talk about it. Instead, people know what I 
reveal to them in drinking games and so I’m just the girl who has had a threesome or had sex on the beach (not the drink). 
But I’m not the overly promiscuous girl. Just the kinda sorta promiscuous girl. 


My freshman year of college, I thought I was a f***-‘em feminist and that the only way to assert my feminine freedom was to 
have sex without attachment. When I abandoned that idea, I learned that it was almost impossible for me to have any other 
kind of sex. 


A few guys have asked me to date them. One asked to me meet his parents. Another proposed long distance. And then one 
actually proposed. I don’t tell my friends about these guys because to me, that sounds like “Hey, look at all of these guys 
I can get” and that is certainly not my intent. In fact, it’s when they have these discussions with me that I question my ac- 
tions most. Because I haven't been totally honest with them and yet here they are, telling me that I’m the girl for them. And 
it hasn’t really improved my idea of guys either, since many of them are acting in blatant disregard for what I’ve told them. 


Sometimes I'll meet guys and go on dates with them. But I find myself getting bored and looking at my phone and other times 
cancelling the date hours before. I know I should feel bad but then I text someone else and forget about it once I’m naked. I tell 
myself that it’s because I haven't found a kindred spirit at Hopkins and that once I’m in the real world things will be differ- 
ent. But I don’t know if that will be true. And having sex without emotions can only exist for so long. Because once everyone's 
paired up, where will I be? Alone. And it worries me because I’m pretty okay with that. 
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Pulling on your big kid pants: How to grow up at Hopkins 


[ Fail a test. You gotta learn what the curve means sometime and how you can’t always 
e be the one to set it. 


Q Schedule your classes poorly. By the time you get to be a 
e senior, you'll aC Pca that you've had it bad. Now you 
get to relax. Well. Sort of. 


Make ill-advised romantic choices. Tell your best friend you love him. Kiss that girl 
3 e ou think you're getting signals from. We’re all out of here in four years anyway and 
herrtbreale is only temporary, right? 


Get yelled at. At lot of us were the little kids who hated 
re e getting in trouble as wee ones. And that still applies today. 

When you f**k it up, let someone acknowledge it. That could 

involve raised voices. But then never let it happen again. 


5 Stop telling your parents everything. Instead of doing that auto-dial to Mom and 
° Dad while you walk to class, put in your headphones. Take a break from the daily- 
report or the weekly-email and remember that you are technically an adult now. You 
don’t need to tell them that you spoke up in lecture or might take a casual Philly trip 

next week. Call them from the train. 


Do something stupid. How do you think our parents 

6. have so much fodder for those “Here’s what not to do” 
speeches? Because they drank too much, smoked a few 
cigs, and kissed too many people. Forget about the library 
for anight and remember that this is college. It’s supposed 
to be the best years of our lives and they weren’t meant to 
be spent between the stacks (unless you’re doing the D- 
level challenge). : | 
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THRIFTY FIFTY 


To celebrate our fifty years in Charles Village, we’re bringing on the Anniversary Sale. 
From April 17 through April 28, enjoy some suh-mokin’ savings throughout the 
store, including our Fabulous Smokin’ Jays for just $4.99. Look for our $2.99 
sandwich specials on Fabulous Friday, April 27—corned beef, chicken salad, 
and store-roasted turkey breast. Eddie’s Blend and Eddie’s Blue Jay Blend 

of Zeke’s coffee is also just $7.99 lb. Come in and celebrate half a century 


with us. It’ll come off withouta wrinkle! 


3117 ST. PAUL STREET 
410-889-1558 
OPEN SEVEN DAYS 


Visit www.eddiesmarket.com 


| 
‘for weekly in-store specials. 
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